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OBEDIENCE 


TO THE 


God of Peace. 


For the Preſervation and Increaſe 
of CHARITY and UNITY a- 
monglit the profeſſors of Chriſt Jeſus , 
__ Teachingsof his Divine Light 
wirnin. 


— 


By « Servant of Chriſt, a Trae Lover of 
Chriſtian-Charity Peace and Unity 
WILLIAM GIBS ON. 


Bleſſed are the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called 
the Children of Ged, Mar. 5. 9. 
Put on Charity, which # the bout! of perfeAneſs , 


Col 3. I4- , _ 
He that ſaith he abideth in Chrift , ought himſelf 
even to walk ſo a he walked, 1 John 2. 6. 
| | Let your Converſation be as 18 becometh the Goſpel 
| ef Chrift, — Phil. 1. 27. 


LONDQN Printed, and ſold by John Bringhurſt, at | 
the Sign of the Book in Gracc=Church ſtreet near 


Cornhil, 1682, 
—_ _ 


Eader , notwithſtanding the Authors 
great Care to prevent. Errors in, the 
Mev: 


following matter , yet ſeveral Error 
eſcaped the Preſs , which thog art deſired 
t0 take notice of , as the miſtake of thi 
Printers. Thoſe which art moſt material 
to hurt the Senſe, I have collcfied in this 
Errata, ſome ether ſmall literal Faxlts 
and Errors in amr. Pas tranſpofing or 
miſplacing of words there are , all which 
way be diſcerned in reading , by ſuch who 
are thilful and diligent therein , and 
ſuch correfted ſo far as maybe , for the help 
of thoſe who are leſs hilful in reading and 
correfting ; the rwo greateſt Errors take 
particular notice of , the prit inthe In- 
troduttion page the 5. line the 16, where 
ſpeaking of rhe Spirit of the Creature 
Man or Woman, it is theye yendred the 
Spirit of the Creator; the ſecond great 
error is in p. 107.4, IF where the word 
AF 15 pat inſtead of the word ſenſi- 

Y. x 4 


ER- 


_ 


COCC—_ 


s ERRATA 


JNeroduttion page 3. line 1o. fort 
Light read Spirit ;, p. 5.1. 16. f. Cre- 
ator r. oe P. 6. I7. f. were read 
was P.12-L 14. f. wordr, words; p.10, 
[. 3. blot out ſore of. 


Fit P ART. 


| bob; Margin, p. 52. 1. God commanded the 
Light to be and nt ons and ſeparated 


it ho the Darknels in the Firſt days 
work ; Þ, 59-1. the 8. add the word (exc) 
Pp. 76. [. 18. add the word oY Þ 
78. 1. 12. f. nembey r, member; p 

21. add the word (be) p. 102. \v- 
Chris r. Chriſt ; Þ. 10g. 1.7. ff. Tp "” 
= wag p: 107. I. r5 f. ſenſi 1/6 
ſenſibly; p. 109. I. xo. next after the 
word you make a full ſtop ; p. 126. |. 
22 and 23. read, O all ye ends of = 


Earth ; p. 160, 1,19. dele and fear; |. 
14. dele or, 


Second 


— ” _ wy —— - 


Seeond P ART. 


Pic the 2. 1. 5.blot out and; p. the 6. 

|. 13, 14-F. thinketh he ftandeth , rake 
heed left be fall , p.19.1.5. r. the verſe 
9 and 1e, Oc. |. 23. blot our (him, ) 
L 29 f, careſmir. careful ; p. 20.1. 11. f, 


fevere r. ſeverez p.24. |. 7. add (ſpoken 


of ) p. 28.1. 20. f, anderſtanding r. under- 


ftand ; p. 29. l.12.r. 1 Cor.13. p. 45. 


[. 24. next after and, add (have) p.56. 
I. x2. f. ſoberly r. ſober ; p. 65.1. 31.f. or 
r, to; p. 80.1. 25. blotout (ro;) p.g3. 
|. 22.f. ſowedr. ſoweth; p. 96.1. 6.f. ſcal- 
ear, ſeal, p. 99.1.8.f, comended r, com- 
me 


— _— 
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Several Scriptures which ſhould have 
been in the /relick Letter are omitted, 
particularly the Firſt Chapter of Gene- 


ſs, &Cc,inp. 52, 53, 54, ſ5- 


Note 


Note, this Book being printed by 
ſeveral Men\,, occaliongth it to be in 
two Parts , only be f the begin- 
ning anew of the Figares upon the 
top of the pages , and that which is 
called the Second Part begins with the 
figure x at the top of the page or 
leaf, 


There is alſo ſome part of the Book 
put in Black Letter, whichhad been 
moſt properly in the ' Roman : theſe 
improprietics of the different form of. ' 
Letters, doth no way burp the matter. * 
as tO the ſenſe thereof, | 


. —_— = 
. — _—_— 


| Concerning days, 
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| | an Exhortation 7o the Profeſſors of the 
Light Within, to Live and WALK. 77 
the ſame; and the WALKER in the 
Light diſtinguiſhed from the TALKER 
of it who walks in Darkneſs, 


F. L L you who profeſs Chriſt Jefus, the 
Prince of Life and Peace, to be 
| your Prince, Captain of your Sal- 
2 vation, and Biſhop of your Souls, 
; Iwho profe(s to be Taught, Led, and Govern- 
py fed by his Spiritual Lighr within you @ 

vee that youall Live and Walk in the ſame, 

hat you may all potteſs that which you do 

ofeli and 1t is moſt certain, if we walk in 
J | B the 


TS 
thelight, ( wherewith God in Chriſt hath en- 
lightened us ) then have we feliowſhip one with 
another, and the Blood of Feſnus Chrift his Son, 
clean{eth zi from all Sim : Burt it there be not 
a \Wa'king i this precious Divine Light 
( which ſhines trom God the Fountain of it ) 
then there can be no Fellowthip with God the 
Father, nor with his beloved Son, nor true 
Fellowthip one with another : No cleanling 
trom Sin then, bus {11 of all ſuch whoon- 
ly Txik ot the Yight ( Walkiug contra- 
r1 fo 1t ) remaineth and encreaſeth : 'There- 
forcall be very Careful in this great weight 
Concern, wherein the Glory of the great God, 
anc the Salvation of your Souls are ſo very 
orpatly concerned. O Fricnds ! Be all as wil- 
ling to tollow and obey this Spiritual Divine 
Light, as you are to proteſs it, and talk of it ; 
for it there be not a Walling i it, the 
Þ:0:cision af 17 will be in vain: For atter 
the Light of Chriſt Within be known, and 
Good and Evil made known by it, it the 
Creature do not yield Obedience to it, in for- 
laking the Evil, and embracing, following, 
and doing that which is Good, then his {m 
becomes more grievors to Almighty God 
than beforc ; tor as *tis written, In the time 


of Ignorance God winked ; bur after the Goſpel, 


the Power of God is preached to, and in, the 
Creature(which hath been ſubjected by Satan 
under (1n, 10 the Bondage of Corruption) and 

by 


| 


| 


[3] 
by which the Creatures Heart and Soul is, in 
ſome degree, quickened and opened to know 
what God requireth of it : It then it do not 
deny Self.take up itsCroſs againſt theDevil and 
| Self, then its Oppolition and Diſobedience ro 
the Divine Goſpel-Light, Gad accounts the * 
Sin of Kiebeliton, which 1s as Witchcratr, 
from which the Lord God of all our Mercies 
| and Bleſſings deliver and preſerve you. Into 
I this State of Miſery were the fooliſh"Galati- 
J ons faln, to whom the Apoſtle Paul wrote, 
and after he had ſharply reprehended _ 
tor their Backſliding and Unfaithfulneſs, ' he 
travelled again on their behalf, that Ci2iſk 
Imight bc fo2med-in them. And as their 
{Backſliding became matter of great Sorrow 
and deep Exerciſe to him, the like hath betaln 
theancient and faithful Labourers inthe Peace- 
. Jable Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jelus 
 ]Chriſt in our age fo2 ſome ; for ashe was ſent 
to turn the People trom Darkneſs to the Divine 


| Spiritual Light of God and Chriſt, trom the 
ower of Satan (who had imbondaged them 
an ſin)to God, whoſe Power is Almighty, break- 
ing the Power of Satan down, and deliveri ing 
the Creature, by its powerful working, out of 
'* *the bondage of Corruption,. into the glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God: Even fo hath the 
'JLord God Almighty and Merciful, ſent his 
' Faithful Servants, in this Age, to turn People 
i rom Darkneſs unto Light, trom the Power 
4 B 2 of 
by | 


a i 
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[4] 
o Satan untoGod,that through the working of 


the gloriousPower of Godin theirIn ward Man, |} ” 
they might receive true Faith and Repentance, J// 

and ſo might receive the Forgiveneſs of their ? 
Sins palt, in thename of Jeſus Ch riſt, through | R 
the forbearance of God; and not only fo, but 4 Y 
alſo by the ſame power, to know Redempti- | Y 
on out of Sin, trom the Power of Satan, wko | Y 
led them into it, and ſo come into the glori- ; 
ous Liberty of the Sons of God. This glori- 4 ® 
ous work of Reſtauration hath the Lord in his} ** 
tender Mercy begun, and eftectually carried | 
on in Thouſands, Glory be given unto him 
tor the ſame, and for all his render Mercies; 
for he is worthy. Bur as it was in the Apo- |} 
{tles days, fo 151t in ours; there were ſome 
then, who, atrer they had taſted of the Hea- | © 
venly Gift and power of the World to come, 
and thereby had known the beginning of the WI 
work of true Faith and Repentance, and the } ©© 
Exerciſe of a good Conſcience, yet through Ng 
their Hiothtulnels, Negligence , and! P, 
multiplied Diſobcdience & Kebellion, © Li 
rien came to make Shipw2ack of the - '? 
Faith which God had given them, and | \- 
to pf away a good Conſcience which | ha 
God by his powerful Spirit had ! © 
w2ought in them : Of this fort the Apoſtle 7 P! 
Peter writ, ſaying, It had been better they had th 
never known the wa of Truth, than after they P 
have known it to ' &.& from the holy Com-. ol 
mandment | ': 


f C5] 
A |rcom delivered to them: But (ſauh he) 


» 1/48 14 come to paſs according to the true Proverb, 
c \ The Dog is returned to his own Vo- 
h | mit, and the Dow that was walhedto 
e | her wallowing in the ire. 7d: & Peter | 
4s | writ of theſe and ſuch like falſe Apoſtles & 
A | dc ccitful Wozkers, ſaying, They ore Wills 
G | without Water, Chuds w:thout Ram, carried 
i. | about of Tempeſts, wandring Stars, io whom 
ig | #5 Teſerved the Miſt of darkneſs for ever, Trees 
g | whoſe» Fruit 15 Wither.d, without Fri, 
q twice dead, plucked up by rite Liocts. 
. . 4 Such were they whom the Apoſtle Pau! writ 
' | of, ſaying, (A&s 20. 35, and 2 Per. 2. 2.) 
' Men ſhall ariſe among your ſelves, ſpeaking per- 
verſe things,and ſhall draw Diſciples after them, 
» | through whom the way of Truth ſhall be evil 
\c ſpoken of. 1 ſay, as it is was then, ſo isit come 
\e | fo paſs in our days; diverſe Perſons, who 
| —_ come among us in a Profeil:on of the 
d © Pure, Unchangeable , Divine Light of our 
* Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, for ſome time, did 
i in ſome Meaſure know it, and obeyed it, they 
g | have turned into Rebellion againſt it; and fuch 
h | have, and do now make War againſt the 
4 Children ot jt, who walk init, in whom the 
Je 4 pure, peaceable FruitSof it do appear. And 
144 this ſome Men have done, and do, under the 
m P2ofeſgion of it, and a lpecrents pzerence 
2. 4ot Loveto it; this is abominable Deceir, yea, 
_ ite deceivablencls cf Unrighteouſneſ:, wh:ch 
B 3 workcth 


[6] 
worketh in them, which hath been wrought 
in them by Satan, becauſe they have not kept 


in true Love and Obedience unto the Spiritual | 


Light of Chrilt the Son of God, to which ; 


_ they were turned. They have not kept in 
the Godly Fear, not in true Dumility, 


therefore hath Satan ( the Prince of Darkneſs, . 


and King over all the Children of Pride)dark- 
ned their Underſtandings, adulterated their 
Affections, and corrupted their WDnls : 


' 
| 


, 
, 


: 
: 


Thus by him they are prepared and uſed'as * 


Inſtruments for him, againſt the Lord and his 


Divine Light, Grace, and Spirit, under the | 
P2ofeſgion of the ſame. Such by profetling | 


and uſing the words of Truth, have, and do 
deceive the Hearts of the Simple. God Al- 
mighty hath Contounded the work of ſuch,in 
our Age we have ſecri it, and do give Glory 
to him for the fame. We do believe that he 
will confound ſuch Evil works, and that the 
[n{ftruments thereot will be eternally miſerable, 
if they do not find a place of Repentance, 
winch to ſee themhnd would be matter of great 
Comfort to us. Several Perſons have gone out 
ot: the Truth under {pecious Pretences of 
G?eatcr ' MWaniteſtationg - of God, 
and Attainments,. and Gzowth in the 
way of iighteouſnels, than they were 
come to, whom thep turned againſt. 
And through thoſe falſe Pretences they have 
- Prawn lome tender-hearted, well mean: | 


jug 


(,. WR 
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[79 
ing Perſons from the Divine Light and 


Fellowſhip in it, into evil Imaginations and 
unrighteous Tealoulies, concerning the faith- 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, and their Labour of 
Love for the Glory of God, and the Peace, 
Unity, Preſervaiion, and Eternal Good of 
his People, 

But the Lord God in Mercy hath given 
ſeveral who were thus hurt, to ſoc how the 
kirt came upon them, and hath recovered 
them out of the Snarewherein they were ſub- 
rilly taken, bleſſed be his holy Name for the 


| ſame ; and we hope that he will vilitand re-, 


ſtore ſuch well-meaning Perſons, who are ta- 


| ken, and yet held in ſuch like Snares; though 


ſome who are turned alide after Satan, may 


| grow worle and worſe, as others have done 


before them, until God cut them oft in his An- 
ger, as he hath done fuch like already, 

My dear Friends, you who have ancicnt- 
In been turned to the Divine Light of Chriſt, 
who have and do walk in it, you know what 
| have here briefly touched at 15 true,and you 
in this divine Light,may ſee the OldEnemyot 


| ourPeace & pure Chr.(tianFellowſhip &Unity 


at work againſt the ſame,under aP2oiclston 
of the Light, ro darken and draw perſons 
from it.into the works of Narkneſs. And thus, 
as in Yli® Apoſtles days, he hath, and doth 
transform himſelt as like an Angel of Lighr,aa 
he can ; how ſhould he appcar like an 

B 4 Angel 


| C87 
Anacl of Light, if he ſhould in wo2ds 


dcuy the Light of Chziſt Within Ban 


and Woman ? The Apoſtle writing of falſe 
Apoſtles, faith thus, wiz. For ſuch Falſe A- 
poſtles are deceitful Workers, and faſhion them- 
felwes like unto the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; and no 
marvel, for Satan himſelf is changed into the 
faſhion of an Angel of Light : Therefore is it 
uo great thing, though his Minifters faſhion 
themſelves as though they were the Miniſters of 
Righteouſneſs, whoſe end ſhall be according to 
their Deeds. "Thus *tis rendered in 2 Cor. 10. 
Old Tranſlation, Printed in 1566. Ocon- 
ſider of it all ſuch whom it concerns! And 
how ſhould the Falſe Apoſtles in the TrucA- 
poltles days, have transformed themſelves like 


unto them, it they ſhould have in Words + 
denied the Light of Chriſt Within (though in © 


W orks they cid ? ) Seeing Chriſt's Command 
waz, and 18, to believe in the Lipht and walk in 
"6,that Men and/Vomen might then, may now, 
and bereafter be Children of the Light, as the 
taithtul Followers of the Light then were, 
and now are. The great Meflage and Work 
of Fohn Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles Paul, Fobn, 
Peter, and the reſt, was to bear witneſs of 
the Light, and to turn People to it,that they 
might all believe in it, and obey and walk 
therein, that they might be ſaved. Now for 
»atan to ſend his Apoſtles, or Preachers [ a- 
mo-iglht us } to ſeek, to deceive us, it they 

| ſhould 


' 
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[9] 
ſhould come blaſpheming againſt the Lighe 
of Chriſt Within,mocking and ſcofting ar it, 
as many dark Preachers and Profeſſors of this 
Age do, (wha. have been bred up in Darkneſs 


. and Ignorance from their Youth, wha yet ne- 


ver underſtood what theLight ofChriſtWith- | 
in is) he were not like to prevail upon thoſe 
who have been turned to it, and have had 
their Hearts tendered, and in ſome meaſure 0- 
pened by it : But if he come under a P2ote[- 
lon of it, and his Miniſters confefling it, and 
in words owning of it, profeſſing to be taught 
and led by it 1n their talking of it, and in 
the reſt of their Converſation, eſpecially if 
they do keep out of the common.groſs Debau- 
cheries that are in theW orld,then they are like 
to prevail upon ſuch, who do not { crhfully 
watch in the Light which maketh all things 
manifeſt as they are. Chriſt hath command- 
ed us to Watch and pray, le(# we fall into the 
Temptation (of the Devil). He faidto his Dif 
ciples, What I [ay unto one, I ſay unto all, watch. 
The holy Prophet ſaid, I will hear what God 
the Lord will ſpeak, for he will ſpeak Peace to 
his People, and to bis Saints ; but let thera not 
turn again to folly. O blefled are all they 
who fo do, they are the Children of the Wil- 
dom that comes down from above ; their Eye 
being kepr ſingle to God, they are kept by 
his mighty Power through Faith, ſo that they 


ſhall not ſtumble,nor walk in the crooke1 _ 
O 


(10) 
of Satan , which leads ro the Chambers of 
Death, even to take hold on Hell. 

My Friends, you , who are ancient- 
ly convinced of the bleſſed "Truth, as *tis in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord,and have k-pt your Ha- 
bitations therein, ſome of you may remember 
what great Evils ſome run 1nto, when they 
made a P2otcl(s10a of theLight of Cizziif 
Within, and when they had ſo done and 
were reproved for it, and admoniſhed to re. 
pent and reform, they would tell us, IDe mult 
leave them to thetr own MWBeaſures of 
thc Tight of Chz1ſf, and what rijen did 
they were juſtified therein by it : And 
ſuch would ſay, The Light Within is lut- 
ficient to teach us, (will not pou leave 
us to it?) And when ſome had acted things 
which were evil and ſcandalous, they would 
fay; That they were juſtified by the 
Vight mn them. They would have perſua- 
ded us that the Light of Chriſt Within did 
lead them into thoſe evil and confuſcd, dil- 
o2dcrip P2actices which they run into : 
But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by his Light thew- 
ed us plainly, that thoſe things which they 
ſaid the Light Within taught them, led 
them into, and juſtified them in, were the 
Works and Fruits of Darkneſs, proceeding 
(through them) from Satan, who had betray- 
ed and deceived them, az he did Eve, And 
a we then withſtood thoſe who blaſphemed 
again 


® 


[11] 
againſt the Divine Light of Chriſt Wirhin,by 
ſeeking to father their Works of Darkneſs up- 
on it, by rendering it the Author thereot ; 
ſo in the Light ot Chriſt we do withſtand 
thole Vain Talkers of the Light at this 
time, whoſe Walking and IVo:kgs are in 
Darkiels; and in the Light of Chriſt we 
teſtihe to the ſuthciency ot it, againſt all 
Prieſts and Profeſſors whatſoever who blaſ- 
pheme againſt ir, calling it a Natural Inſaffici- 
ent Light, KC. 

Take notice, Oh my Friends! That Satan 
the Prince of Darkneſs, and his dark, wicked, 
prophane, Generation or Offspring, long 
have, and at this day do protels the great, 
true, and living God,& Chriſt Jeſus, whom be 
hath ſent, ti: 1Do2ds bur in Wozks they 
do deny both the Father and the Son, 

And although Satan,the Prince of Darkneſs, 
may,in ſome of his contuſed,dark Inſtruments, 
conteſs to,and potcls theYight otThit 
Within, yer he is ſtill Satan, the Adverſary, 
the Prince of Darkneſs, and his P:ofelsing, 
and Talking ot the Light 1s onip with de- 
ſign the more readily to prevail upon, and de- 
ſtroy thoſe who through Love to the Light, 
delight' to hear it ſpoken of and commended. 
And Satan and his dark*Jnſkrumcnts 
have done mo!:e harm to foiric fuch in 


{ .tbcir falle fergued P2ofeſgion & Com- 


mendation of the Ligit chan ever they 
Md 


[x2 ] 


aganiſ! tit. 

My dear Friends, Conſider what our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles have teſtihed, con- 
cerning the only true God, and left the ſame 
upon Record in the Scriptures of "Truth ; 
Chriſts Tcllimony is, That God is a Spirit, and 
they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him m the 
Sprrit, and in the Truth. The Apoſtle Tobn's 


eſtimony is, That God is Light, and m him , 


there is no darkneſs at all: If we ſay we have 
fellowſhip with him, and walk m darkneſs, 
we he, and do not the Truth; but if we walk 
in the Light as he s im the Light, then have we 
Fellowſhup one with another, &c, Obſerve that 
this uving true God, who 1s a Spirit, 
and Light, 1s onc God ; his Light and 
Spirit inhis People is onc in its kind 
o2 Nature with himleif, ke being the 
Fountain of it, and it of himſclk, it cau- 
not contradict him, oz itlelf, in rhe ſcve- 
ral AFcalures, Mamitfcltations # Dil: 
penſations of it, in thole who receive it, 
believe, and obepit: For it it ſhould, or 
could do fo, then God by it would be render- 
ed the Autho2 of Confuſion {and not of 
Peace,] in all the Churches of the Saints ; 
which to believe or ſuppoſe,is very highly blaſ- 
phemous againſt him, and dire&ly contrary to 
the holy Apoſtles Dotr:ne,who faith,God 5 not 
the 


did, 02 could do, bp their direct oppo- 
ſition to it, and blalphcemous wods 
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the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, in all 
the Churches of the Samts, 

The ſame Apoſtle ſaith, The Fruit of the Spi- 
rit is in all goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, und Truth 
hu what 1s acceptable unto the Lard : And 

e exhorted the Saints, ſaying, Have no Fel- 
lowſhip with the unfruitful works of Dark- 
meſs, but rather reprove them. To thoſe who 
walked in the- Spirit and Light of God, he 
faid,Walk in Love as Chriſt alſo hath loved us : 
To theſe alſo he ſaid, Te were ſometimes Dark- 
neſs, but now are ye Light in the Lord, walk 
as Children of the Light. See Eph. 5, A- 

ain he ſaith, The Fruits of the Spirit is Love, 
2 and Peace, Long ſuffering , Gentleneſs , 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance ; a- 
gainſt ſuch there is no Law ; and they that are 
Chaiſts have crucified the Fleſh, with its Af- 
fettions and Luſfts: If tve live m the Spirit, let 
ers allo walk in the Spirit ; let us mot be deſi 
rozs of Vain Glo:n, provoking one another, 
enVying one another. Again he ſaith, The 
Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are A- 
dultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſctviouſ- 
neſs, Idolatry; Witchcraft, Dartance, Emu- 
lations, W2ath, Dtrite, Seditio:1s, Ye- 
relics; Envpings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Revellings, and ſuch like, of the which I rell 
vu before, as I have allo told you in times paſt, 
that they that do ſuch things ſhall. not inbern the 
Kingdom of God. Gal. 5. Again the holy A- 
b poltle 


I 4 
poſtle John in the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, He that 
ſaith he 18 in the Light, a4 hates his 
B2other, :- i Darkneſs even until now ; 
he that loveth his Brother abideth in the Light, 
and there is none occaſion of Stumbling im him : 
But be that hateth his Brother is in Darkneſs,and 
walketh in Darkneſs, and knoweth not whither 
he goeth, becauſe that Darkne(s hath blinded 
his Epcs. If a man [ay I love God, and ba- 
zeth his Brother, he « a Lyar;, this Commana- 
ment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God loweth his Brother alſo. See 1 fohn 4. 
My dear Friends, Obſerve, That where 
the Fruits of the Spirit and L:ght of 
God and Chiſt are wanting, in tholc 
who p2otcls the ſame to be therr Teach- 
cr, fiuler, and O!dcrer , and contra- 
riwile, the Fruits 02 Wozks of the 
Ficth do appeor, this 1s a plain p2ook, 
that their laying they are taunhr, Icd, 
and\governcd by the Dpirit aid Light 
of God a1 d Ch:1ſt, is very noto21ouſfly 
falle, pca blaſphcmons againſt God, 
Chyil?, and his Divine Light and Spi 
rit { For when Chriſt told his Diſciples, that 
falſe Prophets, Anti-Chriſts, Deceivers , &c. 
ſhould come, ſaying, Beware of falſe Prophets 
which come to you in Sheeps Cloathing, but in- 
wardly they .are ravening Wolwes *h he ſaid, 
Ve ſhall know them by.their Fruits, Do men 
gather Grapes of Therns , or Figs of Thiſtles ? 


Ewen 
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Even ſo every good Tree bringeth forth good 
Fruit , but - corrupt Tree bringeth forth + 
wil Fruit A good Tree cannot bring forth | 
evil Fruit, neither can a corrupt Tree bring 
forth good Frait : Every Tree that bringeth 
yor forth good Fruit is hewn down and caſt 
into\the Fire: Wherefore by their Fruits 
ye ſhalt know them. Rot every one that ſaith 
unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter mto the King- 
dom of Heaven, but be that doth the Will of my 
Father which i in Heaven. See Math. 7. 15. 
and 24. Again he faith, Many falſe Prophets 
ſhall ariſe, and ſhall deceive many : And be- 
caule -Juiquitp thall abound, the Love 
of manylhall war cold; But he that ſhall 
endure unto the end, the Jaye ſhall be ſaved. 
There ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, 
_ ſhall ſhew gre it /jgns and Wouders, inſomuch 
at if it were 0, ib! e, they ſha'l decerve the we- 
'” Elett. See Matth. 24.11, 12,123, 24. & 
lee Mark 13. 22. he repeating the ſame 
words of Chriſt, and there he faith, Take 
beed, I have told you before. 

Obſerve Chrilt's Promiſe to the taithful cho- 
len Elect,notwithſtanding all the Jecerveables 
nels of unrighteouſneſs, which tnen dil, now 
doth, 'or hereafter may work in the Inſtru- 
ments of Satan, (by fteigned \\ ords, or fair , 
or flatrering Speeches, talſe ligns, or lying 
wonders, whereby he lieth in wait to betray 


and deceive, by which he hath prevailed upon 
ſome 


[ 26] 
ſome unſtable ; unwatchful, unfaithful, and 
therefore unskilful Souls, who are not ac- 
quainted with the depths of Satan, ſpeaking un 
his Agents) yet can he not in his Agents, des 
ceive the Elect, the choſen of God. | 
Obſerve, all that are convinced of the truth, 
and come to ſome degree of Obedience to it, 
arenot come to the {crtled Dtate of Elec- 
tion , ( although they are come to a {1ght * 
and feeling of the Spirit of Chriſt, in whom 1 
the Eleftion Rands) 'in which State it 1s im- 
poſſible to be deceived. Let not the weakeſt 
amongſt the Believers in, and Obeyers of the 
Light of Chriſt Within, be diſcouraged at 
theſe ſayings; for as they keep to the Light, 
God the Fountain of it will keep them a8 
falling. God ſet Adam in a Srate of Jnno- 
cency, in which it was polgiblec to2 Him to 
ffand, yer it was not impolsiblc fo: him 
to fall; for we both read, and believe, he 
did fall ; he could not ſtand in his own ſtrength, 
but'in the ſtrength of the Lord his Maker , 
through want of his diligent attendance, and 
waiting upon God his Maker for preſervation, 
he fell under the power of the Deceiver. But 
Chriſt who never fell ſpake of a State,& brin 
thoſe who continue diligent & watchtul into it, 
which is beyond thart,as his forecited words do 
plainly imply.TheApoſtles writ unto theBelie» 
vers in the Light of Chriſt thus: wiz. Where- 
fore Brethren give all diligence to make your 
Calls 
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Calling and Eleftion ſure ; for if ye do theſe 
things ye ſhall never fall. 2 Pet. 1. 10. Read 


* the Chapter through , &*c. Again he faith, 
| Keware, l:ſt ye being led away with the Errour 


| of the wicked, fall from your own Stedfaftneſs : 


—o<—_m  ——_ 4 . 
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| But grow in Grace, and m the Knowledge of 


our Lord and SawiorChriſt,to. him be Glory,now 
and for ever, Amen, Chap. 3.17, 18. Again 
'7uie writes thus: Now to him that « able to 
keep you from falling, and to [gps you fault- 
leſs before the preſence of his Glory, with exceed- 


| mg joy, to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be 
| Glory and Majeſty, Dommion and Power, now 
| and ever, Amen. Jude 24,25; read the 
| Epiſtle throughour. 


Obſerve further, that the Settled State 


; of Election, where deceit cannot enter,is not 
2 a State above, or bepond Watchtuinels, 


and the þoly Fear of God (the Son of God 
himſelf in the daics of his Fleſh, watched and 
prayed, and was heard in that he feared,as the 
Authcr to the Hebrews writes, Heb. 5. 7.) 
bur in this State, ot Watchfulneſs, and the holy 
Fear of God, they continually abiding ſted- 


' faſt in, »to ſuch it is become Natural to dwell 


m__ » 
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and abide there, being rooted and ſettled in 
the Godly, or Divine Nature, of-which they 
are made partakers ; as the Apoſtle writ; ſee 
1 Pet. 1. 4. See how Fulks renders this place 


2 in his Confuration of the Popiſh Tranſlation 


3 at Rhrmes ; he renders the words Divine 


Natrure,Godip Nature, _C Ecer- 
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Eternal Glory to him for the prefervation Þ 


of his People, who daily wait upon him ; he 


gives them Wiſdom, Strength and Prefc CY as» | 
tion ;- he who keeps them never ilun tors nor Þ 
ſleeps ; holy and m1 ty 18 is Wilcvn and 3 


Strength, by w..ch he redeems, preſerves, 
and upÞ-., his People, in doing thar which 
is well pleaſing in his tight. Blefled are all thoſe 
who diligently wait to be made partakers of 
the lame, they ſhall be upheld thereby through 
all Temprarions, 'Trials, and the Buftetings, 
and Winnowings of Satan, out of his ſnares, 
and over him, (in Chriſt the Elect Seed, which 
bruiſeth his Head) and over all his {everal 
fozts of Agents; tor as theApoſtle faith, 
Geeater is he that is in us than he that 
1s in the Wozld, by whom we over- 
come the Wo!ld. 

O my dear Friends! All diligently wait on 
God in the Divine Light and Spirit of his Son, 
that you may grow in the Grace and know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
more and more , that you may be all hrmly 
rooted and grounded in him; as Trees or 


Branches of Righteouſneſs, the planting of 


the Lord God,that you may bring torth much 
Fruit to the Praiſe and Glory of his name. 


Chriſt the living true Vine ſaid unto his Dil- 


ciples of old, 1 am the trueVine, and ” Fa- 


ther is the Husbandman; every Bran 


that © 
beareth not fruit in me, he taketh away; and © 
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* Fathers Commandments, and abide in bu love. 
This ws my Commandment, that ye lowe one as 
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every Branch that beareth fruit, he'purgeth its 


that it may bring forth more fruit--=- Abide in 
me, and Tl in you: As the branch-cann:t bring 


| | forth of itſelf, except it abide m the Vine, no 
” more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the 


Vine, ye are the branches ; he that abideth in 
me, and I m him, the ſarive bringeth forth 
| much fruit ; for 1890ut me ye can de nothing. 

If a man abile not in me, he us caſt forth as a 
branch, and s withered. Joh. 15.1, 2,4, 5. 

' Herein us my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſciples. As the Father 
hath loved me, ſo have I loved you, continue 
e in my love, If ye keep my Commandments ye 
ſhall abide in my love, even as 1 have kept my 


mother as I bave loved you. See Fohbn 15. 5, 


&C. ; 
O my Friends! Theſe are the ſweet and 


comfortable Sayings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


our Prince of Lite, Love , and Peace. Let 


| them be duly weighed , faithfully regarded 


and' tollowed by you all who proteſs to be his 


: Diſciples, (that is) Tearners of him; tor 


as he ſaith. Without him we can do nothing , 
except we be joined to kis gracious Spirit 
of Light, Lite, and Peace, we cannor pleaſe 


; God, but being joined to it, it worketh in 
z us to will and todo that whj _ well pleaſing 
* 3a the ſight of the _ So we _— 


{ 20] 
his workmanſhip in Chriſt , created in him 
unto thoſe good Works which God bath or- 
dained we ſhould walk in, that our Light 
may ſhine before men, that they may behold 
| our good Converſation in Chriſt, conſtantly 
coupled with that godly fear, wherein there 
is not only a hating of, but alſo a coming out 
of, and preſervation from, Pzidc, Arro- 
ganep, and everp evil wap.----—-- O my 
Friends ! This is that which is to be delired, 
fought of God, and diligently waited for; 
this is the durable Giirches that tar excels 
all that can be mentioned beſides it; this 1s 
the Treaſure that is to be laid up in Heaven, 
according to Chrifts Command, where neither 
Moth can corrupt, nor Thief break through and 


feal. Bleſſed are all they who diligently wait - 


for the JFnereaſe and Security of this Trea- 
ſure, they ſhall never be forſaken of the Lord ; 
\ he whoſe the Earth is, and the fulneſs of it, 
who feeds the Ravens, cloaths the Graſs, and 
takes care for Sparrows , will take care and 
Provide for them. Sa all wait,, that your 
Faith and Confidence may be preſerved, con- 
firmed and increaſed*to his eternal honour, 
and your enduring Peace and Comfort; even 
> Beit, Amen. 
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zi Concerning good Conſcience. 


Y dear Friends, ſomething lies up- 
on me to write to you 1n the ten- 
v der Bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
1) Prince, of our Chriſtian Peace, Fellowſhip, 
/ 7 and Unity. The matter before me is this: 
! I find that there are ſome perſons protetling 
Truth amongſt us,(who not being faithful ro 
the gracious Spirit and Light of our Lord Je- 
* . ſus Chriſt, which they make profeſſion of } 
, that are oftended with the APcthod, 29anz 
{ ner and Fo?m in which Friends Care of Gods 
1 Glory, and the good one of another, is mani- 
feſt ; theſe perſons talk much of Liberty of 
Conlcience: To which I fay, Liberty of 
Conſcience (rightly underſtood) hath ever lince 
we were a People, been, and ſtill 1s owned a- 
monglſt us; but tor any who protels to be fol- 
lowers of the Light, 99embers of the 
Church which is 1 9d, to plead Liber- 
ty of Conſcience for themſelves, without puts 
7 ting a difterence betwixt good C2nleicace 
© and evil, this is an Unſound and Unchriſtian 
Plea (for the Apoſtles of Chriſt diſtinguiſherth 
| betwixt good and cvil Conſcience) yea, 
ſhews that they are ſeparated and divided the 
? one from the other , for they proceed from 


} contrary Cauſes, The Apoſtle ſaid, 24 
= 3 Con- 


— 
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Conſcience beareth me witneſs in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. 9. 1. And again, I have lived 
in all good Conſcience/ unto this day : For our Ye- 
Joycing us this, the Teſt;jmony of our Conſcience, 
that mn ſimplicity and godly ſmcerity, not with 
fleſbly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, we 
have had our Converſation mm the World, and 
more abundantly to yowwards. See 2 Cor. 1. 
12, He who had. believed and received the 
Holy Ghoſt, was made of a good Underſtand- 
ing by it, his Will and AﬀeCtions alſo being ? 
purihed from D_—_— thereby, ſo that he ? 
did not only underſtand what was right and : 
w2:ong, but he alſo willed and took pleaſure 
0 act and do that which was and is well plea- 
fing in- the fight of the Lord: And this he 
was enabled to do by the Power of rhe Holy 
Ghoſt, or Spirit of Truth, which (according | 
to the Promiſe of Chriſt) leads his faithful - 
Subjets by Degrees from Glory to Glory, | 
from one degree of Grace to another) into all 
Truth: And fo are the faithful followers of 
Chriſt Jeſus led in this our day. 

* Paul writing to Timothy faith, Now the end 
of the Commandment is charity out of a pare 
heart and of a good Conſcience, 'and of Faith 
unfeigned, from which ſome having ſwerved, 
have turned aſide unto vain jangling. 1 Tim. 
I. 5, 6. Again ver. 18, 19, hechargeth.77- 
mothy to hold Faith and a good Conſet- 
ence , which ſome having put away, 
bu | con- 
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concerning Faith have made ſhipw2ack: 


Again, Chap. 3. ver. 9. The Myſtery of Faith 
is held in a pure Conſcience. The A 
Peter writes to the Believers thus, (viz.) Ha- 
ving a good Conlcience, that whereas th 
ſpeak evil of you as of Evil-doers, they may be 
aſhamed that falſly accuſe your good Converſation 
w Chriſt, 1 Pet. 3. 16, 


Concerning evil Conſcience. 


_ HE Apoſtle writes thus : Now the Spi- 

rit ſpeaketh expreſly, that in the latter 
times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith, go 
ving heed to the ſeducing Spirits and Dedrines 
of Devils, ſpeaking Lyes in Hypocriſie, having 
their Conſciences ſeared with an bot Iron. 1 Tim, 
4. 1, 2. Now the Prince that begets and up- 
holds this evil Confcience, hardened and 
ſeared, is the Devil, who abode not in the 
truth, in whom there is no truth, be zs that 
Prince of the power of the Air , who works in 
the hearts of the Children of Diſobedience, as 
the Apoſtle faith. 'Thisis he who leads into the 
fleſhip Liberty from the Croſs of Chriſt, into 
the fleſhip Luſts, which war againſt the 
Sou", and drowns ſfuch'men mn perdition , 
who becomeEnemies to theCroſs ofChriſt. This 
Liberty is not to be given way unto, nor 
to be pleaded for by any true Chriſtian ; this 
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is not the Libertp of the Song of God; 
which he hath promiſed to reſtore them into, 
who believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and rake up their 
daily Croſs and follow him, giving and'taking 
Liverty to this evil Contcience brings intro 
corruptible Bondage, yea, it vaſlalizeth the 
Creature, Soul and Body to Saran; and if this 
Liberiy be continued in, it brings everlaſting 
deſtruction both upon Man and Woman. 

Paul writ to Titus, ſaying, Unto them that 
are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure, but 


even their Mind and, Conſciences defiled; they * 


profeſs that they know God, but m Wo;ks they 
DenP him. See Tit. 1.15, 16, Again, the 
Apoſtle writing to the Hebrews, faith, Ler ws 
draw near with a true beart, in full aſſurance 
of Faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an 
evii Conlctence; &c. Les us hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering ; for 
be is faithful that promiſed; and let us conſider 
one another to provoke unto Lowe and to good 
Works, not fo:laking the Aſſembling our 
ſelves together ag the manner of tome 
is ; but exhorting one another, &c. See Heb. 
IO. 22, 22, 24, 25. | 

Oh my dear Friends! All tenderly conſi- 
der, that the great work of God in, and 
through Chriſt, is to put away this evil Con- 
lcience, and to work in man a good one, yea, 
to redeem out of all corrupt, Gnful, ficſhly 
Liberty , which Liberty embondageth the 


Creature 


. 
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Creature under Satans power, as Iſaid before, 
, | Now Ciriſt the patient and jnnocent Lamb of 
r | God, wasſentby the Father to take away the 
x | Sinsof the World, which Fobn Baptiſt im his 
) Eternal Light ſaw ,' and teſtthed of, and in 
: the ſame Divine Spirit and Light of Chriſt , 
; Daniel the Prophet ſaw, and teltihed of, fay- 

; ing, He ſball fniſh Sin and Tranſgreſſion , and 
ſhall bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs : Blefled 

f areall they who in Faith and Parience wait to 

? ſee this great Work carried on, and finiſhed 
y 3 in the appointed ſeaſon of the Father. 

y 3  O my- Friends! Seriouſly conlider how en- 
clinab!e, apr, and pzone. Men and Wo- 
men are (after they are come to ſome degree 
of the knowledge of God, and of Chriſt, and 
of the daily Croſs ) to hearken to the Serpents 


4 
; voice, (who deceived Eve) who leads into 
[ 
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this ungodly Liberty , who by his Transfor- 
marions hath deceived ſome in our Age after 


they knew God and Chriſt, as aforeſaid; and 


he has p2emifed them Liberty and great 
things, as he did Eve, and has brought 
them intom iſcrp as he did her ; and through 
this his accurſed work, a Root of Bitterneſs 
is ſprung up in ſome, which 1s in danger. to 
dehle many , which God through b's tender 
Mercy put a ſtop unto , confound, and drive _— 
| tackward: 'This is the earneſt delire of my 

Soul. 

The Apoſtle Peter writes againſt the Heſht: 


lp 
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Ip Libertines, with which the Church was 
exerciſed in his day, which became matter of 
much Travel and Grief to the faithful Apo- 
ſtles; of them he thus writes, viz. Theſe are 
Wells without Water, Clouds that are carried 


with a Tempeſt, to whom the miſt of Darkneſs | 


#5 reſerved fox ever ; for when they ſpeak great 
ſwelling 3 0 ar they ole cre the 
Luſts of the Fleſh,through much Wantonneſs,thoſe 
that were clean eſcaped from rhem who 
live 1n errour : While thep p2omilſe 
them Liberty, thep themlelves are the 


ſcrvants of Cozruption; for of whom a / 


man 11 overcome, of the ſame he is brought in- 
fo Bondage , &c, See 2 Pet. 2. 16. to the 
end. 

Dear Friends, Something more is upon me 
towrite concerning Conſcience. 'The Apo- 
Me writing to the Church at Corinth, ſpeak- 
eth of the [dolatry of the Gentiles, (viz.) As 
concerning therefore the eating of thoſe things 
that are offered in ſacrifice unto Idols, we know 
that an 14dol is nothing in the World; for though 
there be that are called Gods, whether in Hea- 


ven or in Earth, (as there bs gods many , and 


lords many) But to us there 1s but one God the 
Father , of whom are all things, and we in 
him, and one Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom are 
all things, and we by him; bowbeit there is 
not in every man that knowledge; for ſome with 
Conlcic;ce of ihe Idol unto this hour, eat it 

a 
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as @ thing offered unto an Idol, and their Cov 
ſciences being weak are defiled. But meat com- 
mendeth us not to God; for neither if we eat are 
we the better, ncieher if we eat not are we the 
worſe. But take heed, leſt by any means this 
Liverty of yours become a fumbiing 
block to them that are weak ; for if any 
man ſee thee which haſt knowledge ſit at meat 
inthe Idol: Temple, all not the Cai:lricence 
him which is weak be emboldened to eat 
thoſe things which are ſacrificed to Idols? &c. 
Read 1 Cor. $8.4. tothe end of the chap. 
Obſerve here, that ſome with Conſcience 
of the Idol did eat things ſacrificed unto it, 
and their Conſciences there and thereby 
were defiled. "The Chriſtians, who knew 
there wasno other God but one, were warn- 
ed by the Apoſtle, that they ſhould nor lit in 
the. Idols Temple at Meat , with thoſe who 
cat their meat unto the Ido), leſt their fo do- 
ſhould embolden thoſe ignorant Idolaters 
to vaF in their Ignorance and [dolatry; for 
though ſome mighr ſay, they did nor cat it to 
the Idol as thesldolaters did ;d, but for [ſtrength 


. and ſuſtenance to rhe out ward man ; yet this 


would not anſwer the Counſel of the Lord in 
the Apoſtle, nor the Light of Chriſt in their 
own Souls; but they were to abſtain from 
eating with them at ſuch Sacritices, thereby 
ro prevent embolden'ng them therein. And 
N chap. 10, wer. 20. take Is Teſtimony a- 

gain(t 


(28) 
gainſt this ſort of Idolatry in theſe worlls, viz 
But I ſay that the things which the Gentiles [a- 
erifice, they [acrifice to Devils, and not to God. 
(See As 15.28.) And I would not that ye 
ſhould have fellowſhip with Devils. 

My Friends , theſe Teſtimonies I bring , 
not only to ſhew good Conſcience from evil 
Conſcience, and weak from ſtrong , but alſo 
to thew how careful the Apoſtle was, that 
thoſe believing Genniles (who had'received the 
knowledge of the one true God) ſhould walk 
in faithfulneſs to him, according to the know- 
ledge which he had given chem, that by their 
good converſation, in Chriſt as well as by 
their, preaching of the word and Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, thoſe Idolaters might be turn- 
ed from their dumb Idols to ſerve the living 


God. 
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Concerning them that are weak in the 
Faith. 


Y E T ſomething further concerning them 

that are weak in the Faith. The A- 
poſtle writing to the believing Romans, writes 
thus, viz. Him that is weak in the Faith re- 
cerve you; But not"to doubtful diſputations ;, for 
owe believeth that he may eat all things, another 


who is Weak eateth hearbs: Let not him that 
eateth 
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eateth deſpiſe him that eateth mit, and let not 
bim which eateth not judge him that eateth 


for God hath received him.---- One man eſteem- 


eth one day above another ; another efteem- 
eth every day alike ;, Let every man be full 
perſuaded in his own Mind, &c. See Rom. 8. 
1,5, &C, 

My Friends, ſome unruly, and ſome un- 
skilful perſons of our time, who would be ac- 
counted ſtrong, faithful, and wiſe, under the 
Profeſſion of the Light of Chriſt Within, have 
endeavoured to ſtrain and wreft this laſt cited 
Scripture, thereby to juſtifie and cover them- 
ſelves, in the practifing of ſome things which 
are contrary to the Truth, as it is in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; as alſoin the omitting and neglefting of 
ſome things , which the Light of Jeſus hath 
led the faithful into, not only the Elders or 
aged in Chriſt, bur the younger alſo. In bear- 
ing with weakneſs we are of the Apo- 
ſtles mind and concerning eating of Hearbs, 
or any fort of Food or Meat; we would have 


all who profeſs he Light of Chriſt Jeſus, to 


wait diligently in it, that by it their Under- 
ſtandings may be cleared,that they may ſee as 
the Apoſtle did , and be perſuaded as he and 
many more were, and are, that thcre is no- 
thing unclean of it felf; that fo out of 
weakneſs they May grow ſtrong in the Lord. 
The fame Apoſtle who took this care, that 
they might not judgeone atother about Mears, 

Drinks 


; [30] 
Drinks, and Days. Hear what he further ſaich 
concerning theſe things, when ſome among 
the Chriſtians would, or did command to ab- 
ſtain from Mears, and would have it received 
as a Principle or DoEtrine of Chriſt in his 
Church, then the Apoſtle judged ir, and ranks 
it azone of the DoCctrines of Devils. See Tim. 

lips 3 

"Oblerte whilſt the abſtaining from Meats, 
in the before mentioned fenſe , was practiſed 
as a Weakneſs (which it really was) through 
ſhortneſs of Underſtanding , he bore with it 
and exhorted others fo to do , ſaying , W: 
who are ſtrong ought to bear the Infirmities of 
the weak: Rom, 15. 1. But when ome did 


account themſelves ſtrong ind wiſe in Chri- 
ſtianity , (but were not fo) would have en- 
joined it as a Command, that he judged, as a- 
toreſaid. 


Pl 
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Concerning Days. 


—_ concerning Days hear what he 
faith, (viz.) Howbeit then, wh:n ye 
knew not God, ye did ſervice to them which by 
narare ave no Gods. But now after that ye | "00's 
Anown God, or rather are known of ver _ 

turn ye apain to the weak and 
ments, W can ye deſire again to jo - Bo. 
dage. 
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dage. Te obſerve Days and Months, and Times, 
and Years; JJ am atraid of pou, leſt J 
have beſfowed on pou Labour in vain: 
Brethren, 1 beſeech you to be as I am.Gal. 4.3, 
9,10, 11.Again hear what he faith,viz. Now . 
the God of Fatience and Conſolation grant that 
you be like minded one towards another, accord- 
ing to Chriſt Teſus, that you may with one Mind, 
and one Mouth glorifie God, even the Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 15. 5, 6. 

Again, hear what the Apdſtle faith concern- 
ing theſe things, writing to the believing 
Coloſſians, viz. Let no man therefore judge you 
in Meat or im Drink, or m reſpef of an holy 
day, or of the New Moon, or of the Sabbath 
days; which are a ſhadow of things to come ; 
But the body is of Chriſt, &c. Col. 2. 16, 
I'7. 
"i That the Apoſtles and Primitivs 
faithful Chriſtians, who bore with the weak- 
nefſes of ſome, in their obſervation of Days, 
and limiting themſelves to eating of Hearbs, 
they were not to be judged in their cating or 
drinking, who eat and drank in the Faithand 
Counſel of God; neither were they to be 
judged, becauſe they dil not obſerve the Fews 
Yolp-dayps (fo called,) neither becauſe they 
did not obſerve the Jews New APoons, or 
Sabbath daps, which are a ſhadow ; for 
they were come to Chriſt, who is the end of 
the Law for Righteouſneſs ſake, to every one 
that belicyecs, as its written. Again, 


© 


th: + 

Again, hear what Chriſt ſaith; And he called 
the Mulricude together & ſaid, Hear end under- 
ftand, Not that which goeth into the Mouth de- 
fileth the Man, but that which cometh out of the 
Mouth defileth the Man. Do not you underſtand; 
that whatſoever entereth in at the Manth goeth 
#nro the Belly and is caſt out into the Draught? 
but thoſe things that proceed cut of the Mouth, 
cometh forth from the Heart, and they defile the 
Man ; For out of the heart proceed evil Thoughts, 
Murders , Adulteries , Fornications ,  Thefts , 
Falſe Witneſs, Blaſphemies, theſe are the things 
which defile «a man. Matth. 15. 10, 11, 17, 
18, 19, 20. And concerning the Jews 
Sabbath hear whar Chriſt ſaith, And he 
faid unto them , The Sabbath was made for 
Man, and not man for the Sabbath; therefore 
the Son of Man is Lord alſo of the Sabbath , 
-Mark 2.27, 28. 

Obſerve, this he ſaid-unto the Phariſecs, 
who judged his Dilciples tor pluckiog the 
Ears of Corn on the Sabbath day, who ſaid 
unto him, Bebold, why do they on the Sabbath 
day that which is not lawful? Upon which he 
brought them an Inſtance what David did, in 
eating the Dhew'b2ead, &c. Bur Chriſt by 
offering up himſelf through the Eternal Spirit, 
hath ſince that putan end to theſe ſhadows; fo 
that the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians were 
not to be judged for their refuſing to practiſe 
them when Chriſt had ended them, And 

though 
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though the Apoſtles and Chriftians did bear 
with the Practice of theſe things in ſome, 
after they came to make fome profeſſion 
of Chriſt, yet they bore with it as weak- 
neſs which it was, which the ſtrong in 
Chriſt knew they would outgrow, as:they 
diligently did follow on to know the Lord, 
through obeying him in what, they did al- 
ready know ; for thats the way for every 
one to know what is needful for -them to 
know, Which they yet know not, even th 
be obedtent to Goo im whartvbey do already 
know : For he is faithful who hath promi- 
ſed, ſaying, He that is faithful im a little, 1 
will make him Ruler over much. The'Path 
of the Fuſt i as the ſhining light, which ſhines 
more and mare unto te pHfele ,. as'*t18 
written. And againz The /ight of the Moon 
ſhall be as the light of the. Sun, ani the light 
of the Sun frall be ſevenfoll, as the light of ſe- 
ven days, GC. 273 ants 10301 

Now if thoſe weak ,ones; with whom 
the Primitive; Chriſtians: /bore in” theſe 
_ things , - ſhould have called” them /Ipc- 
fates and JInnovarors;: an@- have called 
their Epiſtles, rotten: Sgvders, +@ ns 
I92eſcriptions and {dias, and have judged, 
them in-chetr Cyaiſtian frevom, becauſe 
they did not continue With: them/in Buns 
deg:,. in:Eating Herbs, Obſeruation of Days, 
Tears, and Times , and ſhould bave'cryed 

"I 1 


up 
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up their Jewlfh boubag? to bave been Chat- 
fem. Libertys and themſelves to be ffrong 
;fians, and the others to be weak , or 


- Chri 
darkned and Apoſtatized ; Would the Apo» 
ſtles and Þ2imtrive Cbaifitans bave owned 
them as Bzetbren in Unity, and habe had 
Fellowſvip with them tn their ſo doing? 
Yea or Nay ? Let Gods faithful Witneſs in 
all thar know it, arfwer this Queſtion. 
Oh! my Friends, I am grieved in Spirit, 
becauſe of 2he hardneſs, wilfulneſs, and ſelf- 
conceitedneſs of#ſome , whoſe work, at this 
day, is ro unſettle the minds of Gods peo- 
ple, by drawing them from their diligent 
- attendance wnto the Spirit , Light, and 
Voice of God in their own hearts and fouls, 
and in the months of his faithful Servants, 
(which Spirit , Light , and Voice in their 
hearts, and in the mouths of his Servants, 
1s not contra to it (elf ut the one or 
the other) after them, into ungodly jealou- 


ſhes, evil ſarmiſes, donhiocnd] ti- 
ons, words and actions, arr nr 
ſeveral perſons, whom the Lord in 


mercy, 
had near to himſelf , have been 
drawnout from the ſimplicity, "which is in 
- Chriſt, into-prejadice, evil jealouſies, and 
alto into ſome 5 feſts 
ſiſtene with the Truth as ic is in 
divers of whom the Lord bath in'mercy 


ven the ſenſe thereof, ee 
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reous Judgrnents upon the evil, hach reſto 
red them into Unity with himſelf and wir 
bis tender people, who jw his tender bow- 
els have travelled for theip reſtauration, 
who now greatly rejoyce. in their return. 
Glory, yea, Glory to bis Eternal Name fer the 
ſame, and that for evermore. 


Tis my Faith, that God will difintangle ' 


fore who are yer beld by the afgreſaid 
Snares, for whoſe return my Soul travels 
in Prayers and Supplicatians to God : Fairh- 


ful is that faying "of the Apoſtle, Roms. 1 
22. Happy be that condemneth not himſelf 
in the thing which be glow gain be uy, 


New T beſeech you, Brethren, b ou Lord Fe 

ſus | Cir, har Je « all ſpeak the ſame thing, 

and that ther among you ; 

that you rg pol jad together im the LY 
ſame judgment : For it hath 

my declared unto me of you , my Brethren, 


by them which ave ofthe Hon Cloe, that 
e «re Contentions New the 


» tb 
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the Croſs i js F » them that my Fuliind ; but 


wnte 
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unto us which are [oved, it, is the of 
God ** For it i wwrigten) "4 wiit © be 
wispony of the wt &c. | We Pl? Chr 
\ "to the Jews. a Stumbling Block, 
and ts the Greeks foie; be, but unto thew 
whith* art called”, both on hs + 
Chri#t the power ' of God , and the wildow 0 
; God, &E, por "of ro, to 19, 4 
- Oh! my dear Friend; , and all you who 
p_ chaDiviti Lighr of Chriſt to be your 
cher ; ſeriouſly Es of theſe things: 
My earneſt defire for you all js, that yol 
may all diligently wait in the Light of 
Chriſt, therein\"t6' receive a right under- 
ſtanding thereof; for if you therein dili- 
gently wait, you will ſee that it was nor 
the A poſtles deſire or pleaſure,” that they 
ſhonld contend, oz'be in firif: foz Apolle, 
or Cephas, or Pim, or for them one a- 
* gamſt another ; bot that they ſhould all 
exalr' and ma Thats, who died for 
them,-and 1 to' govern and lead 
them in righreoiiſteſ neſs, and' to uphold and 
juſtifie rhem in the fame : And alſo confider, 
that he Prea cid Thr the Gofpet® ka the 
wiſdorivof wor he words w 
wiſdom teacheth , [eſt the Croſs" of Chriſt 
ſhonld*be*made. of none effect ; but he 
Preachtd the G 5 with the Holy Ghoſt 
ſent Ka! rugs « x6 erhy Which 
it tauPht kim; chat their Faith, who heard 
him, 


\ 
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him might nor ſtand in the wiſdom of thoſe 
words, which mans wiſdom teachethy; bur 
in the power of God'; for; as he Evieh it 
X Cox. 4. 19, 20. I wilcome to you-ſbortly, if 
the Lord will; and will know, not the 5pecy 
(or words) of them which are puſſed up, but 
the Wow-r #® for” the Kingdom of Go is not 
in wort, but im P01 r;neither doth it ſtand in 
meats or drinks, but in'rtghtcotſneſg and 
peace, and i. t1the Poly Ghof, into which 
Kingdom God hath gathered and is g4- 
thering chem thathave or yet do, of herbs 
after may, 'in ſincerity Hunger and Thurft 2 
after it. 

Again, conſider the Apoſtle eook-groae 
Care. un his Preaching, that the Croſs of 
Chriſt might ſor be 'madeof none Etfe&t; 
that thoſe who were come to bear it, might 
Nor be-weary oft, and Caſt it off, becauſe 
of the "ottence raken by the wicked' 4 
them , for .- their - Obedience © thereunto 
( nor: for any other \caulſe-) ;. for it is 
true as he writ, the Bzeacying'of the Groſs 
ts-{0 the at that periſh fooliſhneſs, butam= 
to u9zt 1s the power gf God ;-and as-it was 
then, it isgnow, be that was born after tht 
i: ne — _ that 285 yl Tos 
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Again Conſider, - oh my friends, and all 
you who profes the Light of Chriſt within 
wo be your Teacher, Ruler,and Guide, what 
is the 4. that forme profeſſing the Lighr 
within make ſuch a Noyſe againſt that 
wholſome Method or Order which the God 
of Order hath brought forrhamongſt us, 
in taking Care of his Glory," and the good 
one of another ; that the profellors of the 
Goſpel and its Light may walk Orderly 
in the Lightas becomes the ſame, thar cheir 
Lighe might foſhine before men,that the 
might ſee their good works, and — 
their Father which isin Heaven,according 
to Chriſts Command. Is it not obvious and 
Plain that their Noiſe and Clamout is, be- 
cane they ſeek a Liberty whick Chriſt 
and the, bearing of the Croſs Admits not , 
nor allowes of? Oh Conſider the ſayings 
of Chriſt, Strait is the Gate, and Narrow 
ts the Way that Leads to life, &tC. and broad 
ts the Gate, and wide is the Way that Lead- 
«h unto deſtruttion, and inanyilons te ches 
A i” ormpnoggnt= nk , To Enter in at 
uid leveling Ac Fate 
rien have kept their habirations in 
and their firſt Love therein to 
onto fountain ofit)andone to another, 


have not forgotten what ErercifÞ was gone | 


T 


Years ago and upward, 


-- 
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through Twenty 
throughthe unſound Kottons,Doctrims ws 
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P2actices of ſome, who not only pofeſſed 
tbe Light wichin, bur Largly talked and 
Pz2eached in Comm?noa:ton of it when 
they were our of it, and in their works 
Enemies to it : Oh how were ſome at un- 
awars beguiled through their fair word; & 
fine ſpeeches in their feigned Commendation of, 
and in words ifying the Light within ! 
they told us in thole dayes, Tyey were 
come to a greater Diſpenſation and Glory, 
we were in, and they told us, that we 
e in th2 form without che power ; and 
told us, God would break our form and 
ſcattzr us;but they proved fa}ſe Prophets? 
for God, hath vruken chem, and ſcattered 
them, bue preſerved and kept bis Veople, 
who have been kept by his' Mighty power 
through Fairh in che true form of Godlineſs, 
while divers of them, with their high and 
vain pretentions, have not qnly been e- 
ſtranged from the Life and Power of 
Godlyneſs, but alfo from the very form 
thereof, turning into the Liberty and Luſts 
of rhe fleſh, and fo became Enemues to 


Þ Croſs of Chriſt, whoſe minds went 


downward, into the Earth and Earthly 

things, from the Heavenly ; the Latter- 

end of ſuch we have ſeen ro-be worſe than 

ſubtrlo u 

an | he eender 
4 
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God) to ſee the ſnare in which they were 
"taken, and came out of iti; and as it 
was then, ſo will it be with reſpect to divers 
who through cubnity and at unawars (for 
want of watchfulneſs in the Holy fear of 
God) have been of late years, and yet are 
enſnared and entangled,as others were be- 
fore them ; tho ſome whom Satan hath 
made uſe of to enſnare them, may not re- 
turn to the Lord by Repentance, bur be 
Cut off in his diſpleaſure. © 

And oh my friends,and all you that pto- 
feſs #he Light within to be your Teacher, 
Confider ; doth not ſome at this time who 
profeſs the fame Light within,to be their 
Teacher, pay Tithes ro a p2ztelt or 22ztelie, 
go toa Þ | t to. be marcted,or be marri2b 
by him, uſe the unchriſtian Cuſtoms and 
faſhing of the People of the Nation, in 
their unſoynd ſpeech and vain Comply. 
ments, and -ſome in their (uperfluous and 
nere s appar. and ſome in lwearino, and 
ſome inſeking to,and complying with,and 
ruſting in the Aru of fleſh for their ſeturi. 
ry; and do not theſe Cry,we mult be lefr'to 
vur Liberry in theſe things, We muſt-hav?> 
1.tberty of Conefence?and have Not ſome of 
chem preſumptuouſly ſaid, that the ſptrit 
or Lighe of God migyt allow tbem todo ſo? 
and” to cover and juftifie themſelves in this 
unchriftian Liberty, have not ſome of them 
ITS ſought 


[ 41 | 
ſought, to ftrain and wreſt the” afore ci. 
ted ſayings of the Apoſtles Concerning eat- 
ing of Herbs, Meats, the Obſervation 
of days,and other parts of the Scripture of 
Truth ? Would not ſome ſtrat; and tworeft 
theſe Scriptures in our _ time to cover 
, themſelves in the aforeſaid nnchriſtian 
practices ? let Gods faithful witneſs in 
their own hearts ſpeak in this Matter, 
and let the words that have falen from 
the Mouthes of ſome of the profeiiors 
of the Light within (made publick) of late, 
Witneſs againlt them in this matter. 

The Lord God faid by the mouth of his 
Prophet, Wo to-the Rebellious Children, that 
take Councell, but not of me; and that Cover 
with a Covering, but not of my ſpirit,that they 
may add ſm unto fin, [a.3 0.1.My tender de- 
ſires are for all that prgfeſs the Light & Spi- 
rit of God withtin,that they may walk init, 
& be covered by it, that the woes of God 
they may Eſcape ; bur the unruly, looſe 
and diſorderly profeſlors of it, wiK not E- 
cape the woes and wrath of God, ifthey 
do not unfeignedly Repent, -and amend 
their doings ; , and Ceaſe from their un- 
chriſtian dedds, which they havedoneand 
words, which they have ſpoken againſt the 
Loxd God, 'Chriſt, and /his tender faithful 
ſervants, who have Anciently and to this 

day do labour inthe Word and Docttine 


of 
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of the Goſpel, in turning many from dark- 
neſs to Light, from the power of Satan 


unto God, and ir Preſervation, Con- 
firmation and iſhment therein. 


Something concerning Chriſtian Order, 
,or, Order in the Church of Chrift, 


He Apoſtle writes thus, God « not 

the Author of Confuſion but of 'Veace, 

is all the Churches of the Saints. Again, he 
exhorts or commands , ſaying : Let all 
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and the fruit of Righteouſneſs * ſown in peace 
of them thagumake peace, James 3. 13. to 
the end. 

Again; Pau! faith, Be ye followers of me, 
even as 1 am of Chriſt : Now I praiſe you, 
| Brethren, that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the Ordinances as I delivered them 
wnto you, GC. and the reſt will I (et in 2- 

1 Der when I come, 1 Cor, It. I, 2,3, 4 

| And again, writing to Tis, he faith : 

For this cauſe left I thee in Crete , that thou 

ſhouldeſt (tt in 02der rhe thingy that are want- 
ing, aud ordain Elders in every City, as I bad 
appointed thee, Titus x. 5. read it through. 

Again , the Apoſtle writing to the Church 
at Corinth , faith : Now concerning the Colle- 
Hon for the Saints, as Fhave given order to 
the Churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye, 1 Cor. 
6.1. "Ro 

Obſerve here,that all things were not ſt . 
in ozder at once by the Apoſtles, amongſt 

1 the Believers and Profeſſors of Chriit , bur 

as the work of —_ rs womans and Re< 

at ion Was Wrou order by degrees, 

; even ſo yood ourward Dpder and Govtrn- 
ment they grew into , or by de. 
grees ;' © hath it been is in our 
day, with thoſe who to the light of Clirife 

eare-turned, who therein wait, and more 
and more follow on to know the Lord; ſich 
do not build again the things a" 


. [44 
Fruth in them lath deſtroyed :-They do 
not pay Tytyes, mai cy by a \Igeff,, or turn - 
back into the finfal cuſtoms and van glozp 
of the world ; but they ſtand in the liberty 
wherewith Chrigghath made them free, and 
hold faſt the Teuth, which is their Crown, 
that no man take. it from them, or them 
from it. | 
Now all-yon that are young in Truth, 
and all others whom it concerns, take no- 
tice, that thoſe whom God firſt turned from 
darkneſs to light in this our Age,” who be- 
came lovers and followers of it, they there-. 
by were led in the:very morning or Infan- 
cy of their knowledge of the Light; and the 
teachyigs of it, to deny b-ing Barreed by a 
Y2ieſf, and to deny paping of Tythes, and 
- to Jenp Sw-artne, to deny Envpings , and 
Strife, Wirs and $ightino, which are the 
fraits of the Fleſh-, ' proceeding from the 
Lults thereof, and to-benp (be vat cuſtoms, 
ſinful. &uts, and-glozy of fhe-woald; to 
continu? tn the denpal of th-ſr,, ig'well plea. 
- fing ta God: - And'as it was'withithe faith- 
ful in the beginning, or breakingoue of the © 
Goſpel day, atnong(t-us:; ſo ir11s with the: 
faichful now, /as/with reſpett roi their, teſti», 
mory inthe dehial of theſe things ;and God 
hath--given great Jncrea » of: his ſpiritual + 
Tredſures , Riches g;and Bleſſings j 'to-thoſe 
that have continued faithful tinge that ___ ; 
& 's) 
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ſo that they are now nearer'to the Lord, © 
than-they were in the morning of the day, 
and Infancy of their knowledge of him, 
Glory to his Name for the ſame. And thusit 
was with the Primitive Believers and Walk- 


ers inthe Light, as the Scriptures of Truth 
declare. S» | 
Now to-ſuch as ſay , Things among#t us 
(who profeſs the Light of Chriſt to be our 
Teacher) are not asthey were inthe beginning'; 
I fay, Bay, as with reſpect to ai erſuus 
pzof: ing tbe Light; as aforeſaid; they are 
not, nor yet with reſpect to divers things 
praQtiſed by the profellors of the Light ; for 
the Faithful kave grown from one degree 
of Grace to-another, and ſo from the pra- 
Ctice of ſome good thinge,to the praftice of 
quore good things , having in the 
ight, they bave held what they þad , and 
gained moze, according to Chriſts promiſe, 
who faid, He that x faithful in a little, I will 
make him Rider over much : And there is to 
be a growing from frength to frengh, and 
from” Glory to Glory, from one degree of 
Grace toghother, till there be an appear- 
ing in S$:0x in perfect beauty, till there be 
a coming tothe meaſure of the Stature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt, to a perfe&t man in 
Chriſt-Jeſus. This is accordiog to the A» 
poſtles DoCtrine.: Who thus goes on gra- 
dyally towards 'perfeCtion , are no 9c - 
: | cates, 
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fates, Backſliders, or Dzawers back to 
perdition; but pzefſers fozward fox the com-- 
plete Bedemption of their Souls : £o theſe 


are in a better condition than they were | 


in the beginning of their profeſſion of the 

Spirit, Truth, and Light of Chriſt within; 
3; be fi, Where Serive that iorenghe 
inſiruged unto the Kingbemn of God, is like 
unlo a Pan that is an Pouftolder, which 
bzingeth out of his Treaſme pings new 
and old, 

All that come to this State, walking i in 
the light, as- aforefaid, they increaſe in 
good Order in the Power of God. 4 
And again,” Chriſt faith : Take beed what. 
you bear, &c. And he faid, Wherewntd ſhall 
we liken the Kt of God ? Or with what 

riſon ſhall 2we it? It « like @ 
Gram of Muftard-ſeed, which when it « ow 
#n the Earth, x leſs thay all the ſeeds that be 
i rhe Earth: but when it is ſown, it 
«p, and becometh greater than all s, and 
ſhooterh ons great Branches, fee Mark Ly. 24. 
tO 32. 


| 


| 


| 


eweth 


Oferve - here the Ne *thar Chriſt | 


ſpoke concerning the Kingdom of God, 
and the Increaſe of it : Now as the 
Grain of Mnſtardſeed is ſmall, bur $2 
four in the Earth growerh gradually, and 

in due faſon op Gol 
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, | ofits own Natore and Kind, even o the - 
Heavenly ſpark or ſeed of life, being be- 
lieved in by man, it takes root in his 
hearr, and grows gradvally , and in the 
Appointed ſeaſon of the Father brings forth 
fruit, firſt a little, and afterwards woe ; 
for Chriſt the living Vine faid, Is thi 
Father glorfed that you bring forth muc 
fruit : I am the" true wine, my father is the 
bu:handman * Every branch that bringeth 
| or forth fruit (in Mt) be rakerb away ; and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth, 
that it may hring forth more {ns fohex of 
And again, he taid, So is the Kingdom 
God, as Mayo 6 $aft ſeed mto t 
ground, and the ſeed ſhould ſpring and grow 
- up, &c. for thegarth brinketh forth fruit of 
her ſelf, firf# the blade, then the rear , then 
the full con *» the rar, Mark. 4. v. 26. 
to 32. | 
Again, the Prophet 1/atah 
of Chrifſts Government and 
-writes thus, For unto ns a Child « bornentd 
us a Son is given, the Government ſhall be on ; 
hs ſhoulder, and his name ſhall be called 
wonderful Councelle?, the mighty God, the 
everlaſting Father , the Pzince of Peace; 
of the mereaſe of bu Government and Peace, 
there ſhall be no end ; upon the Throne of Da- 
vid, and bs Kinedom to Order it, anll 
ro Eſtabliſy it with J dar” 
ice, 
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fiice , from henceforth even fot ever : The 
Zeal ihe, _ of Hoſts witl perforn# this, 
fee Ila. 9 

teh = the Parable of the Grain 
of Wheat caſt into the Earth, it ff ſprings 
to the Blade; ſecondly to the Ear ; $hirdly to 
the ful} or ripe Co2n in the Ear. Now-it 
may be truly faid, that when the Grain of 
Wheat is ſprung up to the Ear, it is not as 
it was in the beginning of its growth into 
the Blade, as with reſpect ro the ſtature | 
and growth of it ; for the ſecond is greater 
than the fr f. 
Again, it may be ſaid, when it is grown 

to full ripe Con in the Ear, it jS not as it 
was in the beginning of its growth into the 


Blade, nor as it was whgn it was grown 
to the Ear, but not ripe, full, or perfect 
Corn ; for the third degree of its growth 
was greater than the firft or ſecond, though 

they proceeded of oge (ered and; were of | 
one kind, and all god and beautiful in the 
order of their growth. Now- this Grain 
of Wheat, and the fruit and product of it, 
in the (veral degzrs of the gzowth thereof 
to its, perfectior, being made by Chriſt a 
Parable of the Pravenly Sed of God in 
oe Hearts of his People, and of the ſeveral 
.of its:work and. appearance in 
yon tb. tr (everal degzis of growth 
in is from their Infaficy cherein , to their 
CoN:;- 
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compleatneſs or- ripe Age in Chriff. All 
you that profeſs to he the Generation or 
Ott-ſpring of this Peavenly Sced, Try and 


prove pour ſelves in this matter, be retired 


in the Spirit of your minds, and with the 
Light - (yon e profeſſion of) take a 
vizw 'of your States and Conditions, and 
ſee whether your growth and proſperity 
in the-Truth doth anfiver this parable, Yea 


or Na Har 
obſerve what Iſaiah Propheſied con- 
cerning Chriſts Kingdom andSoverninent, 


- He faith, Df the Jicreaſe of Dis Goverr- 


ment and Peace there (bat be no End. 


| Now they who underthe prodelleniof the 


Light -within,are againſt this pure Go 


ment of Chriſt, and the increaſe of "it, in 


the particuler, and i in his Charch in general, 
who are for bzingirig m\'and Baactiing 
a corrupt fleſhly Liberty, Contrary t6 HY 


with {i [the Faithful Chrifian Apoltles 


'Irver the ROOT ar oy 


4 


and” Elders; &c. were - Exerciſed and 
greived if the Primitive times, - as the 


| - cipry Pant, Peter, Fobn; Fude, &c, do 


imas" what Peter ith woe arcs. 
matter, vis. The Lord ——— 


we | andto' 
Fob Pero Ik of 


{0 be Pint? 
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ter the fleſh inthe Laſt of Wncleanneſs, and | 
diſpiſe Government;p2eſumtuous are they, | 
ſelf-willed,---baving Eyes full of Adwltery,and | 


' "that cannet ceaſe from Sim , beguiling un- | 


fable Souls -— Ys ere wells _ 


the fleſh, through rg ma ——_ onne[s,theſe 4 


_were Clean from them who live in 
Errour : while they they 7 rn them Liberty, | 
they themſelves are the Servants -of Cor- 

lon ; | for- as on 4 man is overcome, 


x 3s 
.2- 9, 10, 14, 17, 1 
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the Clapter 


as Ot es, ſois it in 
ours; fome Fell awap then the faich 


and Obedienceto the-Croſfs of Chriſt, who 
had been Enlightened, and. taſtgd of the: 
Heavenly Gift, aud of rhe; power of the 
' World to Come ; who*while-they therein 
abode; were -as Stars in the Firmament 
_ of --the wer. of God, and. as the 
Clouds that are fled Vick rain,.. and: 
as the Trees of the Lords Planting , 


_ which | brought forth - ſome fruit co 

ge on de lene ton Oo 
no 

en tele ti were and.ſo thep canie 
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tobe without fruit, as Jude writeth ; 
Trees twice dead, pluckt up by the Koots, 
&c. and could not grow any more. 
Now obſerve, it is not with theſe as ic 
was in the beginning, when they were 
firſt turned tothe Light of Chriſt, by which 
they come to ſee their Sins, and tobe led 
to Repent of them, and to forſake them ; 
tbe larter End of theſe ts, ard will be,wozce 
than their beginning, as the Apoſtle Peter 
writes concerning ſuch ; for faith he, It had 
_— better for fur Do to have known the way 
Righteouſneſs, t e&r they have known 
it, t0 —_ the Wh * = 49 Bhs de-. 
livered to them; but it is come to paſs according 
to the true Proverb, the bog !s returned to 


bis own vomit again, and the ſow that 


was waſhed, to her wallawing in the Tire, 
2 Peter 21. 22. fuch, in former time, became. 
the Agents of Sathan to ſeduce and draw 
others from the Faith and Dbedcence of the 
Crofs of Chriſt; fome ſuch have been and 
are in our dap. All you that Love the Lighc 
of -our - Lord Jefus Chriſt, which makes 
Manifeſt all things as they are, and re- 
proves that which is Evil, wait dilligent] 
in the Light, yoate im you may ſee ; 
the Ppyfterious workings of Sathan and, 
his Agents, thar hens waiting . 
biding ſRedfaſt, you may Eſcape all their 
Snares, | 
E 2 


hn 


Something 
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Something more Concerning the order 
of the works of God in Heaven and 
Earth, and particularly in his Peo- , 
ple. | 


, 


HE great God, who made Heaven 

and Earth, and the fountains of | 
Water, who made all things good in the | 
beginning, be is the great Govof D2der, | 
he works his works in Þ2der. In the be- 
gining God Created the Heaven and the ; 
Earth, and the Earth was withont fozm 
and void, and Darkneſs was npon the face 
of the Deep, and the ſpirit of God Moved 
upon the Face of the Waters, and God 
{a\d, ler there be ® Light,and 

* Note, God there was Light, and God 
Commanded fy the Light that it was 
the Light toÞ* Good, and God divided the 
- firſtda,, =» Ligbt from the Darkneſs, 
and God called the Light 
TDav, and the Darkneſs he called Right, 
and the Evening and the ing were the 
firſt day : and God faid let there be a Fir- 
mament in the midſt of the Waters, and 
* tit divide the Waters fromche Waters,and 
God made the Firmament, and divided 
the Waters which were under the Firma- 
ment, 
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ment, from the Waters which were above 
the Firmament, and it was /o, and God 
called the Firmameart Beaven, and the 
Evening and the Morning were the ſecond 
day ; and God faid let the waters under 
the Heaven be gathered together unto one 
place, and let the dry Land appear, and it 
was ſo; and God called the dry Land earth, 
and the gathering together of the waters 
called he ſeas, and God ſaw that it was 
good;and God ſaid,Let the Earth bring forth 
grals, the Herb yeilding ſeed,and the fruit- 
tree yeilding fruit after his kind, whoſe 
ſezdis in it ſelf upon the Earth, and it was 
ſo, and the Earth brought forth- graſs, and 
Herb yeilding ſeed, after his kind, and the 
tree yeilding fruir,whoſe ſeed was in it felf 
after his kind, and God -ſaw that it was 
good, and the Evening and the morning 
were the Third day: and God faid,let there 
be Lights In the Firmament of the Heaven 
to divide the Day from the Night, and let 
them be for aignes and for Sea.ons, and 
for 2daves.and Bears, and let them be. for 
Lights4n the Firmament of Heaven,to give 
Light upon the Earth, andit was fo, and 
God made two great Lights, the greater 
Light toRule the day, and the leſler Light 
to Rule the Night, he made the Stars alſo, 
and God ſet them in the Firmament of the 
Heaven, to give Light upon the Earth, and 

E 3 ro 


os 


(. 54 ) 


to Rule over the Day, and over the Night, 


and to divide the Light from the Darknefs, 
and God faw that it was good, and the 
Evening and the Morning were the Fourth 
day : and God faid, let the waters bring 
forth aboundantly the moving Creature 


that hath life, and Foulthat may fly abore ' 


the Earth in the open Firmament of Hea- 
ven, and God Created great Whales, and 


every living Creature that moveth, which ' 


the waters brought. forth aboundantly af. 
ter their kind, and every winged Foul af- 
ter his kind, and. God faw that it was 
good, - and God blelſed them, faying,. be 
fruitful and Multiply, and fill the waters in 
the Seas, andlet Foul Multiply, in the Earth, 
and the Evening and the Morning were 
, the Fifth day : and God faid, let the Earth 
bring forth the Living Creature after his 
kind, Cattle and Creeping thing, and 
Beaſt of the Earth, after his kind, and it 
was ſo, and God made the Beaſt of the 
Earth after his kind, and Cartleafter their 
kind, and every thing that Creepeth up- 
on the Earth after his kind, - and God ſaw 
that it was good; and God ſaid, ler us make 
Man in our 009 Image, after our Likeneſs, 
and let them have inion over the Fiſh 
of the Sea, and over the Foul of the Air, 
and over the Cattle,and over all the Earth, 
and over every Creeping thing that _ 
[= 
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eth upon the Earth ;_ ſo God Created Man 
in his own Image, wi the Image of God 
[Created he bim, Male and Female Created, 
he them ; and God bleſſed them; and God 
aid nnto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and 
| repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue it, and bave 
| Amaia over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over 
the Foul of the Air, and over every Living 
thing that moverth upon the Earth; and 
God fd, behold I have Given you every 
Herb, bearing. ſeed, which is upon the 
face of all the Earth, and every Tree in the 
which is the fruit of a tree ing ſeed, to 
ou it ſhall be for ever, and to every 
ſt — Earth,and toevery Foul ofthe 
Air, and toevery thing that Creepeth up- 
on the Earth wherein there is life, I have 
given every green herb for meat, and 
it was fo, \and God ſaw every thing that 


he had made and behold it was very goods 
& the Evening and the Morning were the 
Sixth day. Thus the Heaven and the Earth 
were finiſhed, and all the hoſt of 
and on the Seventh day God his 
work which he had made, and he reſted on 
be tad made Se Thebarvthe generations 
e C. are the generations 
of the Heavens and of the Earth when they 
were Created. Read the whole firſt Chap» 
ter of Geneſis, and the beginning of the (e- 
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* Obſerve here the Beautiful and Lowly 
oder of the - work of the great God of 
2der, in bringing forth his Beautilul 
Creation of Heaven and Earth, and all 
things in-them ; behold he did not make 
Heaven and Earth and allthings that are 
in them atonce, or in one day; you may 
here Read what he made the firit day, 
and what he made the Second day, and 
what he made the Third dap, and what 
he made the Fourth bday, and what he 
made -the Fifth bday, and what he made 
the Sirrch dap , and that he finiſhed and 
ended his work on the S2venth day. 

Reader, here thou mayelſt ſee how the 
works of God were Carried on by de- 

rees, to their Compleatneſs; Likewiſe 

ou mayeſt obſerve theſgnorance of ſome 
inour day, who fay, Things among us 
(who profeſs to be Taught and. led by the 
Light of Chriſt within) are not as they wert 
in the beginning, when we were firſt rurned 
to the Light , but here is new Order or Orders 
ſet up 8 ſt us, ſeveral Meetings and 
Prattices, which we are afraid, will bring in | 

oftacy. Such rant, Dark talk as 
he "ox I heard yi ſome who account 
themſelves Children of Light, Ancient in Truth, 
Grown, Wiſe, &c., ' , _ 
_- Obſerve. from what God has ſpoken by 
the Mouth of Moſes, as aforefaid,that from 
| | AT the 
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the Firſt day to-the Seventh day, in which 
God ended his work; he brought forth R:w 
tbt1gs every dap, This glorious work he 
Carried oh. by degrees, till he had Toms 
pl.atedit according to the Counſell of his 
own will. 

Again , obſerve, Man, who was at the 
firſt madein the likeneſs of his Maker, holy, - 
Fuſt, and good, being ſeduced, deceived 
by the Serpent,who abode not in the Truth, 
in whom there is no Truth, he is become 
a degenerate plant of a ſtrange Vine uato 
God, by rakinr, eating, and Doing, that 
which the great God from the firit hath 
forbidden, he died the Death accarding to 
the word of the Lord, andin this dege- 
nerate fallen State is dead in treſpaſles and 
ſins, his Sptrtt, mind, will, and affections, 
dead from God, fron Purity, from Holy- 
neſs, Righteouſneſs and Innocency, 1 this 
State of Death he doth not Kigutly ſeek 
after the Living God, in this State heis 
not rightly atfected rowards him, he doth 
not behold his goodneſs, his glory and 


' Mighty power, he doth not Reverence and 


fear himashe ought, neither doth he hunger 
and thirſt after him and his Righteouſneſs, 
Purity, Juſtice, Love, &c. burontheCon- 
trary,; his dead mind, will, and atfections, 
all dead from God, are Jmployedand ©: « 
erctſ9d by Satan in that which is oh, 
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andrhat continually, asthe Lord hath ſpo- 
ken by rhe mouth of Moſes, viz. And God 
ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great in 
theEarth, and that every Imagination of the 
thoughbrs of his heart was only Evil continual- 
ly ; and #t repented the Lord that be had made 
man on the Earth, and it grieved him, &Cc. 
Geneſis 6. 5,6. 

Obſerve the great and merciful Crea- 
tor, and God of the whole Earth, hath 
promiſed the Kedemptton of his Creacure 
Wan, yea, both the Male and Female our 
of the Bondage of Corruption, into the 
glorious Li of the Sons and Dangh- 
ters of God; this he hath ſpoken by the 

©... mouths of his Servants, as it is written in 
the Scriptures of Truth, when God gave 
his juſt and righteous Sentence of Judg- 
ment upon the Serpent, for his Curſed 
work of deceiving the Man and the Wo. 
man, hefaid unto the Serpent, Becauſe thou 
haſt done this, thaw art Curſed above all Cat- 
tle, and above every Beaſb of the Field, _ 
thy Belly ſhalt thou go, Duſt ſhalt t 
eat all the days of thy Life ; and I will put 
Emmity herween thee and the Woman, and 
between thy Seed and her Seed, and it ſhall 
bruiſe thy Head, &c. Geneſis 3. 14, 15. The 
Apoſtle writing concerning this Seed, faith, 
Now to *Abraham and his Seed were the 
promiſe: made ; be ſaith not, and ro Seeds, 
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s of many, but af of ont, and to thy Seed, 
hich is «Ori, ala. 3. 16. This'Seed . 
iſt was Glorified with The Father before 


the World began; - as he ſaid, Glorifie thou 


with thine own elf \ With the Glory that I 
bad with thee before the World began,\oh.17. 
e is that Eternal Divine Word, by whom 


all things were made, who lighteth every 
that cometh into the World, who , in 
the days of his Fleſh, commanded man, 
Jaying, Believe in the Light, walk in the 


ight, &c. The Apoltle writing of him to 


the Saints, fald, He was Ordained from of 
vld, bur manifeſt for you in the laft 
time, &c. made of the Seed of D 


and 
brobaw, according to the Fleſh, Wt de- 
lared to be the Son of God wi | Power, 
dy the Reſurrection from the ; he 
as made in due time of a Woman under 
he Law, to Redeem them that were under 
he Law ; he went up and down doing 
700d, healing all manner of Diſeaſes, Ma- 
adies and Sickneſſes ; yea, he raiſed the 
Dead unto life ; after which he offered up 
im(elf” through the Erernal Spirit,” as a 


Lamb without ſpot'and blemiſh, an accep- 
table Sacrifice to God for the remuſſion of 
the ſins of the Tranſgrefſors, ( who believe 


in him, and come to the obedience of the 
Faith, ) he roſe from the Dead the Third 
Day, and appeared to his Diſciples, and 

gave 


(. 60 | 
gave-cthem many things in Charge, parti- | 
cularly to feed his Lambs and Sheep, (and 
to love one another, and love Enemies , 
e&c.) after. which he aſcended according 
ta the Scriptures, and is on the right-hand | 
of the Majeity on Hizh, from whence bz 
ſhall proceed to Judg the World in righte- } 
ouſneſs, the man Chriſt Jeſus ; this 1s he 
. who was with the Church in the Wilder- 
neſs, the ſpiritual Rock ; for faith the A- 
poltle, He was with the Charch in the Wil- 
derneſs ; for faith he, They all eat the [ame 


ſpiritual meat ; they all drink theſame (piritu- | 


al drink ; they eat and drank of the Rock that 
followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt ;; 


this is. lf of whom Fobr in the Revelations 
teſtifies, faying, He rides upon a White Horle, 

bis Veſture ts dipt in blood, bis Name is cal» 
led the "o2d of Bod, and the Armies which 
are in Heaven follow him. This is he that 
was dead and is alive, and lives for ever- 
| more, who hath the Keys of Hell and. of 
Death, who ſlays the Dragon that plays in 
the Sea, who deſtroys Death, and him that | 
hath the Power of Death,which is the Devil; 

this is he who is the ReſurreCtion of the 

Dead, and the Life of the Living ; this is 
he who ſaid, He that believeth on me though he 
were dead, yet ſball be live; and ſaid, be that 
liveth and believeth, ſhall never dye; Partya, 
believeſt thou this? this is he of whom the A- 


poſtle | 


— 


[6x } 


poſtle writ to the Saints, ſaying, Ne, that 


ſome time were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 


hath be quickened ; by Grace ye are ſaved 
through Faith,and that not of yeur ſelves ; fer 
it is the gift of God. Again, thisis he of 
whom the Apoſtle writ, faying, We have 


| all been gone aſtray, as Sheep without a Shep- 


herd ; but now we art returned to the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, and Biſhop of . our 
Souls : this is he of whom tis written, That 
there is no Name given under Heaven, by 
which man can be ſaved, but by the name of 
Teſus Chrit; it is alſo written of him, That 
there is nct Salvation in any other ;- he him- 
ſelf hath ſaid,' I am the way to'the Father; 
no man can come t0 the Father but by me, 1 
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; I am 
the Door,be that enters in by me the Door, ſhall 

0 in and find Paſture; I am the good Shep- 

erd ; I lay down my Life for my Sheep; all 
that came yore we, they are Thieves and 
Robbers. Apoſtle faith , If any war - 
have net the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his, 
Rom. 8. 9. they who Preach the Words 
of God, ſpoken by his Spirit,in, and by Wis 
Son, ar in 6 by his Prophets or Apoſtles, 
without the, Spirit of God and Chriſt, they 
ſteal, the Lord is againſt them, ſee Fer.23. 
Ezekel 13.1. to the end. 1 Coy. 2. 1o, 11, 
I Pet. £.11. 1 Cor.12.3. | 


Obſerve, 


[ 62 ] 
Obferve, This she by whom God brings 
forth his Kew Creation in man, who was 
fallen dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins ; the 4x" 
poltle faith, If any man be in Chriſt, be 
a New Creature ; old things are paſſed —_ 
behold all things are become New ; and all. 
things are of God ; and he writ to theSaints, 
ſaying, We are Gods workmanſhip, Created: 
in Chrift Teſus unto good Werks, which God 
before Ordamed that we ſkculd walk m 
them. 

Obſerve, This is he that burns up the | 
old Pravens, and the cld Earth. which | 
Satan bath filled with Sin and Wickedneſs; 
this is he that; Baprizeth 'with che Holy, | 
Ghoſt, and with Fire, whoburns up all the | 
"Ws Joy,faif- Wleature, which is as a falſe 

en;for as the Kingdom of God tbe true 
Peavey, conſiſts in true Joy and Peace, fo 
Satan transforms himſelf in his dark. King- 
dom,n fallen man,which he has filled with 
—_ es him, for a ſhort time, a falſe * 
op and Tears in Evil doing ; : this is that 
Joy that muſt be turned into @ogrow ; this | 
is that Peace which is not the Peace of * 
God, therefore God will deſtroy it. Hea- * 
venand Earth, and all things, were good 
in the beginning, and man was good, mm 
very good, his Spint, Soul and ; 
being fallen from Gad, into-a 
Plant of a ſtrange Vine, his Heart,Mind,Spi- 


rit, 


þ [63 
Tit, Will and Aﬀedtions, all Corrupted,Poj- 
ſfoned, Slain, Dead, from God, he is now 
become as the corrupt Earth, which brings 
forth Bryersand Thorns,. whoſe end is to 
be burned. Mankind in the fall is ac- 
counted by the Prophet as a Fozeſt or 
RO 
the day 0 
the Lord that ſhall come upon this Wlil- 
derneſs, Bzpers andThozns,Sinand Wick- 
edneſs, and ſhall burn them up. And a- 
gain, the Prophet of the Lord faith, The 
day of the Lard fhall come, which ſhell burn 
MT rao Te 
IE as te i 
own , aud leave them neither Root mv 


"All have Gnned and come ſhort of the 
glory of Gad ;.Sin brqught Death and Se- 
paration .fram God ; God faith by [the 
Prophet, Your Sins ſeparate betwixe you and 
ng ain eo ſons 
il of 9_. s Gong ay 7-26 ir ma coed 
then drew near, and let ws reaſon t 
though your fins were: as Crimſen,. I 
them @s Snow, , though x net 6 I 
Will make them 8s Wool; 1 will carry thews 


bw ALS. Inefa, and Will re- 
. ove ban 45 on you, #5 the Eaſt 5: 
from the Welt. * Again, God command 


b/ 


[&) 3 
-by the Apoſtle, faying; Cleanſe bs band 
ou-ſmners, purifie your bearts-ye deuble mind- 
4, } fied nd! mourn, let your laughter 
be turned into heavineſs, and” your joy into 
- mourning: humble your ſelves under the migh- 
1y hand of God, "and be-ſhall'exalt you in due 


time. And tlie Apoſtle faith, - Awake theu | 


that ſleepeſt, 'and ariſe from the Dead, and 

Chriſt ſhall give thee Light, Epheſ. 5. 14. 
Obſerve, "Thar 'all the fallen dead ſons 

and daughters of Adam, who'come to be 


| 


made alve-to God, to become a genera- 
tion to him, *to bring \'forth fruit to his 


Glory,tbey muſt come to be. Atwakened'by | 


the Spirit and.Voice of God;-ſounding an 
in their-own Hearts and Souls, to 
tave their ears opened to his, voice, the 
eyes of their” unberſtandings + opened 
to-ſee him a God' nigh at hand; ' they 
Aiet know © the gn of the 
ighteous Judgmerits of God uÞpon the 
"head of - the Serpent ale own 
Hearts, Minds, Wills, -and-AﬀeCtions, and 


through his:Righteous Judgments to know | 


'& old man with his deeds which are Cor- 
rupt, according to the deceitful Lufts of 
the fleſh pur 


, and ſo to know the ful- 


filling ofthe Apoſiles wordy whe fil, Tho 
the flef 


That are Chriſts have Crutified 
ith the Aﬀettions and Luſts ; He that is im 
Chriſt-45' a New Greature. * © 


Again, | 


God, (who js a 
Wickedneſs,) to 
and Conſume his 


of 
vob 


i 


bi 
: 


P, 


+, «ies. 1 is th 


TOES T7T fat DT 


» Ty” 
to another, unrcill appar id Sion in 
—_— oor f Yi are not like a 
warff, thatdoth notgrow; for a Dwarf 
was by the Law of God forbiden to be a 


Prieſt,and ſo was a Lepoz;bnt fuch who be- 
lieve, wait, and grow 


pt 
Head to the Sole of the Foot, and who 


| _ » but 


ff 


FF 


If; 


7 


T 


— 
x4 


J 


FBY 


of 
they are defended from all the 
of the Devil, theſe are made 
in Chriſt, who-Deſtroys the, hi 
works in them ; To the{& is gives the 
Spirit of P2aile inſtead ofchar of heavineſs; 
theſe are returned to'Siew with of 
diliverance, and 2M joy 3 

2 


j 


7 


FA) 
theſe God reigns, um and thro em 
. he ſhines, ane the en 
which 1yesin wickedneG; Thus its writs 
Gale rf of. Nog, the \perfadhion of beagty, 


Ae Abe Apoltl writing of the Beauti- 
Rar her Cl m,n 
I G un, 
another Gl Tibe Poon, "” anotber Glory 
of the Pt OE b from a- 


other Stor ney {o. alſo is the Reſurreftion 
dead, 1 IF. 41, 
q exve Hh pes os E Apoſtle hath 


& Sun, Moon, and Stars in Heaven, & 
the Reſurve#ion of the dead; ſhew- 
Ms os ER Se an Cardivans 


thoſe Flo Chriſt hat ch penghor 


Fs. by feng degree 


EE their Eucal oh rees of 
ery and 
"ou "Iiſſer in” nag gifts and 


cs, and glory and beauty, in the Re- 

uxretion fe th to Life. 

en Fad fo whom hep Qac- 
F75.02 you have lite, 

wy yo ey bave it more antly. 


Phmiſt, who was Anoinr- 
LEES 


= concerning, the Deron Dader 


T_ 
Praiſe ye the Loy 
from th Heavens ; Praiſe 


Lim 


* at. ado... Moe wn. BE. _ - 


v 
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him in the heights ; Praiſe ye him all ye his 
Angel; Praje jo him, all ys his boſts; Pras/z 
ye bins, Sun and Moon; Praiſe ye bims all ye 
Stars of Light ; Praiſe him, ye Heavens of 
Heavens, and ye Waters, that be above the 
Heawvens, Let thews praiſe the Name of Lord ; 


for he commanded,and they were Created ; he 


hath alſo Eſtabliſhed them forever and ever, 
he hath made a decree which ſhall not paſs; 
Praiſe the Loyd from the Earth ye Dragons 
and all dp Frome Haile,Snow and V agour, 
Stormy Wind, fulfilling his word, . Maw 

heb nd alan Cater Wo 
Cedars; 5 4 — 
and flying Fouls, Kings of the Earth and 
all People, Princes ant all es .of. the 
Earth, both young Men and ; 
Men and Children, let them Praiſe the Name 
jd the Lord ; for his name alone i lent, 


bis Glory is above the Earth and Heaven, Oc. 


Pfal. 148. read it through... .. | 
Here again rve, \the great God 

things in Deper, .and 4 AL 

D2der in "Heaven anc | 


of 
. all 
ens 


- of 
2p ng; ..Þb" vain um. 
under the Dark power of Satan, has been 


F 3 bred 
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bred upin thy T | 
Cole, or as a Wild k unaccuſtomed 
tothe yoke, (a3 thou that hoſt known rhe 
poke of Chriſt and caſt it off) wouldeſt 
mo in yon Ar the Holy _ 
| Ifrael in inning, Carrying on a 
Compleating of his Creating anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus, the degenerated and dead Sons 


and np ry of Adam Who have believ. : 
ed in his divine Spirit and Light, and there. 
in waits upon him in it, be will not be Lt. * 
— by thee, bur will rebuke and Judge *' 


for thy ptuons attempt : 
preſum pr 


20, ſe the 2x, 22, 22, 
end of the Chapter. 


2s aWild Aſſes | 


and theſe will Teach thee bet» | 
ne what the Apoſtle hath writ, | - 


Ltd eto AED entire 
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Glogious D2zder and Beauty of them, all 
People being enlightened by Chriſt the di- 
vine word, by whom Gad the Father made 
them all, & +in_rhe Light of 
him, in it they may ſee his wonderful po- 
wer and wiſdom in the RE. up». 


holding and beautiful D2der thereof, Gad 


| having enligheened all 'by his Word and 
! Spirit, which are one, Calls all the Ends 


! of the Earth to Look unto him ; he ſaith, 


Souls, por yr come to be made (&n- 


# kind im the- 
| them in*cheir Beauriful D2der, and up- 
andin the the deep 


] Look unto me D all ye ends'of theEarth 
” andbepe ſaved; for Jam'God, and there 
ioone Elle,x Pighty Sod and « Saviour: 


who beheve in his Light, - and therein 
= > they come therein to ſee afid have 


| Uniry wick on his glorious works in Heaven 
* andin Eart 


and in their own Hearts and 


ſible of his bounty and kindneſs unto man- 
Creating of them, and ſerting 


holding them in chefame, 
noreny wrong and bumble within him, 
W 
ſubjeted humble 


Co 798Þ 
- ' \ Oo - < 
- CT . 
b ttth. —— = —* — WY = ” 


Something move Htnlarl Conterni 
he Oy of FA hn = C butch. bn 


Tis Apoſtle writing to the Church 
bd, ns writes thus, wiz. ye are 
z 4nd Members in particular: 
mefed, ath {a ſome 5» che Church; firlt, 
oftles ; ſecondly, Prophets ; $ thirdly, Tes- 


8.75 (real, ll Prophets? 
ave al Tevchers i & C: IRIny 


29. | he writes co the Church at 

us, Vi%- 1 7 
rr Enknns 
rkaing. 


ſome 
py DIE ny, 


unto u Per be 
flature of the fats of bets Dore Le 


mga = 


a_ 


P CR Seth 
the Seintr, for the work of the | 


a4 At Am as a a 2a a. 
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are all Apoſfiles! are all Prophets * are all 


Us) 

n ſerve himand each other, and 
wenkeſt Members ofthe Church alfo, 
ſervice they received theif Gifts, 
weak had and have the moſt need of 

and-ſetvice of "theſ© gifts) and as 
they- all keÞrin the Exerciſe of their ſeve. 
ral gifts in the motton, leaving and guidance 
of Gods holy Spirit, the root and fountain 
of them all, rhey had all Uniry therein one 


. 


34-5 
{i 


Z 


| wirh another, alhough their ifs did dif 


r, both in the manner of their working 
m-ch6 meaſure or greatneſs of them, 


1 fo that there-was an Harmony and Unity 


amongſt them, though "they were many 
Members, -yet were but one body, all in 
Subjection unto Chriſt the ene : 

. Secondly, Obſerve the Apoſtles queſtion, 
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ions, nor ro- Propheſie or - Preach pub. 
lickly in words the Nottrine of rhe Tyguth or 
os of Chriſt, nor are they all appbinted 


ration ; for theſe are peculiar or 
gifts, given according to the Hea 


ſeaſon) as Ifaid before. 


Fourthly, Obſerve that though all the 


Members of the Body of Chriſt;have not all 
or ſome of che aforeſaid places in the body, 


yet eb rp Member hath a place wig 4 
- 


and it ts a prettous and bleſſed thing, 

every Member to know its place, and keep- 
m i, in its proper ſervice, whereto its cal. 
led of God ; but when any Member goes 


out ofthe Counſel of God," and looks 


at anothers gift, and goes out of bts own 
proper place his gift and ſervice in 
the body , ſtrifing in a wrong mind or 
zeal after othe 
in words, vofce, -o2 found, or other v!- 
ible or e Potion or Action of the 


1:dge, or by: any ather mearis whatſoever, 
then ſuch a» Member burtsit ſelf ,. and 
grieves or - offends the other more diſcern. 
ing Members -of -the | body, nn 


 Witha meſſage of Salvation toPreactrto the | 


to Propheſie and Gretel things to. | 
come, nor are they all made Teachers in ' 
a publick Miniltry..in Dottrine, or Exhor. - | 


r 
y will } 
and Counſell of God (iri his own time and 


$ -giſts; Jminitating chem ' | 


Yudab « 
Creature, or through a zeal withoutknow. - 


_ —— 


—_ ww ww _ —- __ mx. 
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feels the out-going. of the faid Member. 

Fifthly ,Obſerve,it is the place and duty of, 
the diſcerning Members pf the body, who, 
ſee ſuch out-goings, tenderly in the Love. 


| and wiſdom of God,to ſpeak to ſach,in or- 


derto bring them to a ſence of their out-; 


| going, andto reſtore them into their place. 
s | again (if poſſible) and to watch over them. 


in Love, for their preſervation in it. , 
Sixthly,Obſerve,itis the duty of ſuch who. 


7 have been miltaken, and gone Hut of their 


place, as aforefaid, to hear and receive 
Counſelt of thoſe who freely tender it to 
them, in the Love of God, ſeveral.ſych in 
our day, . have had Counſell ſo-gren to. 


them, who have received. it in ;the fame 


0 


Love, which , have tended greatly to their 
rofit, even to their ſettlement a 
iſhment with God, and Uniry with his Peo- 


| ple, praiſed be the Lord God for the ſame. 


Seventhly, Obſerve, that ſome who have 
had a place n the Ch of Chriſt, through 
want of efs in the holy fear of 


Gad, have been out of it, by the 


* ſabcill Adverfary-of cheir Souls ; and, when 


ſome of the Members of the body, (who 
kepttheir habitation in the Light, in which 
they have a right Ence, , favour and 
diſcerning of Spirits, wozds and Actions) 
have ſpoken to them, in the Wiſdom and 
Love of God, in D2ber PIE BEI 


4 


1 = | 

em, into their places, that oy tight 
m have been preſerved in Unity with 
God' and his People, they have not recei- 
yed 'in Love, that which ta Love was ſpo- 
Ken rotyem, foz che good End aforeſaid; 
but on the Contrary have rejettedrhe fame, 
and have let up pzejudice , hard thougbts 
ay-evil wiki againſt their friends, who 
ſought their good, and (6 theſe evils given 
way to by them, have eaten ot the Lobvz, 
gantineſg tenderneſs, Beakneſs, and pati. 
ence, that once in ſome Beaſuce appeared 
m them, and a. raging ſcornful , bitter, 
rebiling Spirf?, bath enteredſome, as alſo 
fromthefame root,faigntd Pumlip,faigned 
words and flatterp hath appeared in fome, 
theſe latrer mentioned fruirs proceeding 
from rhe Evil root, is more Dangeraus ro 
deceiverthan the former, . therefore all you 


who Love yonr own Souls, be w to | 


fly fromthe Spirit of diſſimulation and flat. 
rery, as alfo- from the rude, railing; boy- 
ſteronus, quarelſome, perverſe, Crooked, 
ſelf.cevengful and (Cornſul, Stubborne, (elf. 
willful, and RIFExalting Spitit,” ©" * 
Eightly, Obſerve, that the ſame. God, 
who by his Spirit, and in his own Order er 
ſome. in the Church ; Firſt, Apoſtles, 'Se. 
. £6ndly, . Prophets.. Thirdly, Teachers, c. 
by the fame Spirit, he gives proper or per 
_ Euliax gifts to ſome, thar are riot Apoſtles 
Prophets 


=» —oy& SWWamaL 


4 i © © a A - wy ww: wa 6) © A wy 


8 aS1 ſaid before, and 


Prophets, or Pt 

to theatpreſaid difinition of them, viz. 

he ſers-ſome inthe Church, helpers inGo. 

vernment; which laſt mentioned Members 

are of great ſervicein their-places, in the 

body of Chriſt, they being: kept by him in 
Humility. 


true 


(8; [ Mind's Jet notht be 
F friend, ol hep owin ou Mind or vein gg 

: 5 

ton to him. 


s 13 the Teſtamony s the Lond ee Cit 


he erfons grow 
Roo, . The ar Polen of bis of he - the 
more Meck, Humble, and Patient they / grow, 


Ninthly,- Obſerve, 'chat though all the 
Members of the body. have not. all or anp 
of the before mentioned ſervices in the -_ 
dy, yet have: ey place in the 
are bleſſed w 
know their place and keep in i; thoufh 
it be the place of one of the leaſt of the 
Members of _ Body ; for that is to” be 
defired, which the good man madechoyce 
of in his days, who ſaid, I had rather be a 
door-keeper in the br the'Loyd; thais to 
awell in ; the'T ents of wickedneſs," for the Lord 
God is 8 Sum: x; rms the Lord will 
give -gract,, no good will be withhold, 
from them that 6h ighsly, Plalm (roma To, 
FI, Tenchly, 
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- | Tenthly, Obſerve, thac as every Mem” 
ber hath a place in the Body, -{ it hath a 
- ſervice theret!, rhough not the place of an 
Apoſtle, or ah ""—_ n veer 
-IMmENT ; 'yert are pro y and 
truly of the body, do Wzeach,' witnets and 
nap A poet the Kino of Saran 
Glory, (a inſt the Ki tan, 
"Sin, Wickedneſs, and the vain Glory and 
-Luſts that are in the World,) In their 
Chriſtian Lives and: Converſations ; and 
every Nember that abides in irs place and 
ſervice, | in the fear ofthe Lord, and true 
Humility , hath Peace ahd Comfort with 
-the Lord, and Unity with all their fellow- 
Members, who keep in their places and ſer- 
- exices; and all who keep their places and 
e ſervices, as aforeſaid, therein, arein a pre- 
paredneſs for whatſoever the Lord God 

pleaſeth tro call 
when any i call ! 
vice, than what God hath already called 
them unto, their Peace with God and Unity 
with his People, will be continued in their] | 
obedience ro God that calls them. 

Again, the Apoſtle writeth thus of Chriſt, 

vits. be that deſcended is the-ſame alſo that] 
——_— up for —_— 17 fpp bel 
”ut bt things, be gave Apo- 
files, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evenrelits 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, fot the perfett- 


me? 


om ates ks. we to w.Fiaov i» Ati. + Los na 


*S oo aw _ Ac ke 


and 
every Jopnt ſup- 
| - 10 the ed working 18 
meaſure of everypart, maketh Increaſe 
of the hady unto the Edifying res ſelf nLove; 
ww gr» pe ny be ofthe A- 
od ALLE. e, ifts P 
14 fe caays cog 


&- wpiting and Parcel to them to 
m7 build + 


[ES 
build "them up” in it; from ſtrength to 
ftrengeh, for the Light is not Confradictozp 
rwv.it ceif mtye-W2zeacher or the'Peprer, or 
inany of the Children ofif, for char which 
the Light or Spirit of Truth fpenks or hic- 
fares co write in one of its Children. ir doch 
not -r2zec, oppoſe or gainſap in np efher of 
its, Children ; for if it- could dv 6, then 
ſhould it be the Anthor of Confuſion gs 
mongſt . r's Children, which is moſt falſe 
and  blaſphemous*to ſay ; for God by this 
Spirit and Light is not tt + Author 0 Con» 
fuſion," bur of good,. , and Com- 
fortable ozder and prace tn the Church- 
es. her _ _ 
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Thirdly, -pro- 
args of = iecher gui: 
7 _— oſe, rect, light 
that which the Light 02 wor of Brad 


and- 
vants and Children 'for- the Profir,” Edifi- 
cation, 


batb ſpoken ated to write irrirs ſer- 
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cation,Confirmation Eſtabliſhment, & com- 
fort of the Body, ( which Thouſands being 
Children of theLight have glad] | rs 
and finds the great comfort and profit of ) 
= heſe afy fot the Lights Children, theſe 
not in it, though: talk of it, 
I. oh 
elf-confidence, | mn it, and: 
roo they are. dE ; ny .Pe , Wit, 


were 


Fn My TE 


ver Bk > Exhorts Timorby, 
viz rib _ rhe befor, that ae 
Fr, I, Ti $1 20. Again, 

, Exbort wit 
Re FO , BIG 4. 2. Fart, 


- 82. Þ 
he writ tu Titus, Viz. Theſe things (peak, 
and exhort, aud rebuke, with al} Authority, 
let no man diſpiſe thee, Titus 2; i5. Anda- 
gain, Whey Wherehre rebuke tb2m tharply, that 
chey may be Cound in the Faith, itis render- 
ed ont of rhe Greek, inthe Mar y Cut- 
wh, rouching ro ae" quick, Titus, I. I3. 

take notice, that Reptoofs and Re- 
bukesare- commanded of the Lord, and 
pzofitable in'their ſeaſon, though it ſome- 
times comes to paſs,. that, thoſe who are 
ſeaſonably reprooved and rebuked, do not 
afonably and TightlFreceive the -ſame, 
but rurns againſt ge har ng 


into -Enmity thoſe, Who, in the 
___ of G it ungo- tbem for 
in Folly IS x Proverb, ve- 


TT 


Rey EI, 
but @ wie map 


will þate 
he wil) love 


Ghoſt, Spirie and Lighe, to watch 
over the Saints fot their Prop Miniſter 
& them from time to'time, whet! 
QWozd or Epiſtle, whar” was rie | 
proficable for them ; we db not readin the 
Seriptare of Trath, not believs thar theſe 


ewo Overſeers did > als Epiltl 
| wrieeen to them, _— - Gere 


dts, 


w 11 Www, A , TS © 
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dicts, Pan's Decrees, Preſtriptions, or 
put arty fuch contemptable names upon 
them ; but on the contrary, we believe 
they received them in Love, and obeyed 
the good Counſel, Charge and Exborrcati- 
ons therein given them ; we do not read, 

nar believe, thar theſe. two Miniſters of 
Chriſt did plzad their Place and Office in 
the Body and Church of Chrift, to Ex: 

citide and Reject: Paul's Epiitles to them, 
which he gave forth in the Light and moti- 
on of the Holy Gho@ ;- we do noi-read, noz 
believe, ' that rhey faid to Paul, we neny 


« 


thy Fozmms, D. de s Paeſcriptions, '&c. 


we are Miniſters of the Goſpel as well as 
thee ;* thy Epiſtles age of no uſe gr ſer- 
vice to us, why «doſt thou ſeek to impoſe 


them upon - the Holy Ghoſt, and Light 


withinby which we are-made Overſeers,is 
\ufficient for us, a 5 hoy thy Orders. 
The Apoſtle Paul writthusto Timothy, viz. 
Theſe things write T unto thee, being ro come 
to thee” ſhortly. but if 1 long, that thou 
”m oreft know bow thew rn» ym 4 
elf . - bay, which is t 


_ OS _ = Pillar and 
G _—__ r5. 
__ Pauli in this E  Juſtructs 


( whe, was/un Oberks ift the 


_— bow to _—— himſelf init ; 


we 
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we do not read, nor believe, that this O- 
verſeer in the Church did Reject Pau/'s 
InſtruCtion beremn ; or that he pleaded the 
Sufficiency of the Light within, in oppoſi- 
tion to Paws Advice and IntruQtion, but 


we do believe that he ſaw in tbe Ligh!, 
the Inſtruttion given to be good and pro- 


fitable for him, and therefore gladly. re- 
ceived the ſame. 

Now if theſe Overſeers in the Holy 
Ghoſt could ſee a Service ro them in PauPs 
Epiſtles, -which certainly thep did, then 
there certainly wag a Service in his other 

Epiſtles to the Ne- 

"Paul, who m the wices', or poung 
Light and Holy Ghoſt, &Scyotlars, weak in 
taught rhe Elders by the Faith', feeble 
his Epiſtles to ng minded, &c. Upon 
« oe au all which, Obſerve, 

yo _ That neither theſe 
bp < 2s, both-. ſlrong men, Over- 
of | them knew \and ſeersin the Church- 
obeyed the Light with- es, | nu2'th& ponger, 
in; in it they ſawybe+ who walked in the 
goed uſe, profit and - Light of Thaiff, did 
: comfort of them, and Plead their'. £2 
therefore did not con- 
rend againſt them; but ove 
them, ug ape the Connce 
cherens fives. © s I 1 FP 


wow 


ravghe 
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tanghe by the Lighe of Chriſt, or ' Holy 
Ghoit within, m oppoittion to tbzir betng 
Tauzyc, Exvozted, and Jnſtrugted, by tb! 
inſtrumental belps of thoſe Epiſtles which 
Paul and - other of the Apoſtles writ to 
them” as they were moved by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. 1 do Adviſe and Exhort thoſe 
profeſlors of the Light within, who are 
offended at (ome —_— and wholſome 
Epiſtles, givgn forth by ſome of the moſt 
ancient and faithful of the Children of 
Light in this Age, ( concerning good  Dz- 
der and Government in the: Church of 
Chriſt, ) to read.the'two Epiſtles to 7720+ 
thy, and that to Titus, and Peter's Exhor- . 
tations' ro the Elders ( or Overſeers) to 
f.-ed the Flock of God, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, 
which take as followeth, viz. The Elders 
which are among you I Exhovr, who am alſo 
an Elder and « Witneſs of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and alſo'partaker of the Glory that 
Hr be revealed ; feed the flock of God 
ich is among you, taking the- overſight 
there, os not by conftraint, but willingly, not 
for filthy Lxcre,but of a ready mind,neither 8: 
Lords 'ovty God's Hirit age, but being 
Eramples to tbe Flock, __ when the chief 


Shepherd ſhall ,Je ſhall receive @ Crown 
of Glovy ther faces þ nor away; likewiſe ye 
G 3 Town: er 
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Tonger (ubm't your ſelves unto the Elder, 
yea all of you be ſubjef} one to another, and 
be +uorll with Humility ;, for God reſifteth 
the Proud, and giveth grace to the Humble ; 
. bumble your (elves therefore undey the mighty 
band of God, that be may Exalt you ## due 
time, caſting all your. care upon him, for he 
cereth for your. Be ſober, be 1g" at, ( or 
waichfu', ) becauſe your Adverſary the ID: - 
bil, walketh about, ſeeki age he may 
devour. Whom reſiſt liebtalt in-rhe Faity, 
knawving that the [ame affiiftions are aecom- 
pliſhed im your Brethren that are in the World, 
Bnt the God of all Grace, 2pho hath called us 
into big Eternal Glory by Chriſt Feſus, after 
that ye have ſuffered a while, make you per- 
fect, ſtabtiÞ, fength-n. ſettle you. To 
bim be Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
x Pet. x. 1, to the 12, Again, hear his 
ſiveet Exhortation, Finally, be all of one 
mind, baving anpaſes one of anorhev ; 
lobe as Beethz2n, be pitiful, be courteous : 
not rendycring cvilfoz evil, oz railing foz 
rail'ng,—For he that will love life, and 
ſce goov- 079, let him refrain þis tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they ſpeak 19 
Guile, Lee b'M eſchtw, or fly from Emil, 
end do goud, let him ſeek peace, and en/ne 
jt, ( tat is tollow it) for the Eyer of the 
Lord ave ocger the Righteous, and bis Ears 

ore 
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#72 Open ware their p2apers, bay th face of 
the Lerd is againſt them rhat Ho ex3). 1 Pet. 
3.8, tothe 13. 

Sixthly, Obſerve here Petey that fairhful 
Apoſtle of Chriſt, in his general Epiltle, 
Exhorts 'the Elders who were among the 
Churches, to feed the Flock; we bo not 
read no2 belizv2. that choſe Elders rook 
it Hil of Peter that he fo Exhorred them ; 
we neither read, noz believe, chat they 
pleaded rheir ' Gifts and- Places in the 
Church, or th:tr being led by the Light, 
or Holy Ghoſt, within, in oppoſition-ro 
his Chriſtian Councel and Exhottation in 
the fame Holy Ghoſt, Light and Spirit, 
given them by his Epiſtle; but -on the 
contrary, we believe that inthe Light they 
ſaw the fame to be goodand proftable for 
them, and therein gladly received and 
obeyed the fame, and we  beheve, 
that the ponnger who walked in the Light, 
did ſub nit themſelvesnnto the Elder there- 
in, and that they who obe the Light __ 
were thereby led into Humility and Low- 
tmeſs, and therein-to ſubmit themſtlves 
one to another, in the Fear and Councel 

Again, Paul writing to the Coloſſians, 
writ thus, viz. Aud when ths Epeſtle « 
read amongſt you, cauſe that 'it be read mn 

G 4 the 
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the Church of the Laodicians-+--- And ſay to 


Archippus, take beed.to the Miniſtry, which 
_ haſt received in the Lord, -that thou ful- 


Obſerve two things in the foregoing 
words, firſt, that he did not only charge 
or enjoin chem to read his Epiſtle amongſt 
them, bur alſo to take care, that it = 
read to the Laodiceans. Secondly, He 


heed to thy Miniſtry, &c. We do not 
read; or believe, that the bellering Coloſ- 


neglect their duty in reading it, and 
6auſmg it to be read according to his Ex- 
bortation, or that 2y plead:d che ſuffici- 
ency of the Light , in Pain ro 
visE. ifti.s, and councel therein given un- 
them, but that i in the light, they had Uni- 
xy with it, and therefore y received 
it,, and had benefit by it, neither do we 
read ' or believe, that Archippus was of 
fended with ch what Paxl writ concerning 
him, no2 wy” pleaded his Gift and Mi- 


ey pod oy gy oy f. yen 
councel, in 
.bur that 

r. 


relacing to him, 
te ta y \cherewith in the 


Again; Pagl writ to Timprby thus, viz. I 
tharge: han Gs: and our Lord Jeſus 
LY Cbrift, 


writ to them, to fay to Archippus, take . 


fans did reject this Epiſtle of Paws, or 
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Chrift, who ſhall Judg' tbexfuick-and deay, 
at his appearing, and his Kingdom, Preach the 
word, be —_ in ſeaſon, and out off ſeaſon, 
reprove, rebukes'exhort, with all long ſuffer- 

ng and doftrine,” for the” time will cone, 
z'ben Tyhep will not endurefound Doxrite, 
but after their own Lugfis; : ſhall they V:np to _ 
themſelves Teachers, having ttching Ears, 
and they ſhall ten away iy2tr Ears from 
the Truth, and ſhall be turned wnto Favies; 
but watch thou in all things,endure affiftions, 
do the work of an Evangaliſt, make full proof 
of thy- Miniſtry, 2 Tum.4-1, to the'6:h. '- 

Obſerve, Have: not ſome : profeliors 
of the Light within now , - itching Ears 
which cannot endure ſound Doctrine, and 
are not ſome ſuch for om gs 
which with © unfound ine, for a 
wrong Liberty, againftthe Croſs of Chriſt, 
a id, we peak Ears. : 

The Apoſtle ſaid, we not as" plea- 
ſing waccy but God ,.- who Rn 
hearts, 1 Theſ. 2. 4 Again, to the- Ga- 
latiays he writ, ſaying,” For. do 1 now per + 
ſwade men, or God? or do I ſetk to pleaſe. 
men? for if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould 
not be the Servant of Chrif, Gal. 1.9; 
I ©. 0 $5 goa ones La? ? CFR 
Paul charges Timothy before God, and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to Preach the Word, 

| 6 ol 
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to Re , Rebake, Exhort, &«. . and 


to make full proof of his Miniſtry ; we do 
not cead, nor believe, that Timothy was 
offended with this Fatherly Charge, or 
.Exhortation in this matrex ; or that he ex. 


ceprco againit, oz eppoſed this Charge, or ' 


pleaded his Gift or Plage in the Church, or 
the Holy Ghoſt, or Light of Chriſt, in op- 
{tion to it, or that he ſaid; hehad noneed 
of it, or that it was of no uſe or ſervice to 
bim, bur on the contrary, we believe thar 
ehis faithful young man, whom Pau} had 
begotten to God,: ( through the power of 
the Gofpel ) did gladly receive; and pro- 
ry, .:;p20be. che , Exhorration 
and Coundcel of Paul-the Aged, his Elder 
in the Truth, : | 

Again, Chriſt after hew3s riſen from 
the dead, faid unto Simon Peter, Loveſt 
thou me, more then theſe ! be [aith unjo him, 
Yes Lord, thou knoweſt that ] love thee. - He 
ſaith unto him, Feed my Lambs. He ſaith 
to bij again the time, Simon Son of 


Jonas, Loweſt thou me ? he ſaith unto him, * 


Yea Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee. He 

ſaith unto him, Feed my Sheep. He ſaid un- 

#0 him the Third time, Simon Son of Jonas ? 

Loveſt thou me ? »==-- And he ſaid uuto hins, 

Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou ___ 
t 
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AS 
hat Ilewe thee. He we unto him,” Feed 
cp, John 21. 15,16, 17. 
' Obſerve , How Chriſt pur the 
' weſtion before Recited , upon Peter 
ee times, deſigning chereby to ſertle, 
and revet 62 faften, the ſence and care of 
this great Duty, of feeding his Lambs and 
Sheep, u95on bim, which command of his 
Maſters he faichfully performed, and Ex- 
horred the other Elders to perfarm the r_ 
duty in chis matter, of ſo great weight, as 
is ſhewed before. The like did Pal, 
ry and Fobs, andthe reſtof he fairh- - 


* pen and Elders. 
How theſe Holy 


ondly, 
men = God did fred the Lambs andSheep 
of Chriſt, in Preaching the Goſpel of the 


Kingdotn of God wn. og 
Preached in the Power of a Holy Chou, 
ſent down fromHeaven, 

« Thirdly, Obſerve, We do —oad is. 


the Scripraresef Truth, noz b-lieve. char 
theſe Lambs or Sheep of Chriſt, did pro- 


fels the Teachings of the Li « wk, in 
oppoſition to its teaching 

theſe Apoſtles and El- 

devt, who were com» Nite, The Light of | 


if within, is u'# 
contradiflery to it ſelf, i any of the Children 
of | it, nor 1n any others. | | 

manded 
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wanded and empower I's row Heaven to fe20 
them, they did not the ſuffigiency of 
the Light of Chritt” within themfelv s, a- 
gainſt its Teaching them in theſe Apoſtles, 
for as I ſaid fore, the Light in fin, that 
is Taught cannot oppoſe the Light #n 


pln that Teacheth,- 'netiher'is (che Light | 
contradicozy to'ir (If in agp of irs Chil- | 
dzen but-walking in it 1 1s their fel. | 


wowihs one with another. - 


- Fourrhly, ' Obſerve, Chriſt calls thoſe } 


| that wete to be fed, 'Lambs and Sheep, 

- which lignities, they were not. of a Wool: 
iſh or Dbgiſh Fature or Spirit, that is, 
Birter, Cruel and Ravenous, but as Lambs 
and Sheep, they were” mak and wer ; 

Oh that all the of the Light of 
Chriſt within, - were ſach, -then would not 
ſome of them cauf# ſuch diſhonour to the 
Lord as. do , neither. would they 
cauſe ſuch grief and travel to the faithful 
Labourers in the Goſpel of Peace, as they 


Again, Paul writ' to Timothy thus, wiz. 


continue in them, for in doeing this thou ſhalt 
both-ſave thy ſelf and them that hear thie, 
x Tim. .16.-yead the 'Chapter throughour. 

- The: ſame Apoſtle” to the Church of the 
Theſſalonians writ thus, - viz. Now we 
Com and 


take beed wnto thy ſelf and unto thy DoBrine, | 


«R 
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Command you *Byethberen" in the” Name of 


cr Lird Feſus Chriſt, "that ye withdraw 
Jer ſelves fr ” every Brother that walketh 
diſorterly,, and not: after! the Tradirion 
which ye received of us, ' &c. 2 Thell. 
3. 16-7 —2 

Again, he writ thus} wx. We Exbere 
yu Brethren, warn' them that ares unruly 
( or diſcrderly ) Comfort" the feeble” minded, 


ſupport the 'weak," be patient trwaydsr all men, 
I Charge. you by ww Lord that' this Epiſtle 


q be read wnto all: the holy Brethren, the grace 


of owr” Lord Feſus Chriſt be with you all 'A- 
men ; 1T heff: 5-14; to the end; And to 
the Theſſalenians again, he faith in- his Je- 
cond Epiſtle, wiz. for we bear that there 
are ſome amoug yew which walk Dilorder- 
Ir, working not at all, but are buſ-bodies, 
New them that are ſuch we Command 
and C1bort by our_Loxrd Jeſus ChriFf; 
that with @uietneſs tbep Work and Car 


J their own Bread, bur ye Brethren be not 


Weary m well, Doing ; and if anp man o- 
bry net our werd by this Epiſtle, Rote 
that man and have no Company with bins 
that he may be aſhamed; yet count him not 


S as an m—_— _o Idmontih him as & Bro- 


ther ; Now the c_ Peace,bimſelf give 
s, by all 


peace ala meanes, the Lor 
with you all, 2 Theſl. {l. 3. 11, tothe Erd. 


——-- oo 


Obſerve 


” — > T0 


| Obſerve. here if any of cheſt rv who 
Paul and to whom he Charg 

. his Epi to be Read, ſhould have callec 
his _ his rotten Orders, his Edi 
mans Preſcriptions,, Impaſttion 1 Con. 
ſcience, —_—_— j pI ſac} 
like; could he vr: any other of the fait} 
ful in Chciſt Jeſus have owned ſuch there: 
in to be Brethren in the Unity and fellow 
. ſhip of the Goſpel, or he or "they; 
have owned ſuch words and ſayings a9 
theſe to be the fruit of: the Divine Ligh 
and Spirit of Chriſt within, as applzed 


gh fol m Chriſt Feſw) Oh Cerrainlif- 
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Concerning the form ef the Apoſtles 
Dottrine, Sc. 


The Apoſtle writ thus tothe 'beleiving 
Obedient Romans, wiz. But God be thanked 
ye have obeyed from. the beart that forme of 
Defrine, which was delivered unto you ; 
Notre here, that it was the Apoſtles Yup 
that -they- obeyed that forme of ſound 
Doctrine which was delivered to them, 
for this ,he thanked God, he was - not-of 
the mind. of ſome who, foxmerly as alfp 


' ſore - of, Jazge were and have been, who 


under the profeſſion of the Light within, 
and us teaching, have ſpoken, preached; 
or written, that the way of Cods Peopie 
muſt, or ought, or may be-as the way of # 
Serpent upon 4 rock, or, asthe way of a 
ſhip on the Sea, which leaves noe form or 
Impreſlion behing them, this neither t59 
nor is the way. of Gods People ith"! undze 
bis Law or Goſpel, - but: the way of art 
Adulterous woman as'it is written, Prov. 
a. 19, 29. And further obſerve, Sted- 
ſtneſs of 'the true Chriſtians in che! A- 
poſtles DoCtrine,, wiz. And rhey Continw- 
ed Stedfeftly in the Apoſtles Doctrine an ! 
fellowſhip , Afts 2. 42. Moſes the man. 
ed re and the holy Prophers, Chri:t 
his holy Apoſtles left good forms »! 
« Do-.iti 1: 
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Dottrine in ſound words behind them, 
under the ſrvrral Dircpenfattons- of God, 
in which they - Lived, which is -otatned 
in the holy Scriptures of Truth, which 
form of found * Words and'Dod&trines are 
both Comfortable and Profitable to the 
man. of God \1n this day, and will be to 
the . People af+God in Ages to- come, 'and 
it is gros. Darkneſs and Spiritual Blint- | 
neſs, that 1s: come upon them who have 
ſpoken, Preach or believe that the way of *! 
GodsPeople multbe as the way of a. wer» © 
pent on a Rockgor as the way ofa Sbip in 
the -Se-, which leaves now Imprefion or 
form behind ir, Ir wereto be deſired need : 
that the Devil} and Witked-men might |! 
lkave'iv form or Impreflion of their wick- | 
edneſs . behihd «them, "ſeeing their wick- 
ed: formis. others' are Apt to\follow them 
in. to their” own-hure and dariger of Erer- | 
nal 'Ruine, God Almighty in hisown Ap- * 
painted rime will root out and d all 
the wicked-formes of Imagining, ſpeaking, 
and Acting wickedly, which the Devil, in 
whom there isno:Frurh, hath led*mer. and 
women into,z:by whict/he hath Ted them 
todeſtroy ves and, each other. 
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Concerning the Commands of the Apo- 
fles of Chriſt, whoh they gave not 
of Themſctves, or by their own Pow- 
er ; but by and in His Power, W:/. 
dom, Strength, and. Authority ; for 
they were Flis Ambaſſadors, over 

| them He Reigned, in them He [pakez 
and pave Commands ; who is Head 


Y 


) of HisChurch, and One in the Male 


and Female. 


d T'e Apoſtle Paw, writing to the 


Church at Corinrb, concerning the 
Things that were Pur" Fuod" ©1dex 
among ft ther, writing: 0f "many things 
in his Firſt Epiſtle, to fol in the 14 
Chapter, concludes thy$: 1f ay) Man 
thinks bintſelf to be a Pro { or. Spiritual, 
let him kyow, that rhe thin? That J. writs 
unto you, axe the Commanidments” of the. 
Low. Let all 1 hinzs be doye Honeſtly, De: 
ſently, and if Oxder ;, verL, 37. and 40. 

Again, the Apoſtle writing to the 
Church of the Theſatomians, writ thus, 


7 viz.Webeſeech yon, Brerhren,” and exhort you 


by the Lord Jeſus, that as you have Ree: 
5 +» _ 


\ 


\ 
| 
. 
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bed of us, hots you ought to walk, and 


pleaſe God ; ſo you would abound more and 


e; for y oO know what Commandments 


ny gave you by the Lozd Jeſus : for chis is 
the Will of God, even Santtification---- 


That f yon ſhould kyow how to poſ- 

ſeſs tus Pa ie in 'Santtific _- and Honour, | 

Not in the, Lats of wa of Concupiſcence, 4s _ 
Gentiles, that I- Ggd; thar Mo Ma 

$ heyond, and def] lis Brother in np 

matter ; becauſe the Fw Avenger 

ſuch, as we have forowened and t Fd. 


for God hati*not da Ms unto Une 


bit unto Holineſs ; Ys therefo2e) who deſpi- 


ſeth, deſpiſeth not an, but God, who hath 
alſo given unto us bis holy Spirit ;, 1 Thell. 
4 1-tothegrh, 
Again, the Apoſtle Payl writes thus to 
the L heſſalongans, viz. We have Co lence 
f 


you. br we Commend on Brethr 
ok withdraw 
hh walketh eden Js pang 


Br 


of Hs. 


Again, the Pg faith, Therefore, 
foft, an and ny the Tragiti- 
en » whether Pp. 


Brethren, ftand fa 
ons which ye have 


Wozd, or or Epitties, 2 WI 2. 15. Sce 
2 Theff 3 #5 4 


2 Again, 


Lo#d, rouchi , that | 
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[ 99] $7 
Again, he writes to Timothy thus x 
Theſe things Command, and teach ; ltr no 
Man asſp:ſe thy Touth, but þe thou an Ex* 
ample ofthe Believers jn Word, in Conver: 
lation, i» Charity, i» Spirit, #» Faith, 
Purity - See t Tim. 4. 11, 12. read the 
Chapter through. s 
Again, hear what the. Apoſtle Perer 
faith unto the Saints in Light, viz. This 
Second Epiſtle, Beloved, I now write unto 
you; inboth which, I ftir up your pure minds, 
by way of Remembrance, that ye thay be mind- 
Ful of the Wlozds, which were ſpoken before 
by the boly Prophets, and- of the Command: 
ment of us, the Apoitles of our Lord and 
Saviour, knowing this firſt, that there ſhall 


' come in the Laft days Scoffezs, Walking af- 


ter their own Lults, &c. 

Apgain,--—Ye therefore, Beloved, ſetin 
ye know theſe things before, bedare leſt ye alſo 
being led away withthe Errour of the Wickeq, 
fall from yoir own Syredfaſtheſs ; bur Jr 
in Grace, andinthe knowledge of onr 4 
and Saviour, Feſus Chriſt : To Him he Glo» 


4 Ty, both now and forever, Amen. 2 Peter 


3. 12,3, and 17,18.” 
Reader, who ever thou art, this I { 

to thee, in the Preſence of Almighty G 

the Seafcher of all Hearts, before whom 

all things are naked and bare, who judg- 

eth rig 2 

\ : A 


teouſly, That I do Not bring 
the 


> [-100 4] 

| the Commands,Ordinances, or DoCtrines 
given and ſpokeh by the "Apbvſtles of 
Chriſt, with ny Tefign to wrong, ſtrcin, 
02 wreſt them, 02 any of them ; to ex. Ic any | 
Friend, Brother or Brethren, Siſter or 
Ciſters, zbovE or out of their. Place, in 

which Chrift, the ofte Head, hath {et them 
in his Bedy, his Charch, or In anywilſe to | 
exalt them, or . any o e of them, as | 
Lords, over Gots Pcoples Faith, which 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1; the Author and 
Fitiſher. of; by which Faich they live to 
God. and pleaſe Him. But my deligh there- 
if,is toExalt C5zi/7 the Yead, 'n them os 

and over” them Al, who is ne in th 
. Pale nd Feinale : He hath given uz a 
Commart, to Learn of Him, ſaying, Le 21 | 

of\me, J am meck; and Low in tract, ar b 
y2 f.2ll find reſt to your Souls: Cf vim 
we have learn {unility, tive Lbwlvne g 
cf Kind: in tis we have found abundonce 
She Toy, Tomo? t, and Reſt'to our 
1 'T hi 's F6 ys isof much more val: iC, 
all the Riches' and Glory of this 
Wt brid* trergis rhe Pleaſant and comfor- 
Ez Dw-iling Plage, here we defire to dwell 
- Yeper. 1 he Humble God dottrteach ; 
hF"ggides the Meek 1n "Judgment, and } : 
cloaths them with Salvation .: - Fitethal I 1 
Obory be given to Kim for the farhe. My | ' 


Defign In \ bringing: theſe things-to. thy 
© Qiew, 
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[ 10f ] | 
Uicw, is,. &© ſhew that the Apoſtles, who 
preach't the Goſpel with the Holy Ghoſt 
lent down'Fom Heaven (as it's Written), 
did in the Movings and Quthozicy of the 
ſame, give forth thoſe Commards, Ordi- 
narices, ard Dodrines urto the Believers, 
in the fame Holy Ghoſt, Spirit, or Light z 
by which Light they ſaw and urderſtocd 
the Truth, Sourdnefs, and Serviceablc- 
ne;S of them :* and by the ſame were they 
led ; Not to Oppoſe them, and ſpeak Cvil 
of them, but to Dbey, and -praCtije them, 
Now, thoſe that profeſs to be governed 
by the ſame Holy Ghoſt, Spirit, or Light 
within, if they poſſeſs what they profets 
therein, they will ſge, that the ſame Holy 
Ghoſt is, Jn ſome meacure, given to ſome 
in our Day ;, and that by-it, Soihe are 
made Able Miniſters,- and- thereby , have 
been Moved to give out Soine Commar«!s, 
Ner in their own Ngme, bui in the 5laing 
of the L.ord Teſts Chrilt, the ciiic! hep- 
herd, and Biſhop of cur Souls : and nigh 
Profellors oþthe Light, who Pul.cſs what 
they Pybfers. ard dilligertly attend upon 
Gcd in the ſame, they will herein See, 


| and thereby be Led to ©bey, and pradtiſe 


thoſe things, Not 2s the Precepts, T radt- 
tions, or DoErines of Men ; Sut as the 
Commands, Pyecepts, and Toctuines ot 
our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, which he gives,and 

H 3 ipcaks 


[102] 
ſpeaks by the Mouths of his Servants ; 
_—\ anſwers thAt%Eight of Chriſt, in 
the Canſciences of his Peoplg. And ſuch 
who reject them, they therein rejett God, 


and Chriſt. Theſe things ſo Command 


ed, are Not contrary to the Commands 
of Chr:ft and his Apoſtles, recorded in the 
Scriptures of Truth ; but Agreeable tq 
them, in the fulfilling the precious Pre- 


miſes of God, ſpoken by theMouths of 


his Holy Prophets; who ſaid, 7 will poicy 


Forth my Spirit upon all Fleſb, &c, For Chriſt 
faid to his Diſciples, When they ſhall lead 

ou, and deliver you up, take nd thought befare 

and hat you ſhall ſpeak, neither do you pre- 
meditate ; but Chen ſhall be given you in 
that hour, that || e: For it xs Not you 
that ſpeak, bur the Holy Ghoſt ; Mark 31.11, 


 Inthe Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſti-, 


ans, obſerve the Holy Ghoſt that ſpake 
tothe Magiſtrates and Rulers, that per- 


ſecnted them ; the ſame ſpake iu them to 


the Church of Chrifs, and gave forth Com- 
mands, Precepts, Ordinances, c. And the 
Believers, unto whom they wrote, having 
a meaſure of the ſame Holy Ghoſt, were 
thereby given to underſtand the ſame,and 
thereby led to the Obedience thereof. 


os 
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' Again, the Apoſtle Paul faid unto the | 
-Saints, You know how we Exhorted,and Com- | 


forred, and Tharged every one of you (as 4 


Father | 
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[103] ] 
Father doth his Children) that you world 
walk worthy Df God, who hath called you 
unto his' Kingdom and Glory; for this Cauſe, 


! alſo, thank we God, without ceaſing ; becauſe, 
| wo e recerved the Word of + 


which ye 
ard of us, ye received it Nat as the Wozd 


but as it is in Truth the Wow of 


oe, eff ft haily worketh alſo in you thaz 
believe ; L Theſl. 2. 11,12, 13. 

Obſerve here;"the Apoſtle cominends 
the Saints for receiving the Word. or 
Teſtimony of God by him and others 


! not as the Wow of Man, or Men ; but as 


it was indeed the Wo and Teſtimony of 
the Low, which' wrought Effettually in 


them, as he faith: And as@ was then {9 
is itnow.; Go IN; given (by his Ser- 


yants,) his Word; his Commands, and 
Dotittes; the hath by his pawerful, en; 
lightni Spirit of Li ned many tq 

receive the fame, Not as the Word, Do. 


Yen ; but as the Wow, Toning" ds, 3 
ecepts, and'Doctrineg of eEGreat God, 
kr our Lord Feſis Chy; ory glory 


| to the Lord God, and the Lamb, for the 
» fame, 


The Dbjertion that ſ@me make concer- 


1 ning'the prattice of ſome things in the 


H 4 Church 


bt 
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Church of Chriſt, at this day, is, becauſe 
they were, not practiſed when, we were 
firſt 'turged 'to The Light, and came. into 
the belief and profeſſion of it. 


Wk ObjeCtion' is Fully anſwered before | 
Inthis Epiſtle, where the divers growths | 
and ftarures of Gods. people are w rit-| 
ten of. 

. But the grear Objection that is uſed byl 
ſome at this day, is, That they | 
an _—_ do not [ce thole things requi- } 
——_ red of them, or believe them 
to be their duty ; and. becauſe they do} 
not ſee the praRtice of thoſe things to be 

ay Unty, or equircd of them, there-| 
Tork they $4 ( Friends ) in the pra- 
ftice of them, What, theſe things are, 
theſe Dppoſers bee FY and the Faithful 


ne Te thein therein , know | 
Ee, ar@>1ot, thi lng. Walicht 
Vi fir Tean 
lerig $- ſober C2 
090. $; Co Wein ct the? 


QB, Or £41 £ ve er | 
th AVE many, Foul 
ts in U Sie er ES and} 


£6! gs to- preferye both young, and. old, : 


Tha o1de on their "CE IG and 
in the reſt of their Converſations, and is 
for the Relief of the Poor, Widows, and 
Fatherleſs Children.,. Some have done 


Kr 
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hurt in their felfiſh and wilful ftriving a: 
gainft theſe things ; and when they have 
done the hurt, they would lay the blame 
upon the things which they ſtrive againit : 
and the p—_ who have and do 
incourage thoſe things. And thus they 
judge uurighteouſly the Innocent , and 
juſtifying themſelves who are guilty. 
Again, . the Apoſtle exhorted, faying, 
Brethrea, whatſoever things are trac, what- 
ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever whings 
are juſt, what ſoever things ere pure, woztſo+ 
ever.things are lovely, whatfoever things are 
of good report s If there be- any Vertue, and 
if there be any Praiſe, think;on theſe things. 
Theſe thing s which: you have both: learned, and 
recerved, and beard, and feen inme, do, and 
the God of. peace ſhail be with you; Philip. 4- 


2.94 = 
- Obſerve, that Meeting together inthe 
Love & Fear of Aimizhry God, totake care 
of his glaryyn providing for the Poor, Wiz 
dows, and Fatherlefs Children, and others 


| who have need of help & alliſtance among 


us in their badily Weakneſs, Temptarti- 
ons, Trials,/and Exercites ; is good, is hoz 
neſt, is Juſ,is lovely, is of good repo2t, and 

is wozthy 06 pzaile. | 
Thelſethings are done mour Meetings, , 
both by: Maleand Female: Such Meetings 
haye theverrnoms Preſence of the LordGod, 
in 


[ 106 ] & - =o 
them : Such Meetings God doth gather, 
own, uphold, and juſtifie by his powerful 
preſence. in.the midſt of them. Again, In 
thoſe Meetings care is taken,that ſuch who 
profeſs the truth, 'as it is in Chriſt Jeſhs, 
( and walk amongſt us). do'proceed in 
their Marriages ſweetly, in good order; 
according to the example of holy men 
and women of God, in former time ( and 
inour days) whoſe proceedings are briet- 
ly, tough plainly touched at in the Scri- 


ptures of Truth. Again, In thoſe Mee- 


tings care is taken, that thoſe whoſe pro- 
ceedings in relation to NN are not 
as they ought to be, that ſuch be admoni- 
ſhed, that they may come into a right 
ſenſe of the diſhonour they bring to God 
thereby, that they may repent.and con- 
demn the ſame, and give glory to God 
therein, that they may-obtain forgiveneſs 
at his:hand ; and that his People whom 
they have grieved by their unfaithfulneſs 
therein, may be comforted in ſeeing this 
good Work of God wrought in tliem! 
Again, In theſe Meetings care is taken,that 
thoſe who profeſs the Truth as it is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ( and walk amongſt us ) do 
in their Converſations walk orderly, ag 
becomes: the Goſpel , that no Profeſſor 
thereof wrong another, or any other, per- 
{on whomſoever, in any matter or thing 

what- 
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| [ 107] 
whatſoever. This isendeayoured by the 


faithfuk Children of God ,, Children of 
Light, both Male and Female, in their 


; particular and diſtin, and alſo in their 


more general Meeting, as much as in them 
lieth. And where any profeſling the 
Truth amongſt us, do or have done the 
contrary, care hath been and is to labour 
with them in the love of God, and Meek- 
neſs, and Patience, which Chriſt Jeſus, the 
meek and lowly Lambof God,hath taught 
s,. to.bring them into a right ſenſe of 
the dithonour,they. have. brought to God 
by their evil doings; : ad that they might 
repent, of, and ſenſually: judge themſelves 


for the ſame ; that. ſothrough-unfeignet -- . 


Repentance, and forſaking the ſame, they 


- might obtain Forgiveneſs of their ſins at 


: the hand of God: for the Lord God who 
| is merciful, delighteth not in the deſtru- 


© ion of the ſinner, but rather that he 


! ſhould repent, and turn from the evil of 


his ways, and live, and ſo come into unity 


| with his tender People. Again, In thele 


- Meetings the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus do 


' watch.one oyer another in Love, to be 


helpful one to another in their Tempta- 


' tions, Tryals, and AfiQtions, labouring 


; to build upeach other in the holy Faith, 


| (which works by Love, as the Apoſtle 


faith) herein.they manifeſt their love one 


to 


[208 ] 
to another , according to Chriſts com- 
mand : Their love is without diffimula- 
tion; by which they zre know: to be 
the Diiciples of Chriſt, in fulfilling the 
Roval Law of Love in his Divine Light, 
according the Scriptures of Truth. 

Again, in thote Meetings careis taken, 
that the Profeilors of our Lord fetus 
Chriſt, and the Teachings of his Divine 
Light within, do'walk in the Light which 
they mcke profeſſion of. that according 
to Chriits command, their Light may ſo 
ſhine before men,” that they may fee their 
good; works mi Chrilt Jefus, and glorifie 


our Father which'/is in Heaven; that as * 


the Salt of the-Earth, we moy always keep 
that heavenly 1avour which'God inChr' tt 
hath given us, and that we may grow in 
it more and more, that therein 'we may 
be a good favour both in therti that are 
ſaved, and 1n them that periſh, even as the 
Apoſtle exhorted.z 7:7 * "it 


All the before-mentioned things are | 


true, honeſt, juſt, good, virtuous; lovely, 
and of good report, -worthy of priſe. 
Hereby God is honoured, and hischildren 
profited, benefited”, ' comfortel, edified, 
and built up in unfeigned Love; Peace, 


and ſweet Unityyto his praiſe and glory, | 


who 15 over all Heaven and Earth, worthy 
ef Honour, Glory, Dominion, and Praiſe, 
now 
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now ard for-ever more. *, Amer. 
Ob/erve, th.t which oppoſeth , con- 
demneth, and icorreth tie faithful in 
C briſk jejuy , 1h thete their ſervices ard 
I:bour of, love, 48 ne:cher :roe, jult, horeſt, 
lovely , VIFLUCUS, IF OT &« 0d reports 
Neltner 1s 1t worthy of praiſe, but the 
CONtrary ; Thereforgall you who proteſs 
to be led and guided bythe Light of Chrift 
within z you 1n the Light of Chrilt Jeius, 
] cell YOu, that his Light 1n you, wull not 
lead any of you to oppole apy of the good 
things before- -mentioned. And where a- 
ny periqn profeiling, to be led by the 
Light of Chrult within, dooppolie any of 
the beroxe-mentioned Meetings, or the 
atoreſaid good ſervices in ttiem , It is 
Darkneſs, -and not the-Light of Chriſt, 
which fo leads and periwades them: He 
that was aLiar from the beginning, hath 
deceived ſuch. Oh that they might iee his 
Snare, and come out of it | this 1s our ten- 


1 dcr defire for them for their eterral good. 


The Lord God, who is Light, in whom 
there is no Darkneſs at all, iaid by the * 
mouth. of his holy Prophet, "We wire them 


| that Gal CH EO0es and good evil ; rl > 
Fs 


dn ky: ſs for light, and leke for darkneſs ! 


\ Vo wnta them that are wiſe 49.tbeir own eyes ! 


| Ifai. 5, 29,21, Chri ſaid, If the light 


that t5.in thee, be ar konſs,, bow great ts that 
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darkneſs ? Sev XMat.6. 33,253. 'Ste Luke 
*#1. 34435, 36. SCC Foh. 12.35. 

Obſerve,it is No P2oof, that theſe good 
things arenotrheir duty, becauſe rheydo not 
ſee them tobe ſo: for it is undeniable;that it 
is the duty of all Men & Women tobeheve 
inthe one Eternal God ; but ſome were of 
old, and now are ſo blinded by the God of 
this world, their -minds ſp darkned, and 
.they ſo hardened in the pactice and love of 
ſin, that they did not, no2 do ſee 02 be- 
lieve that there is a God; as it's written, 


The Fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is no 
God: And again, Ghriſt-faid to the 
great profefſing Jews, High - Prieſts, 
Scribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, who were 
as the whited Walls, Graves, and painted 
Sepulchres,-( but within were full of rot- 
tenneſs, hypocriſic and deceit) Te neither 
know Ye, no2 my Father ; Fe eirher know 
the Scriptures, no2 the Power of Evd. * 

* . Again, It is the duty of every.man and. 
awoman to believe in the true Light of 
Chriſt ; that lighteneth every tan that 
cometh into-the World ; but it's known | 
by lamentable Experience, thar even'tmany | 
of the-Profeflors of Chriſtianity, are far 
frombelieving in it ; whoon the contra 
are Blafphemeng againſt it, Mocking an 
Scoſhng' at ity" eps. | and oppreſ- 
ling the Children of i; and oppoſing = 
\ t Teſti- 
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Teſtimony of it. Now, if theſe do ſay, +» 


We do Not lee or believe it. to be our Du- 
ty to believe in and obey the Light ; it 
doth Not theretore follow, that it is not 
their Duty: and if _ ſay, We ſce & be- 
lieve it is our Duty to ſpeak and write a- 
gainſt theLa wp and to puniſh you who 
Brofeſs and 0 y it ; Their ſo ſaying will 
Not prove that theſe their. Evil Works 
are their Duty to God and Chriſt, no not 
2..-a1l,. but the ,Contrary. But to come 
ſer tothe Profeſſars of the Light with- 
in, hear what Chriſt and. the; Prophet 
Gith, viz. This Peoples Heart is' wared 
oſs, , andtheir Ears are dull of hearing, 
and their Eyes they have cloſed, leſt at any 
Time they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, and 
hear with their. Ears, and ſhould underſtand 
with Hcart, and ſhould be converted, 
and 1 ſhould heal them. See Aarh. 13. 18, 
15. Atts 28. 26,27. The Author to the: 
Hebrews writ thus concerning Chrift , 
viz. And he, became: the Author of Eternal 
> Tons to. all them that, obey hity, called of 
God ay high Prieſt, after the Order of Mel- 


cilcks of whopr s have many things. to 


ay, and hard to be uttered ; ſeeing Be 


are Dull of hearing, OF. AS If is rendered. 
in the Margin out of the Greek, Hath'no 


Experience ; for when for the Time ye 


ought to be Teachers, Pe have Need that 
one 
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one teach. you again, which be' the firſt 
Principles of the Word orOraclegof God. 
See Heb. $.9,10,11,'12. | 
Again, Chriſt ſpeaking a Parable con- 
cerning the Kingdom of God, faith, For 
unto every one that hath ſhall be given, andhe 


ſhall have abxndance ;, but from him that bath \ 
zoet,ſhall be taken away even that which he hath; | 


and caſt ye the nnprofit able Servant into utter 
darkneſs, &c. See Math. 25. 29, 30, 
Obſerve, the ſloathful Servant: who 
had not improved his Lords Talent, was 
and is to be caſt into utter darkneſs, his 
Talent being taken from him: Snch an one 
in Darknef: may talk of Light, 'as Fob 
faith, Death and Deſtrition ſairh, We have 
heard of the fame of Wiſdom 7Tuch an one 


may talk of the Light, who in his dark” | 
Works Denics it, and oppoſeth' it, and | 


cantends 2gairt# the Children'of it, in 
their pure Obedience to it, and Such an 


pne may {ay to-the Children of the'Lighr, | 


I do not {ee that to be my Duty which 
you preCtiſe: Þ ſay, how ſhould he ſee 
who 1s ſhut vp 1n utter- darkneſs, whoſe 
wilful- diſobedience has brought him to 
be like the deaf Adder,which.ſtoppeth his 
Ears, which will not hear, as it's written. 


Again, Jeſus faid unto them, Ter a lit- | 
tle while the Lirht with you, walk-while ye | 


hive the L'ght,1eit Darkneſs come upon you ; 
I, ft or 


| [113] 
for he that walketh in darkneſs knoweth not 
whither he goeth ; while ye have the Light be- 
lieve inthe Light, that youlenay be the Chil- 
dren of Light, Joha 12. 35, 36. . 
Obſerve, They who believe in the 
Light, as Chriſt commands,and obey it in 
| its firſt and ſmalleſt Manifeſtations, they 
1in that Light Cannot oppoſe what the 
| Light brings forth Jn others ; for though 
Some who are turned to the Light, and 
| have believed in it, and in ſome meaſure 
| obeyed it, Do not ſee ſo Much or ſo Far 
into the things of God, as ſome others 
who are more grown and Eſtabliſhed, 
: have received a greater Meaſure of Divine 
Wiſdom ; yet Cannot theſe Weak or - 
Poung ones, by the motion or teaching of 
the Light, contradiCt, oppoſe, or cqn- 
| tend againſt what the ſame Light brings 
?forth in others of the Children of it ; 
if this Could be, then God (whoſe gift to 
Man and Woman, the Light is) would 
thereby be the Author of Confuſion, 'and 
not of Peace,in the Churches of the Saints, 
as is obſerved before in this Epiſtle; but 
z0d Js not the Author of Confuflon, but 
f Peace in all the Churches of the Saints, 
s the Apoſtle hath writ,which is obſerved 
:before. Iris true as the Prophet writ, @ 
[i in thy Light we ſhall ſee more Light, &c. 
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The Path of the Fuſt is as the ſkining Light, 
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which 
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which ſhines more & more untothe perfett day. 
It is certainly true, that we find it harder 
in this Age to ngriwade ſome pcople, to 
keep and ivalk 1n the Light, than it was 
to-turn themto it ; and ſome like Balaam 
having been opened by it,to ſeethe bleſſed 
end of the Righteous, Co {till retaina Pro- 
feſſion of it ( though they rebel againſt | 
it) and deſire to Te che death of the 

Righteous, as Balaamdid ; but refuſethto 

Kve that Self-denying Chriſtian life, | 
which lcads to that good End. Chriſt | 
faith, Loe 7 come, and my reward i with me, 

to give unto every one according as hu works | 
ſhall be. And the Apoſtleſfaith, Such as every 

one ſows,ſuch ſhall he reap : he that fows to the 

fleſh, ſhall of the fleſhreap Corruption ; but he | 
that ſows to the Sperit, Fall of the Spirit reap | 
. Life =ay cn. If ye live after the fleſh, ye | 


Il die ; but if ye through the ſpirit mortifie © 
deeds of EW ( -- Fry prod para 
live. The Apoſtle Paul writ thus to the 
Children of the Light, Let ws therefore as 
many as be per fetthe thus minded : and if in; 
ny thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall re- | 
veal even. this unto you. Nevertheleſs, where- | 
to-we have already attained, let. us walk by} 
the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing... 
Om be followers together of me , and. 
ark them which walk, ſo, as ye have us for 
un enfample, See Philip. 3-15,16,17.. {| 
| ſerve! 
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. Obſerve here, It was the Apoſtles be- 


lief, that if any among the Believers 
inthe Light, were of another mind than 
he was, 1n any thing that he in the Light 
practiſed, God would reveal the ſame un- 
to them alſo, they abiding ſtedfaſt with 
the Light to which they were turn'd ; 
and as he believed, ſo do we believe in this 
matter. "Tis poſlible, that ſome perſons, 
who are turned to the Light of Chriſt 
within, who have believed, and in ſome 
meaſure obeyed the ſame, who in many 
things have Unity with the moſt antient 
grown and eſtabliſh'd of the Children of 
the Light, yet in ſome things, may not be 
ſo opened and clear in their Underſitan- 
dings, as to ſee them, and joyn inFaith in 
the practice of them. We believe, and 
therefore ſay, That if ſuch abide in the 
Light, faithful to what they know, God 
will reveal theſe things into them. And 
we believe, and therefore tay, They kee- 
ping in the Light, it will keep them from 
contending again(t oz oppoſing others, in 
the pracice of that which God has re- 


| vealed to them, and required of them. 
| What isnotof Faith is 1in, as ſaith the 
' Apoſtle; Such therefore that are weak in 


theFaith, we ought notto rrjeſt, but tore- 
cerve, thonghnot to donbttul Diſputati- 
ons, but to bear their infirmities or weak- 

I 2 nelles 
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neſſes, to be good Examples to them, and 
to make interceſſion to God for them, and 
-to hold forth Truth to them in ſound 
Doctrine, that they may be 
with his glorious power 1n their Inward 
man ; and that he may increaſe their 
Faith, and more and more fill them with 
that Wiſdom and Knowledge, which is 
pure and peaceable from above. 

But obſerve, where perſons have been 
long convinced, and are become Teachers 
of others, and by their ſodoing would be 
look'd upon to be Elders, wiſe and ſtrong, 
ſhall under the profeſſion of the Light 

e, and teach others to oppoſe the 
faithful Followers of Chriſt, in things 
which they praCtiſe in the Faith of Chriſt, 
accompanied with his Power and a good | 
Underſtanding, This Caſe is greatly dif: 
fering from the before-mentioned : For 
theſe willnot grant,that their refuling the 
practice of ſome things,and the oppoſing 
the Practiſers thereof, pzoceeds from weak- Þ ar 
neſs, o2 ſhozt-fightedneſs through their In- ? ac 
fancy in the knowledge of the Truth; 7 1o' 
Wuch leſs that it proceeds from Apoſtacy | 1a. 
and Rebelkon, the latter of which 1s true | us 
upon fome- in oyr Age; but theſe give 7 mi 
out reviling Speeches againſt the Faithful, | thi 
calling them Apoſtates, and many other 4 be! 
evil names, which I here omit to mention, | re] 

| having, 
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having no pleaſure to repeat them. * 
Obſerve, we are of the Apoſtles Faith 
and Judgment, who writ thus to the, 
Churchat Galatia; Brethren, if. a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpirutual 
reftore ſuch a one in the ſpirit of meeknecſs, 
conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempred : 
Bear ye one an»thers burthens, and ſo fulfil the 
Law of Chrift. SeeGal.6.1, 2. read the 
Chapter through. Chriſt, our Souls Bi- 
ſhop, hath taught us how to ſeek to re- 
ſtore thoſe that commit Offences againſt 
him and his People ; and ſeveral hath 
been ſo ſought, and recovered out of the 
Snare, 1n which they were taken ; and 0- 


; thers ſo ſought, have not been gained, but 


have perſiſted in their evil doing, until 
God has ceaſed any longer to ſtrive with 
them though his Servants, and then his 
Servants have witneſſed againſt them, 
and declared their diſunion with them, 


3 according ta Chriſts command ; and 


_—{ 


: 


ſome ſuch being declared againſt,as afore- 


| ſaid, have appeared in great wrath againſt 


us, like the raging Waves of the Sea, fo- 


] ming out their own ſhame ; but we pity 


them, and ſhould greatly rejoyce on their 
behalf, if they could yet find a place of 
repentance and return: for'tis true which 


Chriſt ſaith, Foy ſhall be 3x hraven over ont 


{ſinner that repemeth,)&c. 
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Again, it is true which the Apoſtle 
Tames writ, Rrethren, if any of you ao erre 
from the truth, and one convert him, let him 
know, that he which convertethythe ſinner from 
the errony of is way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from | 
death, and cover a multitude of ſins, Jam. 5. | | 
I9, 20. | | 
Again, to them that ſay, they donot fee, | « 

as aforeſaid, hear what Chrift faith by } « 
his Angel to the Church in Laodicea, viz. | 1 
Becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich ard increaſed | 
in goods, and have need of nothing , and }< 
Knowelt not that thou art waetched, and mi- | - 
b 

[4 
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Cerable, and poo2, and blind, and naked : 7 
counſel thee to buy of me gold tryed in the fire, 
that thou mayeſt be rich, and white rayment | 
that thou mayeſt be cloathed, and tht the | W 
ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear; and a: | Þ! 
noint eyes with eye-ſalve, char cho |} Þ* 
mayeſt ſee : as many as I love, ] rebuke &.cha-| © 
ſten. Be zealous therefore and repem : behold 1 
ſtand at the deor and knock, Tf any man hcar 
my boice,and open the doo2, J will come in to\ {0 
him, and will ſup with him, and he with me, Cal 
&c. He that hath an ear to hear, let him\CNu 
bear what the ſpirit ſaith unto the Churches,| 4 
Rev. 3.14. tothe end. _ 
' 8. Obſerve, this Church or Congrega/ _ - 
tion was gathered into the Profeſſion off C0 
Chriſt and his Light within. the 
; NY ha 2. Ot 
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2. Dbſerve how g2eatly they were miCa- 
ken concerning their own fate and condſti- 
on ; a moſt groſs and lamentable Errour 
were they in, as the before-cited words of 
Chriſt do plainly ſhew, They were puffed 
up with Self-conceit, that they wanted no- 
thing, when in reality and truth, they 
Wanted all things, that ſhould have ren- 
dered them to be that which they profeſ- 
ſed to be; Namely, ſuch who were Com- 
pleat in Chriſt Fe/:5, the Head of His 
Church ; who is the fulnes; who Cloaths 
his Members with the Robes of his own 
Righteouſneſs, and fills them with the 
bright Beams of his Divine Light, ſo that 
they ſee clearly ; and he fills their Hearts 
with the Riches of his Grace, in the a- 


a: | bundance of which,their Hearts and Souls 


0K 


pour forth Praiſes and Thankſgiving to. 
the Lor#God, and the Lamb who is Wor- 


thy for evermore. 


3. Obſerve, Though their State was 


{ſo miſerable ; yet in his tender Mercy, he 


calls them to Repentance. Oh, conſider 
|this, thou Back-ilider, whoever thou art, 


Jand let the ſence thereof {eize upon thee, 


£4” 
O 


01s 


{and break thy Heart. Repent, and Turn. 


tothe Lord, with whomis forgiveneſs ! 
4- Obſerve, How Chriſt charges this 
Congregation to be blind, and being blind 
they could not ſee their State as it was ; 
I 4 but 
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but in their blind Self-conceit, aid, It 
was What it was not. 

5. Obſerve, That theſe blind Self-con- 
ceited ones, while they remained ſuch, 
could not ſee that to be their Duty, which 
the Children of {.ight ſaw to be theirs. 

6. Obſerve, That we do not here 
read,that theſe blind ſelf-conceited -Laod:- 
ceans,did ſo oppoſe the Children of Light, 
in their Faithful Obedienceto it; as ſome 
do oppoſe in our day we do nct read they 
called them Apoſt ates. 

7. Obſerve, That ſome hlind Self-con- 
ceited ones in our Age, have appeared 
worſe than they, who are not contented | 
with that ungodly fleſhly Liberty, and un- | 
chriſtian Looſneſs in which they are; but 


thereindo oppole,& War againſt the chil- = 


drenof the Light, becauſe they will not 
joynand walk,and haye Unity with them, 
in their dar Words & Works:But in the 
Councel of God,W itneſs again!t the ſame. 
" 8. Obſerve, If theſe blind Self-conceit- 
ed ones do not take Chriſt's Councel, viz. 


Anoynt thejr Eyes with Eye-Salve, that * 


"W | 


they may [te and repent ; then their eval 


End willbe Miſerable, much worſe than } 
their Beginning was. Oh, that ſuch might * 
et ſeek, and find a Place of Repentance / 
 Fhis would be matter of great rejoycing} 
to the Children of Light, who are cal-! 
| | | lumniated,; 


| 
| 
{ 
F 
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lumniated, reviled, oppoſed, and great- 
ly abuſed by them. Ppol 

Again, the Apoſtle Peter writ to the 
Saints in Light, viz. Giving all Diligence, 
Aad to your Faith Vertue, and to Vertue 
Khobleder, and to Knowledge 1emperance, 
and to I emperance Patience, and to Patience 
Goalineſs, andro Godlineſs brotherly Kind- 
neſs, Charity; for if theſe chmgs be in you, 
and abound, they make you that you ſhall nes- 
ther be barrennor unfruitful inthe Knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but he that lack- 
eththeſe Things is blind, and cannot ſee far 
off ; and hath forgotten, that he was purgd 
from hu old Sins. Wherefore the rather, Bree 
thren, grve All diligence to make your Cal- 
ling and Election ſure; fo2 if you do theſe 
things, ye ſhall never fall, &c. 2 Per. 1. 5. 
tothe 11. Read the Chapter through. 

1. Obſerve, All you that profeſs the 
Light of Chriſt within, what things you 
are to be found in, Which will render you, 
that you are not barren, nor unfruitful 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Teſus Chriſt. 

2. Obſerve, That he that profeſles to 
be plentifulin the Knowledge of our Lord 

Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, And is not found 
in the Polleſſion and Practice of thoſe be- 
fore-mentioned Chailtian fruits, he is 
hlind, as the Apoſtle ſaith, and too _— 

£ 
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the felf-conceited blind Laodiceans. "7 
3. Obſerve, That there are ſome at | ed 
this day, who do profeſs themſelves to | fþ 
be followers of the Light of Chriſt with- ] X 
in, Who do lack theſe before-mentioned | of 
good Things; and fo, according to the | 7; 
Apoſtles ſaying, Thele arc blind, and the | # 
blind cannot ſee till their Eyes be opencd ; ! 2 
So they cannot ſee their Duty, nor the Du- 
ty of the Children of Light, till their Eyes 
be ope'd.Such of them,who Habenot yer ſin: 
ned out the Day of Gods Uiſitation,to them 
I Erhozt and warn to retire, out of the Self- 
concelt, and vain Imaginations,to the pure 
Divine Light of Chr:ft within, and there- } j 
unto diligently attend, that thereby the | 
Eyes of their Underſtandings may be a- | 
nointed and opened, that therein they | 
may ſee their Duty, and by vertne of the 
fame, be led into it, and kept init ; and 
alſo may ſee the Dnty of the Children of 
Light, and have Unity with them therein, | 
Again, Hear what the, Apoſtle Paul | 
ſaithconcerning Blindneſs, viz. But if our *' 
Goſpel be hid, Jtis hid in them that are lot, . | 
in: whom the God of this Wozld hath blind: ? 
2d the minds of them which believe not, /-/# 
the Light of the Gloyious Goſpel of Chriſt, | 
who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto 
them ; for we Preach not our ſelves,bur Chriſt | 
Jeſus the Log, and our. ſelves. your Ser> . 
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vants for Jeſus ſake; for God, who command- 

ed the Light to ſhine our of Darkneſs, hath 

ſhined in our hearts, to give the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God, tn the face 

of Jeſus Chriſt ; bur we have this Treaſure 

in the Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of 
the Power, may be of God, and not of us, 

2 Cor. 4.3. to8. 

1. Obſerve, That it 1s the God of the 
World, who blinds the Minds of Peo- 
ple, deſigning thereby to hinder them of 
the Benefit of the Light ; that ſo they 
might be kept blind, and in Blindneſs, 
Conteit themſelves to be wiſe and know- 
ing in the Things of God, and Goſpel of 
his Kingdom, and in their Blindneſs to 
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oppole and contend againſt thoſe, whom 
God hath made Wiſe unto Salvation, in op- 
poſing their Chriſtian Counſel, Advice, 
and Converſation. 

2. Obſerve, That the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt did not Preach Themtelves, but 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and Themſelves 
their Servants for Je/#s ſake; and ſo doth 
the faithful Miniſters of Chr:t,in this day, 

praiſed be the Lord for the ſame ; and the 
Excellency of thy Power by which they are 
enabled to ſerve God, and each other, is 
of God, and not of Thethſelves. Therefore 
the Glory belongsto him forever. 

Again, Hear what che Apoſtle _ 
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faith concerning the darkened and blind- 
ed, viz. For the Wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven Againſt all Ungodlyneſs and 
Unrighteouſneſs of Men,who hold the Truth 
in Unrighteouſneſs;, becauſe that which may 
be known of God, Js Manifeſt in them 3 
for God hath ſhewed it unto them, --—Berauſe 
that when they knew God, they glozified him 
not as God, neither were they thankful ; 
bur became vain in their Jmaginations,and 
their fooliſh Heart was darkned ; p2ofeſſing 
themſelves to be Wiſe, they becaine Fools, 
Rom. 1.18, 19, t023. | 

1. Obſerve, That the Wrath of Gods 
revealed from Heaven, againſt all Ungod- 
lyneſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, for 
holding the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs ; 
That is,holding a Profeſſion of it UWhthout 
Subjecion and Dbedience to it,becauſe they 
do not obey the Truth, in forſaking that 
which it ſhews them to beevil,& chuling & 


doing that which it ſhews themto be good. | 


2. Obſerve, That when they through 


their Negligence and Slothfulneſs, conti- | 


nued and multiplied Diſobedjience and Re- 


bellfon, are come to be darkned, and made | 


' Spiritually blind ; ſo that: they neither ſee, 


know, or deſire to Know their Duty, 0 


to doit ; yet this their Darkneſs and Blind- 
neſs doth not render them Ercuſable, or 
pncondemnable either in the ſight of God, 

or 
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or his Faithful People ; but on the contra- 
ry, Jnercuſable and condemnable in the 
ſight of God, and alſo in the ſight of his 
Faithful People.. 

3. Obſerve, The cauſe why they be- 
came fo darkned and blinded was, that 
when they knew Ged, they glorified Him 
not as Ged, neither were thankful ; there- 
fore they became Uain in their Jmagina- 
tions, and their fooliſh Hearts were dark- 
ned ; profeſſing themſelvee to be Wiſe, 
they became Fools. 

. Obſerve, What it is to Elozifie God 
as Eod, when Man knows Him ; for there 
are ſeveral Degrees of the Knowledge of 
God, all proceeding from one Cauſe, and 
are of one kind, though Not all of One 
Duantity 02 Largeneſs. Certain it is, 
that to Glozifie God as God, is not only 
to believe that He is a Mighty, Powerful, 
Juſt, and Holy God; bur alſo to Reverence, 
fear, and ſtand in awe of Him, a: d to obey 
Him, according to that Knowledge _ 
ceived of him. His Bleſling is upon, & will 
continue and increaſe upon all thoſe, who 
do ſo Glozifie Him ; for He hath promiled, 
who cannot lie, That he that 1s Faithful 
in a little, ſhall be made Ruler over much, 
and ſhall enter into the Joy of his'Lerd-: 

Again, The ſame Apoſtle writ to the 
believing Gentiles at Epheſus, viz. The 1 
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? ſay therefore, and teſtific in the Lord, That 

- ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, 
in the Vanity of their Minds, having the 
CLinderſanding darkened, being alienated 
from the Life of God, thzough the Jgno: 
2ance that is in them, becauſe of the Blind- 
neſs of their Heart, who being paſt feeling 
have given themſelves over to Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, to wozk aLUncleanneſs with g2edi- 
neſs, Ephel. 4. 17, 18, 19. 

Obſerve here, the woful and miſerabl« 
Effects of Diſobedience to God ; what 
Darkneſs, Spiritual Blindneſs, Benum: 
medneſs, and Inſenſibility it brings them 
into, who are givenup thereto, alie- 
nating them from the Life, Power, and 
Spirigof God; yet this Blindneſs and In- 
ſenſibility, Doth not render them excuſa- 
ble, in the Sight of the Lord God, who 
hath ſent his Son, a true Light, who l/:ghr 
every Man that comes into the World; wh 
therefore ſaith, Look unto Ae all, O y 
Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved; fur 
am God, and there is none elſe; a mighty 
God, and : Saviour, Iſa. 45. 22. | 

\And again, The Apoltle in bis: Light,! 
Spirit, and Power law, and therefore; 
ſaid, God's W:ll :s, that all Men (hould a 
the Truth, and be Saved, 1 Tim. 2. 4. They! 
thereſore who believe in the Divine Light 
of Chrift, and walk in and obey the ſame,] fi 
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are therein ſaved, preſerved, and juſtifi- 
ed ; but they that know this Light, pro- 
feſs, and talk of it, but do not obey, and 
walk in it, they are juſtly by the Lord 
God condemned, and their Diſobedience 
juitly Witneſled againſt by his Faithful 
People, who walk in his Light, and bring 
forth the pure peaceable Fruits of it; 


:F. and if ſuchdiſobedient, unfaithful Profeſ- 


ſors of the Light do not unfeignedly re- 
pent of their Evil Sayings and Doings a- 
gainſt God, and his People, and walk in 
Obedience to the Light they make Pro- 
feſſion of ; then will the Wrath of God 
fall heavy upon them in the End. 

Again, Hear what the Apoſtle, Peter 
ſaith to the Faithful Children of Light, 
viz. But ye are a choſen Generation, an holy 
Nation, a peculiar People, that ye ſbould ſhew 


forth the Praiſe of him, that hath called you 


Out of Darkneſs #»to his Marvellous Light. 
Dearly Beloved, I beſeech you, as Strangers 
and Pilgrims, Abſtain from Fleſhlp Luſt, 
which War againſt the Soul, having your 
Converſations Honeſt amongſt the Genes ;; 
that whereas they ſpeak, againſt you as Eval 
Doers, they may Ly your Good Wozks, 


which they ſhall behold, glorify God in the 


| day of Viſtation, 1 Pet. 2, 9,to the 13. 


Obſerve, This Doctrine of the Apo- 


ſtle, is according to the Command of 
Chriyt 


\ 
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Chriſt to his Diſciples. He aid, Let your 
Light \o ſhine befoze en, that they may 
ſee your good Wozks,and Glozify your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, Math. 5. 16. 

Again, Chri# ſain, The Light of the Bo- 
dy «5 the Eye, Jf thercfoze thine Eye be (in- 
gle, thy whole Body ſhall be full of Light ; 
but if thine Eye be Evil, thy whole Body 
ſhall be full of Darkneſs ; /f cherefore the 
Light that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great 
is that Darkneſs ? See Math. 6. 22, 23. 

Again, Chriſt ſaith, Out of the Heart pro- 
ceedeth an Evil Eye, Mark, 7. 22. Luke 
11.34: 

1. Obſerve, That the Children of 
Light are a Royal Pyieſthood, a Holy Na: 
tion, a Peculiar People, called out of 
Darkneſs into Gods marvellous Light ; 


They walking thereinare as Lights in the | 


World, their Light ſo ſhines before Men in 
the good Works, or good Converſation in 
Chrift, this brings Glory to God the Father, 
which is in Heaven ; they neither Need nor 
Do plead Ignorance, of their _y to God, 
or Man ; or of the Commands © 
For | they do both know, obey and do 
their Duty to God and Man, praiſed be 
the Lord God for the ſame. | 
2. Obſerve, That Chri## faith, The 
Light of the Body, is the Eye ; wherefore if 
thine Eye be file, thy whole Body 3s full of 


Chriſt ;, © 
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Light ; but when thins Eye & Evil, thy 
—_ body alſo is full of darkniſs. Yere 

are *two Epes ſpoken of 3 the good 

one and the evil one , he that hath 
che good Epe open in him , with it <4,;aq0, 7 
ſeesright, ſ@s god things , and 1s af- the Mind lead 
fected therewith , embraceth and hold. the blind , beth 
! eth faſt the ſame z he ſes his duty to God _ intothe 
| and Man, and by Gods help doth the | _ Hon oy 
1 ſame, and therein is bleſſed ;. buthe that 
hath the Ebil Epe open in bim (which 
: | Eyeproceeds our of the Heart , as Chrif 
+ | faith, with this his Evil Eye he ſeeketh 

and watcheth for Evil, and therewith 
ſees Evil things,and hath pleaſure inthem, 
and therefore embraces them ; pra- 
Ciſeth chem, pleads for them, and holds 
them faſt, is is the Man, whoſe GmB 
Epe is blinded, and his evil one open ; 
theretore he calls Gead Tvil , and Evil 
Gead. Here Darkneſs and its fruits, 
are put for Light and its fruits, and Light 
land its fruits , are put for Darkneſs and 
Jits fruits, The Perſon that doth this, 
| hath changed the Truth of God foz a 
|Lie. Oh, this is a miſerable State, 
which ſome fell into in Ages paſt, and 
fome are fallen into inour Age ! Outot 
Y {which , God Almighty preſerveall, who 
7 Ito his Light are "One , who belicve - 
b-” | an 
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and love the ſame ! And the Lord be 
merciful unto all , who, though they be 


Darkned and Intangled in the Snares of 
their Souls Enemy , through want of 
Watchfulnefſs in the pure Light of Chriſt, 
and holy fear of God; yet have not ſmned 
out the day of his tender Viſitation to 
them. Oh that they may ſeek and find | 
a place of unfeigned Repentance , and fo | 
return unto the Lord Ged, before the 
Parveſt, or Gathering,or Reſtoring cime, | 
ro them be ended, | 
| 


Concerning the Honour which God 
grves unto hy People, Kc. 


| 
| 
iu 


. 


He fear of the Lord is the Inſtraition of 
* Wiſdom,and before Honour is Humility, 
Proverbs 15. 33. And Chriſt faith, If any 
»an honour me, him will my Father ho- 
nour, John 12. 26, And the Apoſtle Pe- 
ter Exhorted the Saints, ſaying, Ponour | 
all men, l»ve the Brotherhood, fear God, &c. : 
x Per. 2.17. The Apoltle Paxl Exhorted © 
the believing Romans to be kindly Aﬀetti- | 
onwated one towards another with brotheyly 
Love in Yonour, preferring ons another , 
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& | Rom-.12. 106+ Again he writ to them; 
e | viz. ButGlory, Bonour,end Peace, to every 

f 5 man that wozkerh god, &c. Rom:2.10. 

f | Again, hear what the Lord faith by the 

» | mouth of Sewxil the Prophet ,, viz. 

d } Them that honour me, / will honour, 4nd 

OÞ they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efteem'd, 
d | - aw 2.30, And again, Pawl writing tO 

| Timothy faith', Let the Elders that Rule 
| well be counted worthy of double honour, , 
©, | eſpecially they who labour in the Word and. 

Dottrine, x Tim 5. 17. 

Obſerve , All the Children of God 
who are taught by his' gracious Spirit 
of Life, Light, Love and Peace, who 
walk therein, they Glorific and Honour 
him, with their Spirits and Bodies, which 
are his, and with his- good Creatures , 
which he hath ma1e them Stewards over, 
of which is their reaſonable Service , and 
Y>J all ſuch he honours , with the honour 
”)} that is from above-; which comes from 
« himſelf, and all cheſe do honour each 
*-* other, andprefer each other, according 

- to the D2der of the Work of God a- 

monegſt them in their ſeveral Gifts and 
dl Services in the Body of Chriſt , his 
=} Church; All keeping to, and walking in 
ly the Divine Lighr of Chriſt , all will be 
= kept in Pumilitp ( _ aaN Unity ) Rr 
» Cloath- 
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cloathed with ir according tothe Apoſtles 
Exhortation, and according to the Com- 5 
mand and Example of Chrift the Chief ? | 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, whqa ©! | 
ſaid, Learn of me, J am me&k and low: ' 
ly in Deart , andye ſhall find reſt to pour | 
Souls. A Remnant hath learned Humi- ? . 
lity of him inthis Age, and he hath given ' 
us reſt to our Souls , whichto us far ex | { 
cels all the Riches and Glory of this * 
World , Praifes tothe Lord Ged andthe | 
Lamb for the ſame. 

Bleſſed are all they that walk in his 
Light, they find the fruit of it in them, 
to be unfeigned Love to Friends, and al-. 
ſoto Enemies, and Meekneſs, Patience, 
Gentleneſs, Juſtice, Equity , and Righ- 
teouſneſs towards all Men, and a good *' 
Underſtanding, and holy right Zeal for 
the honour of the Lord, and the good 
of his People; who walks here will not 
be puffed up with -ſetf conceic , or ſelf 
wilfulaeſs , or be filled with Wrath, Ma- 
lice, Strife, nor ſtrive to Honour or Ex- 
alt rhemſelves, as Lords over Gods Peo- 
ple; ſuch are not Lords over that Faith | 
which God hath wrought in his People, 
but in the Love of God, Meekneſs and Hu- | 
mility of Chriſt Jeſus, theſe build up one 
angther in their moſt Holy Faith, and are | * 


Fellow 


ow 
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Fellow helpers of one anqthers Joy in the 
Lord, as the Apoftle hath wric and Ex- 
horted, . And as the Primitive true Chri- 
ftians practiſed, 


” = Ot WD Oo IF yy *, = 


| Concerning Rule and Government 


in the Church of Chriſt. 


Hriſt Jeſus after he aroſe from the 
Dead ſpake unto hisDiſciples, ſaying, 
All power is given unto me in Heaven and 


3 inEarth, go ye therefore andteach all Na- 
| tions, Baptizing them into the Name (for 


ſo the Greek renders it), of the Father,and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; Teach- 


: ng them 30 obſerve all things whatſoever 
I 


ave comanded you , and lo I am 
with you always, Orc. Matr. 28. 28, 19, 


209. 
Firſt Obſerve, Chriſt who was always 


! ſpiritually preſent with thoſe: whom he 
! ſentro preach the Goſpel, gave them 
| many things in Charge toreach the Peo- 


! ple to obſerbe ; thoſe who believed, re- 


ceivedand obeyed the Goſpel preach'd 
by the Apoſtles, did obep the Commands 


and Doctrines of Chriſt given by , or 


K 3 through 


. 


oh . [134 ] | 
through the. Apoſtles , who were his 
Embaſſadors , thoſe who did continue 
Redfaſt unto the end, were (by degrees) 
Taught and inabled by the powerful 
Spirit and Light of Chriſt in the Apoſtles 
and in their ownhearts, ro obſerve & do 
all things that Chriſt commanded them, 
2. Obſerve,Chriſt in and by theApoftles 


- did command and teach thoſe 'who be- 


lieved andreceived the Goſpel, and walk- 
ed in the Light of it, and thoſe who did 
believeand obey rhoſe Commands and 
Dotrines , ' were not (therein) ſubject 
or obedient to the Traditions, Dofariues, 
or Commandments of men ( who were 
withour the Spiritual Preſence and Aw 
thority ot Chriit,) But they were obedi- 
ent unto the Commandements and Do+ 
Erinesof Chriſt, delivered in and by the 
Fairhful Apollles,thoſe holy Men of God. 
<3.” Obſerve, Pere is Der and Kule 
in the Work of God, they that arc No- 
vices or young Schoſars .in the Faith and 


Dodgtrine of Chriſtianity, are L-arners , | 


orhers Elders 'or Teachers; theſe are ro 
beMaught and warch'd over, by thoſe 
to whom God hath given. an overſight of 
them in his power and wiſdom for tte 


Salvation, Preſervation, and everlaſting 


good cf their Souls; theſe Stewards of 
" | | God, 
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God, who fabour for , and watch over 
Souls for the good end aforeſaid God,re- 
quires them) to be faithful in this great 
Charge which he hath laid upon themgfor 
they muſt give an account to him of their 
ſtewardſhip, and bleſſed are all thoſe who 
have believed the Goſpel, who obey and 
walk in the Light of the ſame, receiving 
and obeying the Commands, Dottrines, 
and Precepts of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,gi- 
ven unto them by his Light and Spiric 
in his Stewards and Embaſſadors , which 
they ſee and receive in the ſame Lighr & 
Spirit of Chriſt in their own Hearts and 
Souls. An account wilt be given of them 
with joy , unto Chriſt the chief Shepherd 
and great Overſeer of Souls. / 

4. Obſerve, They who after they have 
beheved in the Spirit and Lighr of God, 


and Chriſt withih , and have partakenof 


the vertue and power thereof, fallaway 
when Temptations aud Tryals come-up- 
on them for Chriſt and the Goſpel s ſake; 
theſe become like the flony ground, 
which Chriſt ſpeaks of in the Parables of 
the Kingdom, that young, and tender 
Blade, which appeared, in them being 
withered; an account cannot be given 
of theſe with joy , bur with ſorrow, 
though they who have laboured faith- 


KR 4 fully 
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fully with them for their good are clear 
vf their Fall and Mitery. 

5. Obſerve, Thoſe who have come to 
a farther growth and knowledg of the 
Truth than thoſe laſt mentioned , who 
have come not only to know the 
Truth, bur alſo further to obey it and 
ſuffer forit, yer they after they have thus 


done and ſuffered, have fallen away | 


from their firſt love and obedience to the 
Croſs of Chriſt, by rejeRing and ſlight- 
ing the Counſel of God by his Light and 
Spirit in their own hearts, and in the 
hearts 2nd mouths of his Servants; and 
theſe having caſt off the Yoke of Chzift, 
are become as Sons. of Belial without 


ceitfulneſs of the Riches , Luſts, and 
Glory of ir, ſuch has made il! uſe of rhe 
grace Or fayour of Gad given unto them, 
ſuch in their works ( whatever their 


Words be) deny the only true God and? 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ſuch are the de- | 
ſpiſers of the Government of Chriſt in his 
Church, who though they retain yet | 


fomething of the Chriſtian form of God- 


lineſs, 'yet are our of the life and power 
thereof,andEnemies to it,as bp theirEvil 
WMozks and Wozds do and will appear. 

he 
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The Stewards and Embaſſadors of Chriſt 
cannot give a Joyous account of theſe, 
though having faithfully laboured with 
them for their preſervation and well be- 
ing, are therefore cleer of their blood , 
or of being in any wiſe guilty of their Fall 


and Ruin, 


Obſerve further what the Apoſtle ſaith 


3 concerning Rule and Government in 


the Churchof Chriſt, he writing to the 
believing Hibrews, writes thus, Remen- | 
ber them which have the Rule over you, who 
bath (poken unto you the Word of God, whoſe 
Faith follow, conſidering the end of their 
Converſation, obey them that bath the Rule 
ever you , and ſubmit your ſelves, for they 


| watch for your ſouls , 4s they that muſt grue 


an Account , that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief , for that is unprofitable 
for you: Salute all them that havethe 
Rule over you, and all the Saints ; they of 
Italy [alxte you, Grace he with you all Amen. 
Heb. x3. 7, 17, 24, 25- 

Obſerve, Though the many ſorts of 
falſe Teachers have and do falſly pretend 
to watch forthe Soul; who watchonly 
for their own corrupt earthly Ends, as by 
their Fruits have and doth appear; yet 
God did of old and now doth ſend faith- 
ful Labourers into his Vineyard , _ 

ave 


I 
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have and do labour and watch for the 
Salvation of the Souls of the Sons and 
Daughters of Men, glory be given to 
him for the ſame : Theſe faithful Watch- 
ers are known by their Fruits, they covet 
no Mans Gold, Silyer, or Apparel; they 
donot watch for Earthly gain; they do 
not take the overhght of the Flock for 
flthy Lucre, but of aready mind; they 
are not Lords over Gods Heritage,, but 


good Examples to the Flock ; they are. | 


not Lords over the Faith of the People of 
God. Bur they are Fellow- helpers of their 
Joy, Peace, Comſort, and Eitabliſhment 
in the way of Righteouſneſs. They 
Preach and give freely , according to 
Chriſts Command , they walk in Love to 
Friends and Enemies, witneſſing againſt 
that which is Evil , in all, withour Farti- 
ality and withour Hypocriſie, and the 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs is ſown by them 
in peace; they have peace with God, and 
live in Love and Peace one with another, 
They have learned of Chriſt Jeſus, true 
Humility, true Lowlineſs of Mind and 
Hearr, in which they Preach in their good 
Example 4s well as Dodtrine., to the 
honour of God and the good of his Pev- 


ple; they labour in theWord and Do-' 


Etrine of the Goſpel, and in a good 
Con- 
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Cohverfation ( in Chriſt) that he may 
be Exalted inall, both Male and Fe- 
male, to Rule in all, whoſe Rightitis,' 


Theſe do not ſeek their own glory , or 
exalt themſelves ; but in humility they 
glorifie God with their Souls and Bo-- 
dics, which are his , and faithfully and 
unweariedly ſerve God and his Peoplein 
patience , poſſeſſing their Souls in all 


| their Tryals and Afictions. Again Pasl 


writ. to Timothy, ſaying , An Over- 


ſeer or Biſhop in the Church of God , 


muſt not be an Novice (thatis a young 
Scholar , one lately -begotren to the 
Faith of Chriſt, or one that is Raw and 
unskilful in the word - of Righteouſneſs) 
leſt being lifted up with pride , he falls into 
the Condemnation of the Devil ; ſee x Tim. 
3. 6. Againhewrir to him , viz. Let 
the Elders that Rule well, be counted worthy 
of double honour, eſpecially they who labour 
inthe Word and D.ttrine, Chap. 5. v.17. 
Again, he writ tothe believing Komans, 
thus: viz, For [ ſay through the Gracegives 
unto me , to every man that 15among you , 
not to think of þimſelfmoze bigbly than 
be ought to think , but to think ſoberlp, 
Accord: God bath dehit to ev:ry man 
the wedjgiv of Faith ; for as we have many 
Aembers in one Body , and all Members 

; have 
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have wot the ſame Office, fo we bes 
are one Body in A + every a Foc 
bers one of another ; having then Gifts Difs 
fering, according to the Grace that 1 given 
ro, whethey Propheſie , let us Propbeſe 
according to the proportion of Faith , or 
' Winifirp {ct ws wat on our Afniftrying , 
or he that Teacheth on Teaching, or he that 
Exrhozteth o» Exbortation ; he that giveth 
tet hm douewith Simplicitp , be that Kite 
- Ieth with diligence, he that ſheweth Mer- 
cp with cbeerfulneſs ; let Love be without 
Diſſimulation , abþoz that which & evil , 
cleavP ro that which as good, be kindly af- 
fettionated one to another , with Pzotheily 
love in Honowr, preferring one another,&c, 
Rom. 13.3. tO 11. 

My Friends ,. all you that Profeſs to be 
Members of the Church of Chriſt, and 
taught by his Spirit and Lightwithin you; 
by what is here written (given forth by 
the Apoſtle as he was moved by the Ho- 

Jy Ghoſt) you may underſtand that there 
isa Rule and Government in the Church 
of God , in his Power , Wiſdom and 
Strength, for his Glory, who is theHead of 
it: And you may alſo underſtand hereby, 
that Chriſt the Head , hath given Gifts 
differing by the ſame Spirit , for the Pre- 
ſervation, Edification, and well Order- 


ing 
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ing and Governing his Church , and 
every one is toattend on his Gift in the 
Church , and to improve the ſame, 
which being done , is to the Increaſe 
of the Body , for the Ediftication of it in 
Love : Moreover by what 1s before writ- 
ten , you may underſtand that the A- 
poſtle through the Grace of God given 
to him, did warn every Man amongſtthe 
believing Romans , not to think of him- 
ſelf more highly than he oughc to think 
but to think ſoberly according as God 
had dealt to every man the meaſure of 
Faith, | 

Obſerve, Ifevery one which profeſs 
the Light and Spirit of Chriſt within to 
be their Guide and Teacher, did obey 


! and walk in it, it would teach them all 


not to think too highly of themſelves, or 
of their States and Conditions in the 
Truth (which ſome do) and if ſuch of the 
aforeſaid Profeſſors were ſo Taught, then 


would they not think nor ſpeak ſo highly 


of themſelves or of their Sights, Know- 


7 ledg, and Growth in the Truth as they 
7 do (far beyond -what they really are } 
! then would they not be ſo. puffed up, 


felf-conceited and unruly as they are ; 
then would they live quietly , peaceably, 


and harmleſly among the People of God 
to 
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tohis Glory , and the- Comfort of his 
People, and their own peace and reſt, 
which ſome do not, but are contenti- 

. ous, unruly and diforderly, felf conceit- | » 
ed, fretful, and clamorous with Tongues & ” 
and Pens. * Oh that they could ſeek and & # 
find a place of unfeigned Repentance, || 1 
it would much rejoyce my Soul to ſee * 
It, 


——_— . 
——_—__ 


,* Concerningthe Living Faith, with! 
ts fruits and works. | 


(*7 Oncerning Faith , the Apoſtle thus! 
writ (viz.) Now the Juſt ſhall live by 
Faith; but if. any Man draw back, my Soul 
ſhall have no pleaſure in him((aith the Lord 
God) but we are not of them who draw 
back wnto perdition , but of them that be- 
lieve to the ſavins of the Soul. — By Faith 

- the Elders obtained a good report. —Throwgh'| 

Faith we underſtand the World was framed 
by the Word of God — By Faith Abel of- 
fered unto God a mire excellent Sacrifice 
than Cain. — By Faith Enoch was Tran- 
ſlated , that he ſhould not ſee death; — but 

without Faith it i «mp ſſivle to pleaſe God, 

or 
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for he that cometh to God, muſt believe that 
he is , and that he is a Rewarder of all them 
that diligently ſeek him.” By Faith Noah 
was warned of Goa of things not ſeem ac yer, 
moved with fear prepared an Ark, —- By 
Faith Abraham when be was tried offered up 
Iſaac, — By Faith. Moſes when he was 
conse 10 years, Yeſuſed to be called the Son 


4 of Pharaohs Davghter , chuſing rather to 


ſuſfer Afflition with the People of God , 


than to enjoy the pleaſure of [in for a ſeaſon , 
3 eſteeming the Reproaches of Chriſt greater 
" Riches than the Treaſures in Egypt , for he 
had rejpeft unto the Recompence of | Reward, 
3 by Faith he kept the Paſſover, &c. 


1 may ſay with this faithful Author , 


I What ſeall [ more ſay ? forthe time would 


fail me 10 tell of Gideon, and of Baruck,and 
of Sampſon, of Jephtha, and of David alſo, 
and of Samuel, and of the Prophets, &c, 
ſee Heb. 10.38, 39. Read the x1 Chap- 
ter through : Habbakksk 2. 4. Rom. 1. 
17. | 
 hgnin » the Apoſtle Peter writ to the 


2 Saints concerning Faith, vz. Who are 
4 kept by the power of God through Faith wnte 


Salvation, ſee 1 Pet. x. 5. Again, the Au- 


? thor tothe Hebrews faith, Ler ws hoid faſt 


the Profeſſion of our Faith, without wave- 
ring, Heb, 10.23, Now the Apoſtle James 
| who 


F 


& ”- 2 
tohis Glory , and the- Comfort of his 
People, and their own peace and reſt , 
which ſome do not , but are contenti- 
ous, unruly and diforderly, ſelf conceit- 
ed, fretful, and clamorous with Tongues 
and Pens. * Oh that they could ſeek and 
find a place of unfeigned - -oboreahmany 


It, 
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Concerning the Living Faith, with , 


its fruits and works. 


(\; Oncerning Faith , the Apoſtle thus 


writ (viz.) Now the Juſt ſhall live by 


Faith; but if. any Man draw back,, my Soul: 


ſhall have no pleaſure in him((aith the Lord 
God) but we are not of them who draw 
back unto prrdition , but of them that be- 


lieve to the ſavins of the Soul. —= By Faith! 
the Elders obtained a good report. —Throwgh 
Faith we underſtand the IWorld was framed” 


by the Word of God by Faith Abel of- 


fered unto God a me excillent Sacrifice | 
than Cain. — By Faith Enoch was Tran- 
ſlated , that he ſhould not ſee death; — but | 
without Faith it i »mpſſivle to pleaſe God, | 

or * 


it would much rejoyce my $oul to ſee Þ 
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for he that cometh to God , muſt believe that 


he is , and that he is a Rewarder of all thems 
that diligently ſeek hin.” By Faith Noah 
was warned of Gea of things not ſeen as yet, 
moved with fear prepared an Ark, —- By 
Faith Abraham when be was tried offered up 
Iſaac, — By Faith. Moſes when he was 


| conse 10 years, Yeſuſed to be called the Son 


of Pharaohs Dawghter , chuſing rather, to 
ſuſfer Afflition with the People of God , 


3 thanto enjoy the pleaſure of [in for a ſeaſon , 


2 eſteeming the Reproaches of Chriſt greater 


7 Riches than the Treaſures in Egypt , for he 


7 had rejpeft unto the Recompence of Reward, 
1 by Faith he kept the Paſſover, &c. 


I may fay with this faithful Author , 


7 What foall I more ſay ? forthe time would 
2 fail me 10 tell of Gideon, and of Baruck,and 
2 of Sampſon, of Jephtha, and of David alſo, 


and of Samuel, and of the Prophets, &c,. 
ſee Heb. 10.38, 39. Read the x1 Chap- 
ter through : Habbakkuk 2. 4. Rom. 1. 


% 27. 


Again , the Apoſtle Peter writ to the 
Saints concerning Faith, vz. Who are 
kept by the power of God through Faith unts 


4 Salvation, ſee 1 Pet, x. 5. Again, the Au- 
7 thor tothe Hebrews faith, Ler ws hoid faſt 


the Profeſſion of our Faith, without wave- 


q ring, Heb, 10.23, Now the Apoſtle fames 


who 
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who writ of this Faith , writ alſo of 
the works and fruits of it (which the reſt 
alſo did ) hear what he ſaith in this mat- 
ter, viz, What doth it pr fit, my Brethren, 
though a Man ſay he of Faith? can Faith 
ſave him? If 4 Ar or Sifter be naked 
and deſtitute of dayly Food , and one of you 
ſay wnto them, Depart in prace, be you 
warmed and lled ; que anding ye _ 
them not t e things which are neeaful tothe 
Body; what doth it profit ? Even ſo Faith, 
if it hath not works 3s -- being alone, yea 
4 man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith , and 1 
bave works , ew me thy Faith wwuhont t 
works, and I wilt ſhew thee my oy 
my works. Thos believeſt theyre 53 one God, 
GC. — But wilt thou know, 0h vain man, 
that Faith without works ts dead. Was not 
Abraham owr Father juſtified by Works. —— 
ſeeft thaw how Faith wrong ht with his Works 
and by works was Faith wade perfet#, and 
the Scripture was fulfilled which ſaith Abra- 
ham believed God, and was imputed to hins 
for Righteouſneſs, and he WAS oro the friend 
of God ; ye ſeethen how that by works 4 
Mn ts juſtified and not by Fanh only —& 
for as the Bodp without the Spirit 55 Dead , 
fo Faich without Works ig bead alſo , 
James 2. x4. totheend. } 
Again the Apoſtle |Zohy writ to the hy 
Children 
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Children of Light coricerning this Faith 
viz, For whatſocver i born of God, ovey<: 

cometh the World , and'this is the Vittor 
that overcometh the World , even our Fark, 
x John 5.4.” Again Peer Exhorts thoſe. 
who'wers tome to ſottedegree' of this 
Faith , faying;' Ghut all diligevite 5 ddl to 
our Faith Virtne ,' and to Verrne \K now- 
ledg, and to Knowledg Temperance , and th 
7 ance Patience, | and to Patience 
Godlineſs, and to Gedlineſs Brotherly Kird- 
neſ1, and ro Brotherly Kintineſs, Charity; for 

if theſe res wed ons bound ,' th. 
make you that you ſhall'nether be barre 
vor #nfruitful in the Knowltidg of our Livd 
Jeſus Chrift z" but he "that" lacketh thiſe 
bings, « blind, &c. Wherefore the rather, 
Brethren,give'diligencero make pourCal- 
ing and Slectjon ſtire; for 5f you do theſe 
ings, yo ſoall never fall, 2 Per.r. 4, 17; 
"D Again, the Apoſtle Pax/ writing to the 

2- btleying Theſſalonians, faid'unto them, 
e ate bound to thank God always for you, 
prethres,ac itis mect becauſe that your Faith 
veth:excerdingly, andthe Charity of e- 
very ont of you all towards each other abound- 
6, 2 Theſl. 1:3. 
Again\, ' Pawl writ to the Galatians, 
iz. Knowing that a Manis net juſtified by 
he by workPof Che Law , but by the Faith of - 
_ L Jeſus 


of which J 
ve. in the fleÞ Alive by the Faith of 
Þon.of God, &c, Gab. 2. 26, x7, a8, —- 


840, 
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wit, Sin, whodeftroys the old man with 
his deeds, which'are corrupt,, and which 
renews and reſtores man again into the 
likneſs of image of God who created 
him. All 'who come to drink -into the 
one Spirit, and be Baptized by itinto the 
one Bodp , come thereby ro bemade of 
one Peart and Soul , and to Worſhip and 
Serve God with one conſent; theſe have 
not Faith withourWorks, which is dead ; 
but they have the living Faith which God 
hath wrought in them , which by the A- 
poſtle is called rhe Faith of rheOpera- 
tionor Work of God , and With this It: 
bing Faith they have cheliving Wozks 
and Fruits, which Faich 'af@ Works, 
p20be them ta' be the genefotion and 
living ofſpzing of Sod. | 
Further obſerve, How ſweetly all the be- 
fore-mentioned Apoſtles in theit ſayings, 
are in Parmonyp and gznity, concerning 
this living Faith and irs living Works or 
Fruirs, 
Again obſerye, Where many Bzofeſ- 
ſo:s of Faith and Chziſtianity have ben 
groſip miſtaken concerning - Faith and 


Works, The Apoſtle Paulin ſome of his * 


Epiſtles , writing much againſt the up- 
holding of the babdwp wozks of che 


Law, "after Chriſt had ended them by bis 
one 
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| oneoffering, many Profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity of latter times have been willing 
to excinde all wozks , as with reſpect 
to Salvation or Acceptance with God, 
under the Goſpel diſpenſation ; though 
the holy Apoſtle Exhorted the Believers 
in Chriſt, to work out their Salvation 
with fear and trembling , ſaying , It is 
God that worketh in you ro will and to 
do of his own good pleaſure.. Now the 
Words which I have here brought our 
of Pau; Epiſtles, withmuch more of the 
like nature that may be found in them 
(which for brevity I here omit) doth and 
will plainly ſhew that he did never intend 
in his writing againſt the ſhadowy works 
ofthe Law, toexclude, denp, oz make 
boid the ſubſtantial, good and living 
Works of God in Chrift , in his People, 
under the Goſpel diſpenſation ; ſo that 
he was of the ſame mind concerning 
Faith and Works with James , Peter and 
7obn; ſo here are four faithful and ho- 
nourable Witneſſes linked together , in 
Teſtimony to the living Faith which 
God works in his People , and the li- 
ving Works and Fruits which accompa- 
ny it, Glory to the Lord God for the 
ſame : and thoſe Four faichful Witnefles 
to the livirg Faith, its Fruits and Works 

L 3 | as 
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as aforeſaid\, ate alſo faithful Witriefſes 
aygaitift the dead Faith and dead Works of 
rhe Profeſſors of cnn i our Age, 
who notwithſtanding their kigh Notions 
and talk of Faith, Eletian , Redempti- 
on , aerand &c, ate yet deadin their 


Treſpaſſes and in theit Sins. The Apo- 
file 7ohy writ” to the Stints , ſaying, 
This 1s the Viftory quer the World, even your 
Fajth. And Chrift faich,, Jf pou babe 
Faith as a grain of Muſtard Sed, sf 
Jon ſhall ſay unto this Monntain be thoy re- 
moved , and to this Hill be thox caſt into 
the Sea, thy ſhall obty you. But they 
chatare yet (dead ) in their Treſpaſſes 
and Sins , pleading they muſt continue 
fhereif” all cheir days upon Earth. 
Their grad Faith hath not given them 
Uictozy over the Wozld, neither can it ; 
for as they are taught by the Serpent to 
believe, that they muſt live in fin all cheir 
days, according to this ungodly belief, 
they ſubmit themſelves ro him , and he 


lcads them into fin , and they multiply: 


their ſindaily, as they fay; and ſuch are 
not in the ſtrait gnd narrow way they 
ralk of, but in the broad way, that leads 
to deſtruction. Oh ! that they would 
rurn in their minds to the Light of 
CEriſt Jeſus, and believe in it , and di- 
ligently 


* Godfrom 
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of . Repentance ; 
Hl rl and ſo return ta 
a and their Sins $ which 
white they abide in ſubjeCtion ro, holds 
them in a Separation from God, from 
peace and reſt with him, and fromUnity 
i Ye choſen z. whatſaever they door 
ine or ſay to the contrary , 


ligently ſeek A 
that they 


che? will nd this true at laſt. 
in, theſe ig their Faith and 
works of Sin have not known Goas won- 


 drous | and miraculous works yes 


wrought in them, to throw down the 
Hills and Mountains of. Sin and Wicked- 
neſs , which the Devil, who abode not in 
the Truth , in whom there 1s no Truth, 

harh raiſed up in them, = hea Pride, 
ſelf-Exalcation , Vain, fleſhly, carthly 
Glory, &c, foras the apolie ſaich, AU 
that's inthe World, the 1 of the fleſh, 
and the luft of the epes, the pzide of 
life, is not of dy hy but us of this 
World, and this World paſſeth away , and 
the Luſts theyeaf ; but he that deth the W.4l 


| of God abideth or ever z except 4 mas be 


egenorate and barn again , be cannot ſeg the 
® ing gdom of God L and the blind whodotþ 
er (& it , is never like to inberit 


Now all pou bps do not only profeſs 
L 4 Chriſt 
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Chriſt as the before-mentionedProfeſſors 
do, bnt alſo profeſs his Spirit and Light 
within to be your Teacher ( which thep 
do not) who profeſs according to ohy 
Baptiſts Teſtimony , and the Teſtimony 
of Danet the Prophet , that Chriſt the 
Lambof God, is the ſent One of the Fa- 
ther , and is come to take away the fins 
. 'of the World, toput an end to ſin, to 

finiſh ew ret to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs; all be retired in the ſpirit ( 
8 
| 


of pour Pinds, 'to the Divine Light of 
Chrilt Jeſus, -wherewith you are lighted, 
and therein wait to receive and kep a | 
\ right ſenſe of your Conditions ,, ſee how 
you have taken up your Croſs, and how 
you bear ir, and what the fruits and ef- 
fetts of your bearing ofit are; fee thar 
the hills and mountains of fin be over- 
turned in pou, and the rough places made 
ſmooth in pou, and the Valley exalted 
in you; forwho have not known theſe 
wonderful works of God , wfought in * 
| chem , they are yet ſhozr of the poſſeſ- | 
fion o2 ſitting down in the Jnberitance 
ofthe Kingdom of Godand of bis Chzift, \ 
Which confiſts o2 ftands in Righteouſneſs, 
Peace and Jop in the Holy Ghoſt ; tor 
through the Righteous and Fiery Judg-» 
ments of. God inwardly muſt finful Pan 


COme , 


EY ——_—— 
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come, before he can draw neer to God, 
ſee his Kingdom , or have a place init; 
| this fiery  Baptifm rhey muſt come 


through wherewith Chriſt Jeſus the 
power and wiſdom of God Baptizeth 
' Bll who believe in him, and in his Di- 
vine Light patiently and conſtantly wair 

| to be made new Creatures by him. Ir is 
true what the Apoſtle hath writ , If 
any @Pan be in Chaiſt, he is a new- 

Creature , old things are done away, and 

all things are bccome new., and all 

things are of God ; for as he allo -/-7 
| ſaith, Thep that are Chziſts, have Cru: 
/ cified the fleſh with the Aﬀections and 
| Luſts. 

Again obſerve, That ifany perſon pro- 
feſſing robe led and guided by the Di- 
vine Light of Chriſt within, and thar he 
or ſhe believes the before-mentioned Te- 
ſtimonies concerning Chriſt, viz. Thar 
he is come to put an end to fin, and 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs , to 
: enable his _—y to perfect Holineſs in 
* his Fear, according to what God hath 
'\ promiſed, and his Servants have writ and 

ſpoken, ifſuch perſon oz perſons ſo pro- 
feſſing, continue in a looſe and finful 
Converſation , whether they be called 
Duakers , or by what other name ſo- 


ever, 
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ever, their Sin is not 1eſs but much moze 
iebotts to Almighty God , than the 
ins of the before-menmtioned, who have 
not yet come to be opened ſp far as to 
underftand what the Light of Chriſt with- 
inis : Therefore do not make profeſſion to 
be taught and guided by it : but thoſe 
looſe and ſinful Profeſſors of the Light of 
Chriſt within , if tþep Þid ever really 
come to the Light they make profeſſion 
of, and in any meaſure obey it, then 
were their hearts opened thereby to un- 
derftand and know fin , and the diſplea- 
ſure of God againſt it mpze than the be- 
fore- mentioned ; and ſo theJudgment of 
God will fall more heavy on them (if 
.they repent not, and come nat to walk 
orderly , as becomes the Goſpel) than 
upon others who have not known 
ſo much as they have known, and 
therefore are not guilty of the ſin of Re- 
bellion , ſo much as they are, for Rebel- 
liow is as the ſin of Witcheraft ; as 'tis writ- 
ten: And h: that knows bis Maſters will, and 
doth it not , he ſhall be braten with many 

ſtripes, as*cis alſo written. 

Again obſerve, ſuch looſe Profeſſors 
of the Light of Chriſt within, may boaſt 
end talk of cheir Faith in God, and Chrift, 
and the Divine Light within , of li- 

ving 
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| ing without Sin, of Perfeftion, or of 
zerfeting Holineſs in Gods Fear, yet 
being out of the Light and Life of Chriſt 
in Death and Darkneſs, and the Works 
and Fruits thereof, Jt is but Death and 
Parkneſs in them, wbich talksof Light, 
; and Life, and Faith, ÞPolineſs, Perfect: 
/ on, &c. Their talk of theſe good things © 
' with their Mouths, is an Abomination 
; to God Almighty, while their hearts are 
| far away from him , while they are nor 
' © in the Love and Obedience to God and 
| + Chriſt, and his Divine Light they make 
; profeſſion of ; ſuch profeſſion withour 
+ SubjeRion and Obedience , God doth 
' rejet,, it is loathſometo him , neicher 
! can histender people whom he hath ſan- 


£ 
- 


ified by his Spirit of Judgment and 


wo. ON. 2... + © AX # Tt} 


Burning, have unity with theſe dead 
* talkers,noz their dead wozds and wozks 
' foz Light hath no communion with 
Darkneſs,though Darkneſs talk of Light. 


| 
| Something concerning Self 
Separation. 


UDE the Servant of Chriſt writ con- 
cerning the Self-Separated ones , 
thus, viz. chey are the Raging Wavesof the 
Sea, foaming ont their own ſhame, to whom 
is 
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& reſerved the miſt of Darkneſs for ever, and | 
Enoch alſo the ſeventh from Adams , pro- | 
phefied of thoſe, ſaying, Behold the Lord 
cameth in Ten thouſands of his Saints ( mark 
ſo it is rendred fromthe Greck,andis ſoin 
ſome EngliſhTranſlations) to execute Zudg- 
mens wponall, and te convince all that art 
' wngodly among ft them , of all their angadh |: 
deeds which they have wngedlily committed, | 
and of all their hard ſpeech:s, which un- © 
godlily they have ſpoken againſt him , &c. 
theſe: bs they who ſepargte themſelves, Cenſu: | 
al , having not the Spirit. But ye, 
Below 'd, building up your ſelves in your moſt 
holy Faith, pzaying in the Bolp Gboſt, 
kep pour ſelves in the Love of God, 
looking for the Mercy of owr Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt unto Eternal Life, and of ſome have 
compaſſion, making &s difference, and ' 
ethers [ave withfear , hating even the Gar= 
ment ſpotted by the Fleſh, New unto. him | 
that vr able to kerp you from falling , before | 
the preſence of h1s Glory, with exceeding joy, 
eo the only wiſe God our Saviour , be Glory | 
and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, now and | 
ever, Amen. Jude 13 and 19 totheend, 1 
ſee alſor Tim.4.1.2 Tim. 3.1. 2Pet 1.2. | 
Oh my dear Frierds , ſeriouſly conft- 
der that as in the Primitive Goſpel days, | 
there were ſuch Self-ſeparated ones, 
| makers 


"I. 
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ang | makers of Sefts or Parties, which cauſed 
ro- | great grief and deep Exerciſe to the 
ord [1 Faichful in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſome ſuch like 
ark }| have been in our Age, and ſome ſuch 
Yin | like yet are, who having been, con- 
.- © vinced of the Truth, have come amongſt 
are || us under the Chriſtian Profeſſion of the 
dl } Spirit and Light of Chriſt within , who 
«4, || foz ſome time did in ſome meaſure follow 
n. | and obep the Teachings of it, bur have 
rc, | lince turned fromit, yet keepin a Pro- 
u: © feſſhon of it ; theſe are they who ſepa- 
c, \ rate themſelves without it, in oppoſiti- 
+ || on to it, and the Childzen'of it, bletled be 
t, | God that their number is burſmall; bur a- 
' Tas !theyare too many, forwe havereceived 
{ the mind of God, and Chriſt (and his A- 


1 
e |: poftles) wnoſe will was, and is, <hat all 
bh 3 Men might know the Truth , and not 


only know, but obey it, that ſathey 
* might be ſaved; but alas ! a few reſt- 
| leſs ſpirited Inſtruments of Saran , who 
; under the pretence of the Spirit and 
; Light of Chriſt, make War againſt the 
' Godof Peace, againft Chriſt the Prince 
1 of Peace, and againſt the SubjeCts of his 
+ Peaceable Kingdom , theſe are in danger 
- to deceive others , and bring them to be 
reftieſs like themſelves 3 the Lord in 


Mercy ſtop theſe evil Works and Workers. 
Oh 
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Oh that there might be a place of Repen- 
rance yet found by them ! Oh __ th 
could yet fee from whence they aro 
'fen, and Repent, and come mto that! 
ſimplicity and loving and peaccatle' 
frame of mind , into which the Truth 
had once in ſome meaſure drawn them! 
Oh ! this would be matter of great joy tof 
thoſe whom they in their darkneſs ag- 
count their Enemies z as ſome Floting 
dark Notionifts did the faichful hots | 
Pax! for his faithful and ſtedfaſt Teſti-| 
mony againſt their Laſeneſs, Confuſ' 
on and Diſozder. lc is my ſtedfaft be- 
lief in God, that he will not long ſuffer; 
this Evil Work to go onto the grief df 
his People , and the indangering the 
loſs of Souls, but he will plead wirh thel; 
Evil Workers , chefe Serpentine wiſe and 
ſelf conceited , he will top and drive 
them backward, and woe will beto them 
ifthey cannot find a place of Repentance, |: 
which will be hard for ſome of chem to} 
find ;they have fo highly magnifted thens |: 
ſelves againſt God, his Tabernacle , and | 
them that dwellin Heaven ; bur as fade, 
the Servant of Chriſe, well obſervedin his 
Epiſtle , that there was a difference to be | 
ut berwixt chem who were ſo gone out |; 
into diſorder , lovſneſs, oricotfuſion in 
hn 


_ 
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his time; ſome nodoubcof thoſe , were 
unwarily, through the Tubtilty of Sa- 
tans Agents, drawn from the ſimplici- 
fp, boneſt mindedneſs , andgood inten- 
tion , which .the Spirit of Truth had 
wrought in them , into ungodlp Jea- 
loufies and a w2ong liberty from cheir 
obedience to the Croſs of Chaift. 7«4e 
ſaw there was a Compaſſion to ſuch, and 
eherefore wiſely in the Wiſdom of God 
putthe Churches in mind of it, and we 
are ſcaſible ſuch there hath been in our 
day, who hath been betrayed and pre- 
vaited upon by Satan and his Agents, as 
aforcſaid x theſe have been ſought inthe 
Loveof God-and Bowels of Jcſus Chrift, 
their Adyocate with the Father, travel- 
ling for them in his Faichful ones, who 
hath kept their Habitation in God , and 
we have een the travels and deſires of 
our Souls anſwered , in their returning 
vito Unity with God and his People, 
through their unfcigned Repentanceand 
Condemnation uponche Spiric of Dark- 
neſs ( which led them from God ) and 
upon the evil Words and Works it ted 
them into;and we believe that there are 
divers that yet remain in the ſameSnare, 
for whoſe return to God we travelin Spir 
it , and Hope that ve ſhall 1ce _ 
k 
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the Travel of our Souls in the Love and 
Power of God , for theirgood , and ſhall 
have cauſe to rejoyce and praiſe God for 
the (ame. j 
Wherefore,oh my dear and well beloved 
Friends, whoare exerciſed by theſe ſorts 
of Evil Agents, and their EviſWorks, un- 
der a ſpacious profeſſion ofthe Light , 
Grace,and Spirit of Chriſt, and theTeach- 
ings of it, All keep in thelove of God, and 


inthe patience of Jeſus Chzift : /et Pari- | 


ence have its perfett work in thoſe your Dep 
Aribulations and ſo2z20wful Exerciſes : 
fret not becauſe of evil Pen , noz pheir 
 ebilWozks,foz behold theJudg of Peaven 
and Carth, be ſ@s them and pou ; þe will 
not ſuffer pou to be trped by them above 
what he will give pou. Abilitp to travel 
tþzough without burt , and fear , with: 
out loſs oz diſadvantage to pour Eternal 
Cſlates, if pou diligently waitupon þim, 
and move,ſpeak,and act in þis Touncil, lt 
isrrue which was anciently written by an 
Experienced Man of God , Tribulation 
' worketh Patience , and Yarience Experi- 
ence, and Experience Hope, andthe living 
Hope is as an Anchor which is ſure and 
ſtedfaſt; ſo keep this libingPope , that 
none of pou may faint in'thjs oz anp other 
Exerciſe which pou unde;go foz Chaiſts 

| and 
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_ patence z tor that will lends 
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takneG appearyy thoſe who intend well 
iy.their ſpeakijg about Truths concerns 
myour Meetings/or tht weakly manage 
any ting of Truths' concerns," either in 
your Meetings'orat other times; ter them 
be'2enderly ſpoken ro in the "Order of 
Fruth, tir ſeaſonable times, that fuch may 

s. 4s} _e : 


| 


Sr 17 HWA, 


2A WAS" WRC 


SRBaT Do. ca HAS Brood ds MoIdNG Les & He > | 


AAR @ Od GC. TO _—_— "= — O—_— —- 


_ ene "47 ore and mor 


bang ft you 


ſence | ene " 
w tich. God » (A 


«| j 


Sprp3 $5 444 ey 
EE = and wh EE 
[. 


God 
ſpeak 


, ow wr brakes 


you, tothe Glory of C 


Aa 
3 
ag 


- 


Ming] 


jiO 
"fr 


jo 
Ito GAVS 
Ede | 


rth. div L5v9017Q 
thais, Gad vIghe 


with an overthrow, hraking them an En- 


2 wickeo; _ Pet. 2. Ti 
gain,\! Fade Wakerhns) BH Sodom! and 
Gomorra, andthe Cities about them in Qi 


t0 Form 


:Ltvers who 
lived ai dice incheir' fits" Noah'was a 
Preacherdf rightcouſne{amioneſt the \ 
gpilly: Old|Wortd; bur they he 
not: tO! .Gort's Voice in 
and Preachers: = 
daicsof Noah 


w_ in Pin God 


polite harh- writ) 
_ pre pure his! 
mcreth, tilthe 
:; Toe was fir 


 _ 
wad LUI 4 > Qt Ke 


\ .of Lo 


SD 
andtherr 


P3 »W 
en ine rein Cyery,Ong chal 
. avcia.nt according: 

LE teGaod. 
| | endivibtworo che WEKPALHRLEaf v 
| Ob: !:chat they ;would/unte! To 


| | re EE CN ok, 


) YO wot d | Jok% I 
| Leomal d\'3 | he, Hlanens, 
em\4mherW ilderavls OR 
| aan chad: ci oh 1, 4s 
\ | ly en bd 01 wits 
area asint he provecat in the 
on nagar 4 $16 [4 


ere tu BaS 2 ven; 


Ub 


leff there tie in ny of you Z4'Evil 
hrymf I Jepapring te from ther 

God, bt [0Me" Hot 
pb teſt 


m_—_ wt 


peo frei 
Oe: a) meer erg Let bs 
# promiſe jor: Left us; 


eMerin PERS? s fouls 
For os fam! of i} Ha, foul 
en yas 
d l, { of. thetgrate of Ot 
deg yo my Fo 4 ies brat 
rHETSAED fe Mar > Loy mine 


bitterheſt"ſp ſpring up, ; rubleyon, a 
ereby many be defiled':14ef there be cy 


j or meter or prophane " pr I ach $rS=4 
by cor 


ho for eſe of Me of 

right.” For 

he'wohld Fave yy) rr ruaorhs ve/ſng we 

wei) Nie fam to Place of Es 

Ihe f ern rr de I ry 

were (ks —o_ 1 12D BITHIC: 51 -, 
"\Paw1writ 


cobli@ Gy ahonght 40 be jus! 
ionks 9: ot 


che: 13: viz... Look; 


ſtifredby the 


þ s Me 
in this pr 


Jeni © air tha L Cnc 
but wit ; gs 706 


© wo, 7k TIE 

niſo $777 271% : k- ye 

were fore of them , as it's written the 
A: J People 


hr ig 


EE, 


-=- 


by 


Ns 


UP, WP OL YR. 


u 4 wn ea + to. HA tc i is Wai. 1 ®, 


—— MK & dS mAla\@(@ _ ag mr fic M05 


— om_FF  m——_—_— a * 


F 


; ov 


2 wy 24 w— 
ofthe 


l (thr papa 


ow > do Fr ved 
[2 all you that, x 
a9. Nouri ot 5g Hg your 
cacher, conlider; 6. 
with the Light you make pr ih, 
look into your own Heartsand [ce w 
lodgeth there, and wharſocycr youtin 
contrary to God, » five itup tothe Judg x 
ments of God, that his Breath or Judge 
may conſume it, that you may not haye 
your portion with the fallen Angels, with 
Fs wicked Old World the i and 
poſtate Rebellious Jews, nor with the 
Retour R—_—_ of this Age, who 
hiv#ealrcady ſinned out theday - God's 
tender viſtation ro them, Live in _ the 
Holy fear of Almighty God 
may teach you and enable you ro flee 
A 4 from 


8. {AC g00d 
ln 


; 4H 


= Nor 
Lows hl LI 


=_ 


© 


BY: - RAP amine {1211265 
© nodttong 94. nov lv! 4d daw 


Op Ju bn: 11:2H nwo 48:7 OWL Hon! 
HOT 12orgrlw bas 33242 300] C 
Wh aid 03 (3 C 71 3t ww box » (3 / 18731109 W 


ada $4.20 2unm MN 


0 28411 ci or7r 109 YErr! 


41500 SOM. 17 


2 gn : £t 2113 (10 (10431009 1107 
q TO 29 VY þ C Hebrew 0 
24G; this» On 2/2, avoillee: A mittlg 7 


0. G36 U ul; 30 eiond 11107 9M 
0 to yeborl 10 bonrtt < 


11] JUL ,* _ 7 oO! 10017 hm 
' 240: BBD CHITNR To $53 GiOU 
0] GY ir ng oy 7 97 Y uit 


p 
. & 


© . 


[_ 
ol T_; :dqorT zidl ire roche nf 51 
(rt ion tem 
$1 5 5 hl DYE OO! 
ft IN [ , Oe ri hs If] win 7% | wy 
Concering Gui Is Judgrtent! 


Gods People Srven, "br Committed 
SgE them! of Fooker- by vs through 
: them q 0M Goc! Cue Fre 
xr-£arding. fa; big promiſe: ggainff 
3 #tiri Devil amd b780M onkrgy Sin anf 
: TFithedecft. 1/0" 3,105 83 Uley tit 
mM W 343 WW JI, Ef 99033" 203.23 


LPN cs | Me 


Ca -m EEE 


\ : Provhie 
* rextgJof cheTl dS tor thonſants 
q pf A S,cant's 0 fud ts that 4 rn rngod, 


Pam Ont ue on a 
Bi Knit! erore eh todl £0 
F 


rof all bir thr godly deeds 
e 1N godly; ITE £0 all thi 
Ther which un xly Firers have 
al agai, Fale ') 4 5 rv 
LL Obſerve, ns ®ne true Pr dphet, God 
hacki'i Int ome faftited, and 8adly tufil 
wes i 


e bo 


ling it others this his Propheſy ; The | 

Lord--is-come in-his _—_— H 
them, and through them whom he hath 

ſanftificd, in whom he dwells; judgeth | tf 

hy | mn 

Nan prateſion | 

incisand < 5 ) ooo G 

ry 

We CR Ny. Fo the | S|] 

1s F jog Nory ou. F 

COborotine now tet fear of the : 

be n F 

- f 

2 

Dy f c 

en © | 

TK 

11 

I 

Pp L | 

afrrigh we, We ; 4 

a lime, . "and the | 

tubble: and Saviour 9 ; 


' Mount i 


JÞib1a <1 


(3 
Wy 1 

(13-2, 
AY e)or of EE 
Li fd 7 LPR _ 


A APSR 


| LSE FEM 17- 
ay £0. "he Ligey ig 


RS, 
among aſl ut” 


knew” nat ant oy 
a aſter ya vn c- 


a a+ +. 2) wed Ad bd +. 4s. 


nk 
rhe | ok 


in, thot 


[ Fn : Mu. 7 het 


Te 


J Agar, was 


TT tw Ytw wk =_ws = .. wioia”tn 


1 bo.) | 
c onfprning ik; FP 4 Aithis 
wtf OY, in and. by 


= wo %, 5 EE 5 pos 


Ti; Apo ptfating ro the C Corin- 


.their d 


rien gli 
4 Re $M do ye EE ren 
[ug cit wr CR Yorld 7 


pate pr 5g 


of | "he ot in Nee 
imderfant thact 


ok Law was Fas 


nf hu which 


Cit] 
Il ce what Woe af 
ig YI (Ard ara. 
& 


| 8 
21 Ra IT 
phers. to . 


thou ſent 


| 110 Mil Tri | ri7 , | 

' (1 "bor ; Jil 

4 oncorning . TH Who and WY tl 
Fongments of God, in and. by 

Promgen under the Diſp:nſation 
| "ofthe Cope ,-_ - Aon | 


2 Yo ' 


Je Koſter wtiting to this © Cori 


V concerhſing their  differctices 
* Writes chus, (VE) (viz. 


yes Fins } 'a matter "aghinff 


, Fw Kr ne 
's 

1 

1- ze fg NE how 

2 7% Ai titi to'this Li 

F Git of thinks 


_ 


m ta Jet bo are 
Pre Wide: 


tft the » 


x Oy which is che let matters, but 
allo 1 pore de r the Gurch in God hath, 
Ro HARES 


ps _ 
the: Suihrs ha7-jucge ara ae. p 


array  kepr in the\$pigit fo 
-ncciyioh in themlelyes 3 ; hy W 


a ALL NM AE. . WW eSPaEvNDCOSET CCR ASMSTSTSW 


! Again, Chaprer 3:ver. 15s SrAdtix 
> writ thus in-the:Arumarive;, 7:(v2z.) Brit” 
4 0 hethat s ſpiritualjudgeth albthmgs, andi6 


; hnfelf-u judged of no-man. Again chaps 
K 


bh ;hem to e whore leaſt eſteemen 
& | oh taco peak Thu ho7 your? 
ery Bng rnb} 

it 


$OVCL TI, 12, 13. Bit now I baverwritten 

mn Joys 'not 70 keepiCompany; if any man' 

| called a Brother be.;a. Formicator "or 

| 8 4 Eevetpusy, br ap Adblater, a6 Reiler, io 

4.5 <Drunhgrd, or an Extornioner ; with furl 
it © 4#\ond,) nowot 10: Bad >(For whan have [to 

1; 8 do:to7 y ears thent aifathat eremichngpeets 


in«th words: he ——_— of 
chem thus. bas (ore), Do 


F _ that -are-: Liebe 0b per JUNG 

| ſortie: ataotg thele Cai Far 
ware Horover forward to. 
.. 7 God, but rather over'b bk 
+ his Query lmplic and- his. own words 
t 


; Jolow upon it, -viz..\ them: 
| Eran jt away” om moons 
"Now w.Y0Þ-that Rk the! Lalit of 


TIE: be your. Guide and 
EET at: err with: 


ES anos tay er 


yoatecf 


.the 


$310! 3373 1163: b- :t 94944! LU þ 118 id 
| the Apoſtles mind it tsimantc; pewor! 
ray 2 \Whatis your Judgement. Would: 
you bavye:{nch asthele wngke perians if 
chey repent ar and:thtn :trom cheir ovil 
way):ownedt6 be the Children of Gay! 
the Chaldret: of Lighey good: Chriſtians, 
Brethren in Ulniry with cc Chikken of 
God, yeai ar'nay Perl wayert, y\ pur 
2W2Y :fromy among» yout +. ſelves: 
Wicked perf:,: Ubidt (ay:vou ? And 
w-Judhines, would cxolude Righteobs 
udgment out-of.rhe Ghiurch of: Chriſty fl - 
be hear:whar chi Apoſtle ſaith, "chap. 
14. ver;ag,) Let. the: Prophets ſpeak. _ two 
or bytÞferyu and 11 the lan nudge; here: 
<e-dbews that! thers's kX Spidis of 


Rn wo AM as wc fa cx... o- 


wheeber) pvc) Geof God | 010 
every Syyrit ati Clhirth we to el die! 
oh a Rnn ane 33a» 
fe aqnyedand frets Hints wii. ſaid thing: 
were! 5: aud wer #6043" ard We Bud 


(1 :0he Pac 
wn 


the 


found #hy LLyars': Clirif 
warg Eyarfron the Lepwhiitho nd 


EEE 


"#4 Dyer ang. 
Written: thei|Eyar Se the Ra 


N Vat 


C17] 
the Lyatwho is of the Devil and fot the 
Lake, ſuch an one is no Apoſtle of 
Chriſt, nor Member of his Body, bur a 
Servant of Satan ; lo the Church that 


bad tryedtheſetalle Apoſtles, and found 


them Lyats, in the Spirit'of the Lord 
gave Judgment againſt them, chis Judg- 
ment is Juſt, and will ſtand upon ſuch, 
whatſoever may or can be ſaid to the 
contrary. 


—T 


Concerning the Mercy of God and of 
his People. 


TT 1s written thus, He that covereth his 
ſins (hallnot proſper, but who ſo confeſſeth 


19 and ferſaketh them , ſhall have Mercy; 
3 Happyis the man that feareth always, 8c. 


Prov. 28. 13, 14. 

Obſerve, if perſons,confels rheir fins, 
and do not repent and forlake them, 
Mercy is not promiſed- unto them , bur 
Judgment from God is juſtupon them. 

Chriſt ſaid, Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain, Mercy; and I will have 
Mercy and not Sacrifice, Mart. 9.13. 

e Apoſtle Pay/cxhorts the believing 
Romans, that in their hewing of MErey 
mncy 


C.18 ] 
oo doit With Cheerfulneſs, Rom: 


12. 8. 

The Apoſtle James writing of Mercy 
and Judgment, writesthi | He fhallhave 
Judgment without Mercy, that hath ſhewed 
no Mercy , and Mercy rejoyceth againſt 
Judgment, Jam. J. 13. 

The Prophet David giveth Teſtimony 
of Ged, ſaying, With the Merciful thou 
wilt ſhew thy ſelf Mercifal, Plal. 18. 25. 
2 Sam. 22. 26. 

And the Apoſtle John hath teſtified, 
That God i Merciful to forgive thoſe that 
believe the Goſpel and obey it , and to 
cteanſethem from all unrightegiſneſs. T he 
{ame Apoſtle fairh, He that Committs ſin 
u of the Devil. 

Obſcrvewhar the Apoſtle Pau/writesto 
the Church of Corinth concerning the 


nt and So2rowful perion, who 


{ufficient unto the ame man rhat he was 
rebuked of , ſo that now con- 
trary wiſe you ought rather to f02gtve him 
and comfort him, leaſt that ſame perſon 


ſhould be ſwallowed uþ of over much ſorrow or | 
heavineſs ; where > & I beſeech you, that | 
you would confirm your love towards bim. | 


For to thu end alſo did Twritethat 1 might 


know the proof of you, whether ye be obedi- | 


ent ih all things. To whom ye forgive any 


ad firyſed againſt the Lord, viz. Ir is # 


thing 
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thing, I forgive alſo : for if T forgave any 
thing, to whom 1 forgive it, for your ſakes 
forgave T it, in the (perſon) of Chrift. And 
again, But as of God' in = of” God - 
ſpeak we 'in Chrift, 2 Cor.2.6, FE S, 9,17: 
thus 1r's rendred in the Proteſtant Tran- 
lation of- the New Teftament ; fee Dr. 
Wilkam Fulk his Tranſlation and Ano- 
rations in oppoſition ro the Popiſh 
Tranſlation at Rhemes, and their Cor- 
rupt Glotles ' or Anotations. London 
Printed intheyear 1601. 
Reader, Diligently obſerye what the 
Apoltle hach writ about this man ; Firſt, 
It appeats he had finned. Sccondly, Ir 
appears that he had been rebuked or 
judged of many. Thirdly , Conſtder 
whotheſe many were who hadRebuked 


Jor Condemned, or judged him, 
2 was it notthe Church, to whom Paul 


wrote (amongſt whom this Penitent 
man Was) wasit notthefaichful in Chriſt 
Jelus © that had him, judged or 
condemned him , for the fin and Eyil 
thathe had commirred. Fourthly, Ob- 


8 ſerve. thar this perſon was penitentand 


lorrowtul for that he had ſinned againſt 


God, and grieyed: his pcople, as the 


| Apoltle underſtood. Fiftchly, Conſider 


the Apoſtle was carelul leſt he ſhould be 
ilwallowcd up of over much ſorrow 
Z an 
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and therefore wrote to the Church to be 
ſeech them, that they would confirm 
their Love towards him. Sixthly, Ot 
ſerve that upon the repentance of the 
Tranſgreſfor, which the Apoſtle had af 
ſenſe ot, hedidin the fight and power of ; 
Chriſt ignific hisſenſe, and thereadinely} | 
of hismind fo far as he was concerned toll \ 
forgive the ſaid Offender ; and he wrotg | 


to them ſignifying, that they ought raf . 
ther to forgivehim thanto beover lever 
towards him, or te continue atthe d! 
ſtance from him, as before they had been 
Seventhly , Obſcrve - that if this Tran 
greitor had continued impenirent, har 


dened, and had ſtood in the Juſtihcati 
on of the Eyil that he had done, the: 
the Apoſtle neicher would nor coulc 
either have forgiven him, nor yet hav: 
belought rhe Church to have orgiv 

him, the ſins that he had commirtec 
azainſt God, which God had not for ; 
given. \Oblcrve, Here I have contra 
ted the words of the Apeſtle concerning ;/ 
this perſon, and have made theſc bri 
Obſcrvations thereupon,, and fo fh 
leave it, and commend what I have her: 
written ro every mans Conſcience in tht 
ſight of God. J 2o.not leaveittoths 
judement of the Evil, Defiled, Cc 

rupt,Sinful ſeared Comlcience,whic 


[21 ] 
the Prince of Darkneſs hath begotrea in 
the Children of diſobedience, in whom 
bY he works and Rules, (tor this Conſcience 
F can makeno right Judgment) bur] com- 
d J mit it to the | onſctence, which 
l OF God by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt 
nc hath begotten in Man or Woman, over 
| 19 which Conſcience the Holy Ghoſtor Spi- 
oy ricof God Rulcs, which Spirit ſcarches 
14Y all things, yea, the deepthings of God, 
nA as*tis written, I'Cor. 2610. 
dill Again, Hear what Chriſt &irh con- 
© cerningrheſe things, he ſpraks a Parable 
concerning a Shephard that hath an hun- 
dred Sheep, and oneof them goeth afray, 
he leaveth the ninety nine, and ſeeketh that 
nc which is gone aftray, "and if he find it he 
rejoyceth, 8c. Even ſo it s totthe Will of 
V your F. ther which is in Heaven, that One 
of theſe tuttle ones ſhould More- 
over, if thy Brother ſhall Treſpaſs again# 
thee, go and tell - Age fauit,betwtrt 
and him ; if he hear thee, 
ul thou haft gained thy Brother : If he hear 
thee not, take with thee oneor two more, 
that inthe mouth of two or three Witneſſes, 
J every word may be eftabliſhed; and if he 
all neglett to hear them, te/l it unto the 
Church; but if he neglett to hear the Church, 
US /et him-be unto thee as an Heathen Man, 
Matth. 18. 12, 13, 14,15, IG, 17. 
| 3 


Here 


, =] 


--Here Chriſt hath: preſcribed a Foo 
Foun and ©2der for the offended Bro- 
ther to proceed-in,- to bring the Brother 
oftendzng to the fenle of bis Evil, and to 
Repent of it; 'and condemn it, that fo 
he might  gairy his Brother  into--umiry ; 
and it he cannot.beigained by being pro- 
ceeded with /in Eove as Chriſt | p2e- 


{cribeth and reachtrb, chem hers to be 
witnelleb agatatyc as Chat teacheth 
aud leaneth,.. It would be well it all that 
profeſs Chriſtianity, would procced ac- 
cording to this gan Fawn and ©er, 
which, Chriſt gave, "and has left upon re- 
cord: inthe \ Scripturcy-of Frunh, to be 
followed and obcycd, and if ir-were fol- 
towcdby altrþat profeſs to be Chriſtians, | 
CGintty'amang them ,/.1and much 
leſs:fropning againſt each other,dr offend- | 
ing each othef' chats theres 3 'butman y- | 
profefiors of \Ghriſtianity are” far fron 
the. mack and. patiene\Spirir-of Chriſt, Þ 
whogave thisggood fMULOY MOCEEDING, 7 
cherclerethoſewhorarc Strangersor Fne- | 
19\$.10. bus Spirie, \ttayc' nor-pleaſure to | 
* tghonm.chs good forty, - bitt an the con- | 
rrapys/ many idllow the Spiritof ma- * 
Iicegun lf EB eurge, Now all you | 
char profefs aþe- Light of Chriſt within | 
92H | an 
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i, by 


'to be your Teacher, ſee that you follow 


this good form, which Chriſt hath raughr 
and left you, and if you do fo, then ir - 
will rendto che preſcrvatian and increa ſe 
of Love, Peace and Unity amongftyou; 
you may read the 18 Verleof this Chap. 
ter, and (ce what power Chritt gave un- 
to his faichful followers in the Primitive. 
time, we know God's Arm 1s not ſhor- 
rened,neither ishe ro belimirted,the famg 
Erernal power of God that was known 
in the Apoſtles daics is now known. 
I ay again, the fame in irs Nature, Y 
Do not compare as co the abounding ot 
ir, the holy one 1s notto be limurred Jon 
he gIves ro his in every Age, and works 
inthem according to the Councel of his 
own Will. The Children of Light in 
this day both ſceand confider how wick- 
edly ſome profeſſors of Chriſtianity have 
waeds 3f Chaſe contained in this 
verſe, what a damnable helliſh Trade 
they have long ſince {er up in (clling par- 
dons for fin (to the Impeninent who per- 
{ſt in their ſins) and thereby cheating 
=_ le both of their Money and of their 
Lala and very often the Pardon-ſelles- 
( no doubt )' was and is much a greater 
ſinner than the perſon that he hath {pld 
the Pardons ro. O groſs wickedneſs, 
Bs + damnable 


_— 
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damnable deceit 'and: Hypocricy , true 
Pardon or forgivenels of fin againk the 
God of Heaven, Never could 02 can be 
bought 02 told to2 Boney, by any pcr- 
ſon whomloever. This abominable 
Trade of Pardon-ſclling, is far more 
wicked than the fin of Simon theSorcerer, 
in At#s $. 19. who would have giventhe 
Apoſtles Maney for the Holy Ghoſt, bug 
he was rebuked for it by the Apoſtle in 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, who {aid 
unto him, Thou art in the gall of 
bitterneſs, and bond of Iniquity, in that 
thou thinkeſt the gift of God may be bought 
with Money ; Simon would have given 
Money forthe Holy Ghoſt, but thelede- 
certful Pardpn<-ſellers, who arc Enemies to 
the Holy Ghoſt, fclIthat tothe people, fer 
the Holy Ghoſt,or rhe Huirsof it, which 
[Steftier ; bur adeceitiul Charmygwhich 
Sataiy the Prince of darknels is the origi- 
nat Auchorof,my (ou! hath a Godly Zeal 
and: perfe& | indignation againſt. rnis 
aborinable and Deviltſh dithmulation, 
their © Devilliſh. abuic oft the words of 
Chrift in.rhe betore cited Veric, Fath not 
only wrought a miſcrable Effect upon 
their own - dark Proiciyres, but 1t hath 
allo: kad/an Evil Eftect upon a better 
Jaepple, who kaving been grieyed at 
their abominableabnle of the aforclaid 
he words 


C 25-J 
words of Chriſt, arc ready $0 diſlikerhe 
words themſelves, at italt not wiliing 
that any Chriſtian though neyer {o 1um- 
powered from Heaven, grown and «ſta- 
bliſhed inthelite and power of Chriſtia- 
niry, hath orcan haye any power, as the 
mouthor Inſtrument ot God toany per- 


Eon, ro a@ or [pcak as Chriſt there pro- 


miſerh, and which his taichtul ones re- 
ceived; Forgivenels of {ins isthe gitr of 
God, he walks ans uwells in tusSer- 
vants, and woks ary (peaks ttthem 
and by them; i1 aid by then; he pro- 
nouuces Judgments upon wickedneſs,and 
upon unfcigned Repenrtance he alſo de- 
clares remithon to the T ran{grefior, for 


© as Chriſt ſaith, It © not ye that ſpeak, but 
7 the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh 
& in yor, Marth. 19.20. Mark 13. 11. The 
7 Apoſtles did nor declare remittion - of 
& Tranſprefiion againſt God to the unbe- 
# lizving or 4mpcnitent :* neither did or 

doth Chriftimpowecr wicked men to de- 
# clare remiſſion of -tran{pgrethons againit 
7 God; toany periomor perſons whomſo- 
Z ever. Bur God faid unto the true Pro- 


| pher, Jf thou wilt takeout the things. 


that are prtious from the things 


* that ave vile, - thou ſhalt be evenas 
5 mw own mouth, 8c. er. 15. 19. And 
God laid unto M»/es, & willþe with thy 


mouth 


| _ £263 

mouth ad with his mouth (ro wit ) 
Aarons, And will teach you what you ſhall 
do, Exod. 4.15. God's comfortable pro- 
muſe, is to hisown Seed, Generation, and 
Off-ipring; As for me this us my Cove- 
nant with them, ſaith the Lord. My $pti- 
rit that u upon thee. And my words which 
F have put in thy mouth. $h41/-not de- 


part 0% of thy mouth no2 aut of the | 


molith of thy Seed, 102 out of the 
mouth of thy Sees Seed, ſaith the 
Lord from henceforth and forever. Ariſe 
gnd ſhine, thy Light s come and the glory 
of the Lord is Riſen upon thee, Iſa. 59. 21. 
and Chap. 69.-T. 

Obſerve, As God was with hisSer- 


vants of old, who gave them a Mouth 


and Wiſdom, and made them evenas® 


hisMourh, who taught and led them to 
ſeparate the precious fromthe vile, and 
tojuſtifte the Innocent, and to bear wit- 


nels againſt, judgeand condemn perſons, 


aad practicesthat were ungodly, wick- ! 
cdand finful. The fameeverlaſtingGod I 


whochangeth not, hath given unto ſome 


in this Age a Mouth and Wiſdom and | 


” 


Strength to ſeparare the precious from the 


vile. And hc hath made them even as * 


his Mouth z and as he was with the 
Mouthes of Moſes and Aaron, and did 


with 


» 
j7 


reach them what to do and ſay, and allo | 


ems Aa Bud <4 Ya! hd Y "* Bw —, £ 
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VIE) with the mouthes of the reſt of his Faith- ' 


ball 


» 3 2%..3 - . * 


' frony Heaven ro Preac 


ful Servants, both Prophets ang Apoſtles, 


and did reach them what to lay, and 
whatto do, that hemight be glorthed in 
them. By their juſtifying the Uprighr, 


8 Faithful, and Innocent, and inrheirwit- 


nelling again{t, condemningand jud ing 
in his Spirit of judgment, rthar whic 


l 
| was ungodly, wicked and finful : So is 


he now with the Mouthes of his fairhfut 
Servants, and doth -reach them whar 
to doand fay in Teſtimony to, defence 
and juſtification of, that which is righr 
and well plcaſing ro him ; - and in wir- 
nefling againſt chat which is wrong, dit- 
pleaſing and offtenfive ro' him; - glory be 
given untohim for the fame, And God's 


2 comfortable promiſe given by the mouth 


of the Holy Prophet 1/aith, is enjoyed 
in thisour age, glory to his Name for cvyer, 
God's Spirirrhat was upon his People, his 
Seed, hixSeedsSecd,In former ages, isypon 
his people, his Seed, his Generation in this 
Age; and God's Words that were intheir 
mouthes, arein the mouthes of his faith- 
tul ones whom he hath anointed and im- 
powered * with the Holy Spirit ſent down 

4 the Goſpel of 
Lite, Salvation and Peace, fo as Chriſt 


faid at is not you but the Holy Stirit or holy 
Gheftwohich freaketh in you. . 


S$onex 
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Something concerning true Love 0» 
Charity. 


Ohn ſaith, we have known and believed| 


Jy the Love that God hath to us, God is 
Love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwel!- 
ethinGod, and God in him. —We 
love him, becauſe be fir/# loved us. Jt 
man ſaith Jlove God,”and hateth his 
b2other, he is a Iyar, for he that 


loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, | 
how can he love God whow he hath not © 


ſeen, and this commandnent have we from 
him,that hewho liveth God, loveth his bro- 
ther alſo, 1 John 4. 5. to the end. 


Paulwrote of thislove culling irCharity | 


n Writeth; © 


it isthe ſame love of which Fo 
heat what he ſaith of it (viz. ) Though I 
ſreakwiththe tongues of men and of Angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as a 


founding braſs or a tinkling cymbal. | 


And though I have the gift of prophecy, 


and underſeanding all myſteries and all | 


knowledge : and though Thave allfaith, /o 
that T could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I amnothing. And though I be- 
ftow 41! my goodsto feedthe Poor, and though 

\ JO 


I 
c 
[ 
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I give my body to be burned, and have not 
charity, it profiteth me nothing , Charity 
ſuffereth long, and is kind: charity envieth 
not, charity vaunteth not. it ſelf, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, 
ſeeketh not it's own, is not eaſily provoked, 
thinketh no Evil, rejoyceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoyceth inthe Truth,beareth all things, 
——charity never faileth : and now 
abideth faith hope, charity, theſe three 
but the greateſt of theſe is c arity.Follow af. 
ter charity, 2 Cor. 13. read the @hapter 
through and the firſt of the next follow- 
ing. Again the ſame Apoſtle writes to 
the believing Romans thus (viz.) Owe to 
no man any thing : but to Love one another, 
for he that loveth another , hath fulkl- 
led the Law. For this, thou ſpatt 
not Commit adultery, thou = not kill,thou 
ſhalt not fkeal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
witneſs,thou halt not covet, and if there be 
any other Commandment:it 75 briefly compre- 
hended in this ſaying, Namely, thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, love worketh 
no ill to his Neighbour, therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 8, g, 
19. and again he writes to the Galatians 
thus vis. The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
Joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, good- 
neſs. faith, Meekneſs temperance: againſt 
ſuch there is no Law, Gala. 5. 22. 23. 
Again 
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Again Jeſus ſaid, If a man tove me, . 

he will keep my words, and my Father wil 

love him ;. qr ny 7 unto hin, F-- 
andy make oitur-abode with Hin, John F- 


14. 23. 
yy 1h the Apoſtle writes to the Gata- 
trans thus, (viz.) For all the Law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this thou ſhalt 
{we thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Gal. 5. 14. 
And Chriſt commanded his Diſciples, 
ſaying, This is my Commandment, that 
ye love one another as I have loved you 
Theſe" things I command you , that you 


love one aver, fol I5. 12,17. 

And the Apoſtle John writes thuscon- 
cerning love, viz. This is the Meſſage 
that ye have heard from the beginning. that 
we ſhould love one another ; not as Cain 
who was of that wicked one, and ſlew his 
Brother ; wherefore flew he Lim, 1Becaule 
' his own wozks were Evil, and his 
2 Brathers Rinhteous : Marvel! net my 

Brethren 4 the World hate you, we know 
that we bave paſſed from Death to Life, 
Becauſe we love the 152etiizen ; He 
that loveth not his Brother, abideth in 
Death; whoſoever hatech his Brother is 
« Murderer, and ye know that no Murie- 
rer hath Eternal Life aiding in him, 
1 John}. 11, 12, 13, #4, I 5. 
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The Command of the great God to 
iis People was, and is,to Loye him with 
their Hearts and Souls, to ſerve him 
ith their whole Strength. And. the 


ot even the Publicans the ſame , Mat. 
. 44-to the end. 

h! Reader who ever thou art, Se- » 
icuſly conſider theſe Sweet Heavenly 
yings of the great God,and [cſus Chrilt 

m he hath ſenrt,*and ot the Holy 
Prophetsand Apoltles. FF 
Obſerve, God is /ove, in this was ma- 
nifefted the loveof God towards us, becauſe 
that God ſent his only begotten Son into the 
World, that we might love through hin: 
Beloved, if God ſo loved 14, we ought alſq 
to love one another If a man 
fay T love God ,, and hateth his Brother, 
he is a Lyar ————— This Com- 
» | mandment have we from him, that he 
who loveth God, loveth by Brot her «/ſo; by 
this 
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this we know that we love the Children of 
God, when we love God arid keep his Com- 
mandments ; for this is the love of:God 
that we keep his Commandnibnts, and his 
Commandments are not grievous ; Sce 
I Fol. F-2, J- 

All you who profeſs the Light and 
Spirit of God, and Chriſt within, to be 
our Guideand Teacher, try your lclves 
y theſame: And compareyour Words, 
Doftrines and Fruits, with the DoQtrincs, 
Words and Fruits brovght forth by the 
Holy Apoſtles, and tic reſt of the Faith- 
ful followers of Chrilt Jeſus, cruly Re-[/ 
corded in the Scriptures of Truth. Tho 
tlungs were ſpoken and written, not on- 
Ivfor the Benefit and Profit of them who 
hyed in thoſe Agcs in which they were 
firſt ſpoken, but they were wrirten, and 
by Providence preſerved, to this preſent 
ge, for your beneht and profit, See 
if this pure Love _of God dwell tn 
you 2 Jf'it both, Envy and Malice 
will not awell ti you $ For as Joh» in 
the Light and Love 6t God ſaid, Gon 
is Love,he that dw?lls 11 $02, dwells 
in Love, and Hod Kvells inhim; he 
that dwells not in fits Love of God, 
which reacheth both to Friends and 
Enemies; and in which the deſire of 
che Souls, that it may be well withchem, 


both 


rs» 5 4 Ws 
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and this: vain Talking God hath; av 


in. 
. his 
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bothivthis World and that 'which js;0 
come,that mans Religion wa this aipe! 


dayisyain hignokgns of theLight with- 


in Yain,! iy alking of _ and Chriſt 
is vatng tis 1alking of, and crying, up 

Love-in words is vain, he being our of 
the. Love hertalks of ;.and ſuch Iggy 


but mentioning the. Name of Godin van, - 


pledſurs nz neither---hath ,.his,; people 

plealurein it: Forits/norallthe Tikes 

ofthe:Light,tharare;Juſtified by:God,the 
vl ob BREE he C & 

. Who arc thcdb y him, YE BY 

el wht intheir own Hearwaad 

Souls, -theſe' are they! whom , Gad takes 


—_ in, theſe arechey thattakes plea- 


rein Sad, | thele are they who mani- 
teltxheit-L,overoGod by their _n 5p: 
jection and obedience ro. him, theſe are 
they who maniteſt theit.Lovero be with- 
out/dithymulation: :to, God ,, and ogg20 
anqther;: by rheir reader diligent 'Car&of 
Gads glory in all their -undortalWngs.and 
their! caxe one: overanorher, 155A 
ro God, ſand in the hearrs ot each orbiter, 
in their watching» one over. angtheryin 
emefameLove,. and Speakingand Acting 
one! 'towards another in the. {arae-zz it 
onie/Child of Light {eganother.in 
irrany-thing to diſhonour God; ageio 
1 (. waund 
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wound his own Soul ; this Love leads tof x 
farewarn him of it, ro ſeek to preſervel 1 
him out of ir,and when in Love this bas) 
beendone, and the perion warned, hathf t 
nottaken rhe warning, or improved ith x 
10 his'preſcrvation, bur hath fallen - into / 

the ſnare of his Souls Enemy ; the {ame 
#  Loye Vilirs him again, and labours with] a1 
him to bring him-4nto the ſenſe of thefj a1 
Eyil be barh done againſt the Lord and} 9: 
own Soul: And 1t this Offender a-| de 

- #aitſt- God, and _—_ own Sou! 
and againſt the Children- of God, hearf(z 
and receive Admonition, Which is givenÞ}z: 
him ih the Labour of Love; then thoſcÞ(r 
Thar Lakour with him therein , haveJ 1, 
Comfortand Refreſhment in their LaJ7; 
bout on his behalf: Pur it che Offende 
perſiſt his Evil doing,and feckrocoverfdi 
- and juſtifie/the' ſame, then thoſe whoſſha 
Labour' with him in'the Love of God fth« 
-bave forrow concerning him - Yer infſtho 
Godthey havePeace and Comfort, and; 
in my or of Love, which is alſo thefſen: 
Spirifof ſound Judgment: They have afmo, 
Jultt ment in'them againſt.che Evilgzot 
'which'is Committed; and in the Lov « 
and Patience of Jeſus; in its proper place $a 
; tirfiE-and (cafon they (peak it forth in beFai 
«half of the Juſt,-Holy purcGod and JeluFtar 
Ghefſt-his {potlesVamb, whois cometofhe: 
CY x , put 
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to put an endtro«{1n,and to bring in eyerlaſt» 
vel ing Rightcouſnels,of whomitis thus writ 
as] ten(viz.) 1 wiſdom teadin Righteouſneſs.in 
hi the mid(t of the paths of Judgment, tbat I. 
| itÞ may cauſe thoſe that love mei to inherit Sub« 
toll ance, * for 1 will fill their Treaſures., 

ne} Again the Apoſtle writes thus of Chriſt, 
thi and of the Saints m Light. (viz.) Of him 
hell are ye in Chrift, who is made unto us Wiſe 
nd} dome, Righteouſneſs, Sanflification and Res. 
Il Again ch#Apoſle: Paw! writes thus; 
u ain e: Paul writes thu 
ear (iz) Though 1-ſpeak with the Tongues je 
enj}men and of Angels, and have not, Charity, 
ole} (rhat is che fame Love John ſpeaks! of) 
vel am become; as.4 ſounding braſs, and as 8 
.alTinckling. Simbal. it 
Jer} - Ob(erye; what profit"is there in ſoun-s 
. dingot Brabor the fn a tots 71 
hoJbal, 1s. nat anunprofntable noleuns 
2d the jo . ing of vn NE tns And + 
- inflthough 1 have the 21 Prophecy , and 
nd aq. and 0 Moferics ond al owl 
chejend haze: Faith, ſo that 1 could remove 
e almountains., and have no Charity , 1 aut 
- | | 


mothing. CR Ya ts 
wd Qbſeryc, 'tis_poſſible that; one may 
weave received. ſomething of the gift of 

Faith. wo rophery, -and of under- 


1/2 VET. yer afterw 
gf ney ke Thr an 
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afer rain ther veloſt ic, yer fora whilemay | 
roſcthon, and the words of 

ruth 3 and in ſome {nal degree a ſence 

CE gifts which God had imparted 

Y pol ſuch may hold a profeL. 

fem oh e Truth, and fprak of —_ 

ot God, through the ſtren 

the "Creattrely abilities, to wir, js 

teds and Mcmory ; but having put off 

ken Chariry _ are nothing, 

xs the e Arg Gich. faw the 
acob 


bad gre T rjae open- 
FX as his words ew, which are re- 


ed in the Scriptures of. Truth ; bu 
his Heart, Spiticarid Mind was hotri th 
before 'God'; ' he did not abide'int 
which opened,. therefore not like ro be 
hikes ihe [ <7 Pb which 'is the fulfil 
; without which 
fone ap Fr God: Bulanm 
ſtand Sigh & 3rd Prophe 
Se of of ding t-of this Loye'or Chari 
"Children of Tfrael, ( then 
God's 'beloyed People: tor had 'he beer 
Kg: Loveor _—_y Lito way eve 
e Wu avc taught Bala 
SM Ra o i hav ftomBling 
Locks inthetr 
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Truth; andthercyou may likewiſe 
of the miſcrable end of this wicked 


= 
ly.man. l 
gain, Cain heard God's Voice, and 
hada degree of the knowledge of, him ; 
and *rwas poſſible Cain might haye done 
well , for God aid, If thou doſt we 
ſhalf thou, not be accepted ? but if thou yy 
evil, fin lies at the door. It appears Cam 
did nordo well, burill ; hedid ill in that 
he did not receive, retain and keep, this 
Lo yd. in I Hearr and wn 
c ept this, Jt would | 
him from Purdering h's Jnnocent 
Brother, and ſo would have kept him 
from Inheriting the wrath and vengeance 
of the ErernaFGod, which in righteous 
Judgment was due wo hir came 
upon him, and is due rap} in his way, 
and will come upon them if they do not 
Repent and turn fromrtheir evil way. 
he Apoſtleſaith, Brethren /et us love one 
another. Let us not Love in word andin 
Tongye, but let us love in Deed and in Truth, 
n0t 4s Cain who was of that wicked one, and 
flew his Brother , and wherefore 
him ;' even becauſe his own works were Evil, 
and TA Tit "hf pop 5 
Cain might of this Loye 
he was out of it: For *tis 58 char Ky 
of his Seed and Off-fpring Talk of ir 
"3 C3 and 
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profeſs it, who are not only our of it 
wut bireer Implacable Enemies gn, itz 
0 okay theſe profeſs” of G 
Chuiftor Religion; *tis all vain in th 
wanting this ore or Charity, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, th we nothing. 
gain, das < if rtook of the *Mi- 
Al vice of Chriſt , and ob the 
Apo ſhip: from which , by Tran{ 
n heffcll; hedidnot put on, kee 
and retain this Love or Chanty, bes; 
is the bond of perfeftnels : If 'h©had 
. kept thison, it would have kept him, 
Storm betraying hisMaſter into the Hands 
wf thewicked, in which he was guiley 
® Avith them of Murdering of him:(Stephen 
'1n the Holy Shoſt faid him, - Te have 
beeri the Betrayers gnd Myrlerers ;) had 
udas kept-in this love, and bond ot 
nels, He conld not have been 
"guulty of cheMiirder of the Son of God, | 
but” tis written inthe$cri pturcs of Truth, 
That Satan entred into him, who was a 
Mitkderer, and a Lyar from rhe begin- 
ning. and *twas he that Sp: rited him, led | 
hit, a&ed' and moved hin in this Hel- 
I wotk.. for which rhe Vengeance of | 
k alFireis JuMy comcupon him, and 
LE how. milerablcly he cnd- 
M this World. - 
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it 1 Again, Sce whatbecame of the Rebel- 
tit; | lious Sons of Levy, Corah, Dathan'and 
Abiram, with the Two hundred and 
Fifry Princes, . {ce how they were out of 
this Love or Charity, which thinksno 
Evil, which enyycth not, whigh is kind 
they roſe up againſt Moſes that'meek and 
the 8 humble man | Sw : and Aaron the 
n{# Lords Prieſt, theirthoughts and words 
ep were vain and wicked againſt them, yet 
ch in their rifin up —_ and Re- 
ad | bellion again , they -had plauſible 
mn, # pretences, for whaw they ſaid againſt 
ds them 3 hear what they. ſaid, viz. 4nd 
ty | they gathered themſelves together agginjt 
Moſes and againf Aaron, and ſaid unto 
ve them, Te take too much uponyou, Lage a 
id & the Congregation are holy, every one of them 
2f & and the Lord is amongſ# them, wherefore 
1 & then lift ye up your ſelves above the Congre- 
I, 8 gation of the Lord, Andwhen Moſcs heard 
1, it, he fell upon his face , and he ſpake 
a 8 wnto Cotfh and wnto all his Company fay- © 
- | ingeven to morrow the Lord will ſhew who 
1 are hisand whois holy, and wiltcauſe him 
. | to come Near unto him, even bim whom 
tj} hehath Choſen, well he cauſe to come near 
| 8 wnto him-——— —A4nd' Moles ſaid unto 
Corah and his Company, ye take to much up» 
on you ye ſons of Leyy, hear 1 roy you je 
ut a ſm 


fons of Leyy , ſeemeth it all 
; thing Wa 
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thing unto yr, that the Godiof Iſrael hat 
ſeperated you from the* Congregatian 
I(cacl to bring you near ta himſelf, to dp the 
ſervice of the Tabernacle of the Lord, and 
to, ftand befage the Congregationto Miſter 
unto them art he hath brought thee-neas to 
—_ andallthy Brethrenthe ſons of . Levy 
with thee,and ſeek ye the Prietho0d alſo? for 
which Cauſe both thou and all thy company 
are gathered together againſt the Lord, and 
what is Aaron that you murmer again} him, 
andMoles ſent tocal{aathan and Abiram 
the Sonsof Eliab. TObich fatd we will Þ}f « 
notuconmg \up,45- it a ſmall - thing Þ 
that thoit Hattbrought us up our of If £ 
the Land thai flomerh with nitik and | 
250, to kifl-us in the COberne's 
 Erceptthau make: thy (elf aſtogethe?2 
a JPuUNLL, -8cC— Cult thou 
pur giuc th2 Eves of -thele men we 
wIHENgt come ty, And Moics 
faid'T have not hurt, one of them-#—- — —- 
And Moſes [tid antd Corah be thou an. 
all thy Company tefore the Lord thou, and 
they.and Aaron tomorrow « and take cvery 
man bjs Cenſer and pat Incenſe in them, 
and bring ve befgrethe Lord, every mun his 
cenſer, two hundred and fifty cenſers, aud 
they tookevery mani hit;cenſer, and put fire 
jn-them 5 and. liidTucenſe thgneon, and 
ftooduin_ the door. of the Tabernacle *of the 
Gon- 
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naregatian with Mpſes and Aaron, and 
orah gathered. all the congregation againſt 
hem unto the door” of the Tabernacle. of 
the congreg4tion, and the Glory of the Lord" 
ſppeared unto al! the Congregation, ant 
he Lord ſpakEunto Moſes and Aaron 
ſaying, ſeperate your ſelves from a- 
mongir this Congregation that 7 
may conſume them in a Moment, and they 
f811 pon their faces and ſaid, 0h Lord God 
of the Spirits of all feſh, ſhall one man ſin, 
und wilt thu be wroth with all the Congre- 
gation? and the Lord ſpake unto Moles ſay- 
ing , ſpeak unto the prac. 56; Laing ſaying 
get you-up from aboiit the Tabernacle of Co- 
| rah, Dathan, and Abiram, and Moſes 
roſe up andwent unto DathM and Abiram 
and, T Elders of I(rael followed him, and 
le ſpake unto the Congregation ſaying%Ue- 
part I pray you from the Tents of theſe 
wicked men', qnd touch nothing that is 
ineirs, leſt you be conſumed in'all their ſins, 
So they gat up from the Talrnacle of Co- 
ratz Dathan and Abiram, one every fide : 
and Dathan nd Abirams came out and' 
| food in the door of their Tents, and their 
IVives and their ſons and their /ittle Child- 
ren, and Moſes ſaid hereby ſhall ye know 
that the Lord hath ſent me to do all theſe 
Works, for 1 have nat done them of my 
4 own 
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own mind. If theſe men dye the common 
death of allmen, or if they be viſited after | ; 
the viſitation of .all men, then the Lord 
hath not ſent me. But if the Lord Make 4 
New thing, and the earth open her mout 
and fwallow; them up with all that appertain 
to them, and they go down quick. into the 
pitt, then 'ye ſhall underſtand that theſe 
men have wp the Lord. And it came 
to paſs had, made an end of ſpeak: 
ing all theſe words, that the ground clave 
 aſunder that was under themas And the 
earth opened her mouth and ſwallowed 
them up, and their houſes, and all the 
Men that appertained unto Corah and 
all their goods, they and all that appertdined 
to them went dawn alive into the pitt; and 
the earth cloaſed upon them and they periſh- 
ed from amongff the Congregation REad 
Numbers 16. 1, to the 34. | 
Obſerveas Fohn ſaith Got! zs Love, he 
was {o from the beginning, he is ſo art | 
thisday, Godgunchangable he'was (6to ll : 
thoſe that obeved him in all Ages,he was fl | 
{o to Meſes, and in, Moſes, to & Child- #. 
ren of T/rael, yea Moſes in his love. 
ſqughtto preſeryerhem from Deſtruftion, | 
as appears by his tender Supplycation to 
+ God for them: But thisCorah Dathanand 
' Abiramand their Company were not in 
the loye of God, as appcars by _ re- } 
| bellion 
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belion againſthim, -in their preſumption, 
and 1.99" of his ſervant Moſes, as 
alſo by, the miſerable deſtrution that 
came upon them, from the hand of the 
Juſt God, Ir was true » that 'Moſes told 
them, ye take too much ypon you ye Sons 
of Levy, their prelumptuous raking u 

onthem, theircvil Imaginariorfs, words, 
and works, was the caule of cheirruine 
and deſtruCtion, they violated and broke 
che Law of the righteous God,who.com- 


manded theny to *Jove him with all their 


bour as. himſelf, had they kept in this 
loye, than had they not Imagined Evila- 
gainſt Moſes that Fichful] ſervant of the 
Lord, If they had kept inthis love they 
had . not broken, bur fulfilled the hol 

Law of God, for 'tis tructhgt the Apoſtle 
hath write, Love is the tullfilling of the 
Law, Loye, thinks no cvil; Cain Im- 


heart, and nl ha to love his Neigh- 


I agincdevilagainſthisBrother, hethou 


hr 
and purpoſed ir,and afterward Atted 
It, in Murdering ' his Inocent Brother, 


{ Apaine. Judas Imagined evil in his hegrt a- 
# cainft che Lord God and jeſus Ghriſt 


whom he had. ſent, he thought and 
purpoſed Evil firſt, and afterward brought 
It into viſtble Afton, by betraying the ' 
Innocent Lambot God into-the handsof 


Murderers, 
Again 


£44] 
Again Balaam, When hewent from 
the Spirit of God in whicfhe once had 
eruefightsand Prophecy he Received the 
Counc?l of Satan, Deviſed, wilted and 
urpoſcd eyil againſt the Lord God and 
his people, herftoughr and purpoled evil 
againſthispeople, and afterward broughr 
if into vilible Aftion, by teaching 
Balaak King of Moab to caſt ſtumbling 
Blocksbetore them to cauſe them to fan. 
Again, Corah and his Company be- 
ing out of this pure Love of God, the 
imagined eyil againſt him, and er 
his Servants Moſes and Aaron. Yea 
they thought and purpoſed Evil againſt 
them, and. afterwards brought the 
fame forth in their pretumptuous and un- 
golly words ard wicked aftions, for 
Which God over-threw them in his An- 
ger. Behold here a deceitful hearr, in 
which the Prince of Darkneſ$ruled, turn- 
ed them againſt rhe Lord and his Choſen, 
to their own Ruine and Deſtrufttion ; 
Obſerve the. Devil is the ſeeds man, of 
all eFil Jmaginations, Cogitations, De- 
fares, Purpoſes and Intentions, Wordsand 
Actions, he firſt laies hold upon man in- 
wardly, as it is written of him, He works 
in the hearts of the children of Diſobedi- 


ence; there he firſt ſows the Seed, from 
whence ſprings as a natural Fryit hereof, 
| | vt 
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Evil Tmaginations , Cogitations, 
Thoughts, Deſires, Purpoſes ati 
tions, which afterward (pzings 
in-TWowds and Actions. _ Thus 
he begins and carries on his confuſed Ba- 
bel, in the fallen Sons and Daughters of 
he | 444m 3 thus he builds his Curled Soon 
\o | and Egypr, where our kord was and is 
S Crucitedz and thus he hath wrought up- 
5 f on (one ingur day, who hath taſtedof 
the heavenly gift, and of the power” of 
the Worldro come that is without end ; 
4nd ſohe did upon ſeveral in the Apoſtles 
aics, as the Epiſtles of Pat, . Peter, Fude 
and John doth witneſs, and as Chriſt 

forctold. - 

Oh ! my Friends, ſcriouſly conſider in 
the holy fcar of God, and in humblcnets 
of mind, theſe: things for as the Apoftle 
faichyghat was writteff aforetine,was writ- 
ten for our admonition, All you whoxo:the 
light of the Son of God are turned,.. who 
have had a good Epeopened in your 
rts and receivedan 
by it, in whom this heayenly ſeed, ha 
taken root in any meaſure; all deligently 
wait therein, upon _the great God. the 
fountain of it , that the Fruit of 'this 
heavenly ſeed of life, which is already 
grown up in you, may never wither 


or dye, burthatitmay —— 
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and flouriſh dayly..more and- more, for, 
asChriſt the heayenly (ced, (yo0U2 Root,) 
hath aid, true it.is, withouthim wecan 
do nething, he” faid I am come that you 
might have life, and that you might have 
it more abundantly, and he faid in this is 
heavenly Father glorified that you bring 
forth __ frut,. and laid every branch 
in me that bringeth forth fruit, my hea- 
venly Father purgeth that it may bring 
forth more fruit, if a man able not in me 
he is caſt, forth as 4 branch that wither- 
eth, I have Choſen you and ordained you, 
that you ſhould go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit ſhould remain, John-15. 1,2. 
6. 16. read the Chapter through. Oh 
bleſſed are all they-who Experience this. 
The Holy Prophet writ thus( viz.) they 
that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew. their 
frength, they ſhall mount up with wings as 
Eagles, befibal run and not _be wedhy, and 
hy 0 Watkandnat faint, Wa.4931 This 
the gent wazchfullC-hildrenof lightare 
Come np: t0.Ex er by this 
Age, glo given roGod for the ſamey 
All? the Children of light,in thelight;(the 
heavenly and Juſt - mans path, ). arekept 
* by the mighty.Power of God through Faith, 
om ; receiving . _ Fo Seed: * the 
Serpent. which. _ hath purged out 

of chem, c 


[Take notice} thar Sucanmay 


pic» 


— 
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preſent his Eyil matter to the Cluldren 
of God z this he did to Chriſt hiniſelf 
who never ſinned, in whom he had no- 
thing: But the Evil matzer which Satan 
reſents unro man and*temprs him to 
ve, Receive and Embrace, doth nor 
become the ſin of man, it he do not re- 
ceive, join unto, aad embrace, if. Bur 
man fins when he conſents with his hearr 


and mind to rhe*evil which Satan pre- 


Fas ; then he' jayns With Satan in his 
il wark, then he becomes a joynrt 
worker with him, then, Luſts conceives 
inhis heart and mind ; which being con- 
ived bringeth forth in; obſerve, that 
rhough Sarans preieteing.of his evil matter 
rothe Childxen of God be no1in of theirs, 


and ſorrow diyers-times, and inheavin 


yer it is. his ſin and their g __ 


his temptations; in 


Oo theLord JeſuyChriſt ſupports thera, 


for he js greater than Satanthie Tempter ; 
in the dates of his fleſh he was tempted in 
i points like as we are, and {innednor; 

x conquered and ſubdued San. Thus 
the A writ « him Lond wry np" be- 
ing tempted is able to ſhccoutr t at 
I, and the faithful Chriſtians . 
were made Conquerors over Satan. by 
Chriſt, as the Apoſtle alſo wrote. Bur 
where the Seed of the Serpent 1s re- 
ecived, there ariſerh and ſpringerh hows 


- 


4 T4819 
taginati Copitations , 'Thonylits, 
irs Putppic Intentions, Words 
and Adions urimche Peopleof God gut 
of whom thisfed is purged, the bitter 


Root of evil: Imaginarions, evil Jealou- 
Kics, evil Words and Attions dorh | not 


Tpt bp apt 30d or any: of his Sct.- 
Vat or 'againft an pas whomtſo- 


ever but in-the heavenly Lig he -of m5 
Their Hearrs, Spirits arid Mind arc'rig 

None Se all _— 8 
as theirt rs, intentions,delires, word; 
and ations ; Pete] thing 
JEeE c here: who thy bed: 


th all diligence, out 0 
the iſſues o Li : thoſe deaf in if 


heaven ft, 'diſcern'thepood froj 
the evi when they are-1f1 the Seed, 
before they appear' ore grown up; 
RE 6 Few: = 
effeeins Hina fg00 man, as Shit | 
hath ug who In The Cordes” 


—__ <a _ 
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OI pan] neicher -cat\" they 
call-ch&.evilman, a good man ; / bor it 
wereche1mot Hypecriſy for thern {o to 


doo Theſe can ei or 
; evil; .\xror ' Traky wo Err, 


rknels Ligh 


'| ro doo wete w blaſpheme Sik 


= 


God of andto be guilty of the 
faniol H y, as Thhidbetore, but as 
—_ ; and dyeing ings $20 
T0 
e \af God that' hart'made chemo; 
—_— Sen GY 
Ton) i how (whoat 


TSO1 


ed,. and HOO: Charity, 'it tcth: no. 
thn V Chortin, ſuſfe dere Une end. 6 kind; 
; ENV yer kymets Ch not 
2% TH 46 not Puffed "”, "4b ndt. behave 
if. Tetf tnſe unſeertly,, ſreket nt its.omn, - is mt 
eafly provoked,' t hinkgth noevtl,' nejoycet} 
. not in Iniquity, but 're es the Trutl 
Charity never fat W 
All youthar pralckabedaghs: bf Chrif 
as ;Þ, ba yur, Guide and Teacher 
.Try your W compare yC 
js with ho Fruits. and EfleQs.of Cha 
Da Bern raculatly exprofied 


CFE] 
that God voth and will arr 7, G69 wi 'Aud- 


Keep ant this 


no 

nd; 

wot rope Seed of he verve 
ave —_ 
mot 
eth 
Mth 


your Heafts, Wil _—_ 
ws, Wordyor 7% fo- that 
Tow nk right-ohi od; and 


Deals right things of wa ng a(t and 
dorhings that are" right 'in his fight, in 
rift which his ul be upon you 5-in 
ﬀerl this Love or" which thinks no 
ha 


evil;! you bo roarh right Thoughts 'onc 
concerningancther, -and alſo fpeak tight 
wordxotieto, and cofcerning another, 
andthetein will a& Rightcoutly, Juſtly 
ren} and harmleſly, 'one to, and concerning 
Adj. another” lokeepi rhisChariry, you 
will be found, i theprecious, Rich, and 
Beawvitul/ Fruns of ir; in which you will 
bave-Unny che Fountain of 
; Ubnicy one with+ano- 
Fellay'- 
'kepriny whicktis's 
ty hid fm thewhole World char 
1911206 


gh bt: 


tity oi. ptr 
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OE ed op; who! 


* —— hor: 


poke 


ally.you { p bo governed and 
AE {piricual appearance 
ns his 
Diſciples, ir in 
cars and Sufterings tor chem, 
Toe a, 7 inde Counicel and free Ex- 
domathgrrochentg fy, your Love one t0 ano- 
ther, For though weaxe,nort to compare 
with him, unto: whom the Spit of Love 
was given without -aicalure x yet we 
baving' received!a meaſtire'ob the ſame = 
Spirir ok Love and:;Li 
to his. Blefled ramplo imloving 
one ahhottiey.; His Lavcwas: nes: only 
Jarge and bountiful g;bur_ alfo/pure. and 
perte&t »- as chavigi i yoo who 
are tcrider not (6 iz 
whos com, om recs 
i 107 trora 
teuncath; of :ir > might through ehriſly 
©1616hi the Ra ,. 140; 
koye! and-Chirift whom..tic ith 
wat; and "nc! avorhdr Without. 
mulation , and in thi. car | al 
OV: Þ.\Ye! ON h + (89 


Pt ting 
Rs 
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all his, _ works pf 
coufacſin them thar 


= 4 him, Vit) gem Ts 4 


Loves God abiding in _ 


Love Rronger then 
Car God the harry Fountain of it, 
us, and fil all hi?Children h 


it, dayly morc pooh and EſtaVBli 


wg in afoverer © their Berea vans 
Katt; fan 


y 


SEL ra A, ani 


oor thaeef in 


qpvaend Bank 


them ) Fax is To 
Honour and Praiſe in 
for'cyer more, Amer. 


2 
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Comething concerning th the Unity and 
Fellowſhip of True Chriſtians. "2H 


Hriſt hath commanded us and:all 
Chriſtians ro Love one another 
w_ EO 0 do: Anded = 
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xeceived. dams FNOrappea rift. the 
SQL ns; For all Brit ought 
forth 10 Aud! ends or viſible Chons, 
- by any i is CA framed inthe Hear 
Mind-:.'Foras-it is written out of the 
abundanceofrhe Heart, the Mouth ſpeak- 
.cth,; Chriſt {airh, The Good man out of 
the Goof Treafure of his Heart, bringeth 
forth gootThings:., and an Evil 4 on out 0 


op Treaſure ef, Lf art, br inget , 
fn Tate ay we" T Jp roo S724 is 
known the Eval- man 
ab vbisFruks Fox Chriſt faith, 

I ir ORE 46. ſhall : kyow them : A 


£99 Tixe one; ring ng forch Evil Fruit 

nel My: ] Frine torah Good | 
Fruit * Blefled are all | they whoſe minds © 
are exerciſed in the Divine Light of Fc 


Cl, therein fixed and ſtayed upon, 


; their Hearts Conceives and Indites 
vive "Marc, #4" their Tongues "and 
nes"ſprak" of \and aRt rhe\fame tothe 
Glory of God, 
chet, +9F © Eon: 
-- Again, Chrif-Gantman: 1s nsatdial/ Gd, þ 
fhans 8 Loveont enemies, toHergvod unto 
difpitetoabby wer and- Perfecnte ts. 


and the good one of ano- 


All who: 'walk{3h the' Light ' wherewich | 


he hath.colighm&l'them.he Teacheth-ro 
daſo,:and they. do-fa.: Bur Bur cir the 
gobd rjaniwho ngcth rood 


( | F 


CFEICFMcnER 


erealury | 


Dom z 
#vcdctievtd in| God, | 


pn 
rand; 2000; aha 
rc ys 


r-ordras tome 4 
thoſe 

46 rg = and 
he 

Hos ; 

ES, 4's the Holy 

paige] 
onſet 


mercy; 


F 
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: As the Holy Prophet ſaid; But 
hes who \covereth his fer, or ſeeketh to cover 
ir, by #Profetſion LO bh Lighrand 

t, (eckingro Juſtify he Evil þ he dork, 
: Nu well doing, ſaying, it is accor 
tothe "Light and Spirit of God 
rift wiehin him : He fhall neyer pro- 
fper in this 'Eyil work. Thisis a gre 


id Bbc nirtation to the Holy Ghorious £'ok 


God; with Hep inchis evil Wor 
[nd Works : Gods People( the Children 


= oy Light)have mc Uniry, yer they have 


ye unto {uch, in which they fin- 
bly deſtre their Repernance and Sat 


concerning. the Seven 
Chuvehes th Aſia, who were 'g a5 
' thered into the ref eſtan of wh 
Film: 
1% >; oh 


& I all here Colle Lienerhing we 
EX that" was writer to them acco 
| PP. ro the 42 States ey were 


July 


Y 
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he writ itthus (vis ) I'was-in the Spb, 
rit on \the Lord's and heard bebind[,, 
Me 4 great poice 4s w_ a Trumpet, ſay! 7 it,” 
am Alpha and Omega, the firf and the fb Y. I 
and what thou ſeef, write in a Book, | aud , 
ſend it unto. the Seven Churches which, 
are in Alia-- And I turned to fee the, 
P voice that hae with me :. and being. turned}, 
E faw Seaven Golden Candleſtichs, T' fav 

one tihe:nnto the Sonof Mun, &c———AndF,,, 

be had ins right-hand Seaven Stars, andf,, 

out of bis a, went a ſharp two Edgedi 

Sword, and bis countenance was asthe Sun 

ſhining i in his frength ; and when 1 ſaw him 

T fell at his feet as dead, and he laid hu 

right hand upon me, ſaying unto me, Fear 

not, I am the fir. and the laft, 1 "am he 

that liveth and was dead, .and behold 1 am 

alive forevermore, Amen. And have they, 

a of Hell'andof Death, write-the.things 

ch thou haſfb.ſeen,” and the things which 
Ja: and the. things which ſpall be bereaf- 
Pa the meftery of the Seven Stars which 


u ſaweſt in my rig and the \Se- 
ven Golden Condit: en Starsare 
the Angels of the ſeven ches;; and the 
feaver Candleficks which thou Javek, ,art 
the ſeven Churches, Rev." 1. Unto the 
Angel of the Church of Ep heſus, write, 


T, Theſe things ſaith he that bMlteth the ſeven 
Stars 


" 


C5993 
' Fears ini yew hand, who wakketh . in the 
” df '0 uf of tis n Calien C andieticks: 4 


work and thy Labour, and thy 

way and how thou can not hear them 

A bat re evil,and thou haft.tryed them which 

" are Apoltles, and are not, and ha 
hr," 


bem Lyars: 4nd haſ born and af 
atience,.. endo my Names ſake ha 
| mo not fainted. xray 
7 have 7 Geir 484jnitthee, bbc 
2 boſ keft thy firs love, Rememer 
| reforewd ence thou art fallen, angrepent, 
d gb thy firſt works," or elſe T Il copre 
ro. thee quickly, 'and will remove thyoun: 
eftick, out -of its place,. exce jon repent. 
- He that- hath an ear to hear, let him 
ar what the Spirit ſaitbunto the Churches, 
him that over-cometh, will T give to. eat 
the Tree of Life, which ian the midf of 


> Paradice of God. 
Obſerye, Here much appeared of the 


ork of Godin this Congregation, as 15 
ewed/by the forecited Wo, they had 
ot only come to know the work ot. the 


- wer. of Godin order,to, theircleanfing, 
It As cre allo come rothe diſcerning 
13 les, and bad found then 


5 jy 
Tn. eos 
» it, plain- 


ene * ple here was an Apoltacy.. eu- 
rs | tered 
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tered among ft nl they had Yeh the 
ficſf Love, rhey 'arc ed ronÞr 
peyt and do their firſt Work , which nc 
they didnot, he to whom all jadgmenlec 
js commirced ſign ified that he woutke o 
move their Candleſtick out of 117, place} 
- - Oh! my dear Friends, you whohantn 
Bl oo ark bn Choi jel mod role 
w SM it Jens, " 
therein moreandmore,arc bletfed pf o / 
Lord nt Pond ark among the | 
Chriſty atd the Lnckbs his livin | 
DF within, who have been quigendÞ 
to thereby, and therein Love raiſe: 
to him and his people, but haveſtoohby 
exft off and forfaken the?" foſt\Low 
bong cog deplorable,” ro be'lþd. 
. Such of 6d {whs had nol 
Keour che day of God's render viſit 
tion .cothem/) were called pp wy | 
do their firſt works, ſhewm it 
wilſed them te repent, hs. Sv Fave 
time and power to repent ; MR ihe 
tmproved nor, then would He corrhenl .. 
off im "his difpltalire ; ir if the : 
efiprovt and t, he was mere = | 
them' their fin #f Back) 
as it wasin thofe daies with rrp 


5. Roo peiordGorT beta Ep 


' tear, © what the Spiri! 
ſpeaker 


2 6+ 
h ts the: Churches, or Congr 
py 


he oy s ap 4 Age, for the unlimited 
or. = Heaven in the Hearts. 
hi | or? ns and the ;Migtiches of his 
eOpIC, 86,28 in ——_— i 
ba John writes to bay Church of 
are thes And unto the Angel of the 
TT write theſe things, ſaith, | 


which-was dead and is 

thelk/ [InP and tribulation and 

s 0ſÞo BY then art. rich) «xd 1 hyow 

'Þ J of them _ fay they = 
nel % s ard arenot, but are the Smagogue of 

Luton. Fee? none. ofgh10/e > which 

00Þbou ſhalt ſuffer ; beho!Tthe Devil ſas ca 

Veome of you into 'Prijon that you maybe try- 

{> And ye ſhailbave tribulation ten dies. 

\ thou HAT wnto death, and 1will 

ive thee 4 Crown of Life. He that hath 

ear to 4 tet him hear what the Spi- 


pl Churches." He that over 
w Ry mm 


Gy 
Sen LE -0naeret « txlcpnl th 
Peas were Jews and werehor, 
heGynagoget of Satan, bem 
of rha6 Cots 
oe not 10 teas; hs 


rhings which-they ſhould fuffer, whif] rx 
way permitted by the Lord norforthey rh 
deltruction , bur for the tryal of rhe al 
Faith, and the magnifying of his gloria d 
« Atm of power in their preſervation, A 
liverance and cternal Salvation: © 
Oh all my dear Friends &verviwhe 
who are Tribulared, Afﬀidcted, Perl; 
cated, Opprelled,” caſt iats Prifory,-"6 
forche Word of God and Teſtimony 
Telus Chriſt; be cheerful: ardvaliant 
your Sufteritigs,} rake rhe Prophers, Ape 
files, and «Holv men-and "Women ( 
God, for your Example of ſuffering 1 
flitions and of Pagggnce. ' You haverc: 
6f "the Parieniee of Fob, : and You hat 
teen the end and purpoſe ol-cheLord i: 
alt his Excreite,- how he turnedit allto c 
Advancement of lis ownglory, 'and t 
the abundatit advantagevf Fob: © *T lei 
fore Friends be cheertul in che-Eord,” par 
ef\nin/your” atfliftions, caſting yourca 
- apon him, who feedsrme Ravens, Cloth : 
che Graſs, - and rakes care for Sparrow! 


ich more worgdy thatortiey] th! 
A Penſookc ahe Tit onartoany Ae | 


peithcr: wit hwevertoinob97iong? ; 

6 bf" wrie ws Yhd-Charahs: 
" eha6;, 20 ect Augetof 1, 
þ tn Perctinos/ wenerieleferbing 
faith he; -whici hath the= fat pfewdoe! 
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two res I know thy works, and where 


Y thor dwe even where Vatans ſeat" is, 
Y ard thi Ra faſt my Name, and haÞtot 
 denyed my F tuth.gven in thoſe daies wherein 

C "Antipas was mny fa Fateh ful Martyr, who” Was 
ſlain aming you, where Satan dwelleth. But 
I have '4 Row things againſt thee, becauſe 
S thou haſt there them that hold the Dottriye 
"of Balaam, who taught Balac to I a un- 
bling Block'before the children of 1{rael, to 
eat tbhrngt 'Sacrificed to' Tdols,; and to com 
mit Fornication, ſo haſt th wm alſy that 
hold the Dotrine of the Nicolattanes.which 
thing'T hate. -Repent, or elſe 1 will rome 
unto thee: quickly, and willfght againft thee 
with the Sword of my mouth. He that hath 
an Ear, tet' him hear what the Spirit ſaith 
wits" the Churches, to hip that overcometh- 


i £ will T yive to eat of the hidden Matihna&c. 


Obſcrve, Here the' Lord byhisAngel 
reſtifies of Thuch goad thar ap bbs 
uy "chis'Congregation, cyen that t 
I ' faſt his Name in thoſe dairs whe Rope 
bis faihfu -was fa i amo 


oy; A of the N7 7edlltanes, W | 

M -were' Devilliſt Dofttine, han. 

cd" Ted: from the Living God "i 

ldolairy, 'Portieation and corrupt -4 
on 


. T6 
tuſts and liberry which wars agaimſt the 
ou, he commands them rotepent, (ay- 
Sp. pr) or wall came unts t/ nick 
and will fight againſt thee wi 
þ, and of my mouth. e corru 


bers were milchuevous and tr elome 
tothe faichful. Sup uppolc chele thar Preacht 
thedodtrine of Ba!aam and of the Nirve- 
laitanes ſhould have ſaid to the, faithtul 
who kept their &rſt loy whe on thar 
firſt works, who held lame 


in their cxings, Y yo you % 
our er and of the Ni fo 
Hitanes. e will have a Borne th 


youto reconcilethis difference 3 we will 
chooſe as many B{laamites and Nicolai- 


tanes on bur party ag you choole others 
then it out Ba/aamites 


es 
Nicola Ono Agree Wath you to 
Judge! the doi incof Balazn and that of 
's7 Nicolaitans : but on the. contrary, 
| and uplor: Jae Father Balzam and the 
Nicolaitanes, and their Doin, if you 
t gut Balaamizcs ana; Nicolai- 
BOT INOS 

1 C920 ont ZING 1101 truc 
IF Los. BF CAD: Bur 6pa fix 
Mecting; youarea Dajagain che 
,; ering Are, At) 


t yougive g vrebr ou 
£35 not. the Judgaan- 
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MAP. © 
hor the Judgment of the Churchof God, 
and,thercfore we deny your Judgment. 
Oh ! my Friends woos belicye that 
the faithtul Mcmbets of the Church of 
Chriſt, would have conſented to ſuch a 
propolition, or have made ſuch a bar- 
gain as this. Oh ! ſurely Nay, Gad Ak 
mighty knows I do nor write thus with 
Jefiond of evil againſt any perſon whom- 
ſocyer FieK4 Oe this with _ 
mens ey1l practices and picas in our Age, 
eycn forme under the profeſſion :of the 
Teachings of the Light within, whoſe 
Dodtines, Pratticesand Pleas have been 
too like unto what is here ſuppoſed 
and Written, far the Convincement 0 
of ſuch whoſe Doftrines, Praftices and 
Pleas, bave been very contrary toChrilt's 
Light within, and too like the before writ» 
ten ſuppoſition 3 and for the Convyince- 
mientof allothers whoaber, aftc&,. or cn- 
courage ſuch like Do&rincs, Pleas, or 
Praftices , and for the preſervation of 
othets out of ſuch likeſnares. 
Obſerve,lt is my Chriſtian preſwaſion 
and judgment, that it is according to out 
Chriſtian principle and Dofdtrine, when 
differences fall our amongſt thoſe who are 
comeinto the profeſſion of Chriſt, aud the 
teaching of his light within, chat they 
oughror meet ahh the Lotd by his 
} Spiric 
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Spirit leadsandd 2Ws dthatthe gr atzde ground 
ot” cauſe of the = ces, with their &- 
fefts,” be diligently in Meeknefs, Pari- 


ence, and the wr God ſearched and 
r our, znda judgment (according to 
the nacure, quality and deſerr rhereof,) 
gi bra without parrality or reſpect of per- 
and if t be Trank reſlors be many, 
and £3 uprig ght a ab rk Sit 
ment © in an e 
- "ho x faichlul, wil fand againſt 
n clic many whoateunfaith 
| 27 "again, It che nnfaithfal or evil 
Joes bole nfo: the Jud mp God 
- or with the fiithful w many 
will ſtand and be as Key bn ber of vill 
"HL asthe judgment of aſimallernum- 


"And again, John writ ro the Church 
2t Thiatira thus, Write theſe things Jaith 
the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unty 
a Flame of Fire Sreb agar are lihe fine} 
Braſs, I _-__ hy works, and charity, and 
ſervice an faith, and thy patience, and| 
thy works, and that the -n is more than the | 
Hp " Norwithtandirg T have a few thing; 
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n# thee becauſe thou ſuftereſt the wo-Y 
hes Teliber 


which called her ſelf a Pro-| 
Phereſs to teach and to ſeduce my Servants 
ts commit Fornication,and to eat things $4- 
Fifced fo Idols ; and I gave her ſpace to 
Re- 


Repent.of ber Fornicazdon,/and ſhe.repented 
not. Behold, '1 will caft fer into' 4 Beth, 
and them that commit Adyttery with copy 
into great tribulation, except they 
of. ther deeds. And I'will kl her POP 
with death. and all the Churches ſhall know 
that 1 am he which fearcheth the reins and 
hearts: and 1 will give unto everyone-af 
you according to ub in Thia _ But unto youll 
aud unto the reſt in 'Þ vatira, ad Many 
{9,4 not - this doftrine and which hae 


not known the depths of Satan, as r= 


I — upon younane other burden. But 
that which you have atteedy, hold faſt till I 
come, &c. He that hath at ear, kt him 
bear a whe the Spirit ſaith untothe Churohes. 
£ Obſerve hcre, of Gather by y his Att 

gels tpeaks of mu 1g in thisCongre- 

gation, ay Bey ow thy Works ad 
Charity,and Faith = thy vPa tzence,and 
on and that the laſt is more than 

#. Yer he had ſomething againſt 

pos they ſuffered a hy $pirir x9 
duce theServanteof Chriſt to commultine- | 
nication, and to cat INNS to 
Idols. Here again, Was 2corrupe Wien 
ber or Members, whom God called ro r6- 


| peut, but- ſhe orthey repented not, for 


laich he, I gave ber Jegoe-1 to FEOpOnt, <nſfee 
5 vane not. 
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- Obſerve, The Juſt God hath aid that 
the Children of thisfalſe Mother, he wi 
ſlay wich "death. Now had ths Con 
gregation, in w much good wag, 
found jud ; this falſe ſpiritand its In h 
Nruments and Do&trines then had not” 
God had theſethings againſt them ; but : 
in this Congregation he puts a diftcrence} 
berwixt the guilty aud thoſe that werch, 
guiltleſs in hole marcers tor he laithJ 
But unto you T ſay , and unto the reſt inf. 
Thyatira, 4s many as have not thu Do. 
&rine, 8c, I will put on you none other burT 
den, But that which you have atready\,, 
hold fab till Tome 

Oh my dear Friends conſider, that a; 
there were formic among thele ſeyeralF, 

bngregations Who were not ſound it 
cheFaith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſ,, 
did'not take up, or at leaſt did not cc 
rtinue torheend, bearing their daily Crolf, 
tothe luſtsof the Fleſh, and devillith fin- 
tul pleaſures of the World, bur under aÞ, 
ſhonof Chriſt his Light, Spirit andy, 
Goſpel, and the Croſs of Chriſt, have 
pone, out from the ſameafter Satan, into, 

Iſe DoArines, corrupr fleſhly liber-y,, 
| | | $ even ſo, fey in this h 

Age hath up'in ſome of the Con4, 


which are gathered in the 
Fake of our Lord Jeſu Chrif z and he : 
x | 


[4 


{ 


.  C&I 
- Jhavecanſed. ef, ſorrow and hatd-mra* 
"Jvel rothe : Eno eſus Chriſt 

whoſe labour hath been - for che 
Jpreſcryation of ſuch whorto the are 
nar d, our of their ſnares ; andthe Lord 

Ih, h' given the fairhful ro ſce ſomerhing 

; the travels of their Souls ro their com- 

D. ort in this'matter, ' for Which prailes be 


, ani erp ter Every Plam 
t1Strue W, P 
ch hat Heavenly Father hath not Planted, 
plucked up : And again he: Haid, 
- 4 neon me, is againf me:z"he 
That 6 ork not with me , ſcattereth 
in ly FE No Wea- 
| med again pro Or, net- 
her Inchantment againf _ 
- 7Trites to the Church of yur Te 
nd to the Angel of the Church: in 
a rite theſe things, ſaith he, that hath:the 
MBeven Spirits of God, and the ſeven Starrs'; 
wy thy works that thou haſt a Name, 
a hat'thou liveft and art dehd ; be watchful 
bi end . firengthen the things whioh remain, 
_ on-{,* ge to ne fol have not "xr 
) ets e God : Reme 
the uh Fax thou haſt received, and\heard, 
1M fo, and repent; if therefote than 
_ what nay I will come on thee as 4 
Thief, "and and thou (hat =—_— ow what Hom 
will come ape the: hou hat few 


T& 7) . | 
Newbks gheh in Gondia: which habe mot « IA 
fid. their Garments ,: 41d they \ ſpall wilthohi, 
—_— me in| Whites! for they. are! worthythey 
avercometlythe Jame ſh4l! beCloafare 
wth Raymient ,i' and: I wid! nſſc 
rh0et his Nante owt of the' Book: of Liſe 
4 wit! confeſn.dir.Name before-my 
 thiergtiand beforerhis Angels; tbe hes. bo 
an Ear let him hears, t the nome = 


6 
gaaiin th rye Brees n,hough rhe 
e::gathered -1nzo rs Profetlion 


Chat PAT are the Teaching. of | 
pitt and Light wn, ic « Spam , 
his. words thae"chtybadia- Name-to | 
al / were' Hor; cs, that the 
kivegec 4 hutohe reſtifirs, they wet 
cad * vindetftantd mahy of.chen, we 
.6r:ina lining dying and\with 
s.onditlon. For he faith," Be: watch 
Ard. /irengthen the things that rem 
= reudy'to HieznAnd be commrray 
o\xepentyrabd watch. and (air 


den 


»TO0 


Ie not, "ie wil! come upon them, a friv 
tn fballnot kiorwhat Honr : (And: inhfl 
TH y,\, 14, thit:Congregation Phi, 
phintyditingu \ſhealyarid pursadifferc # the. 


berwinhtlodyiotmrdrin LIrdairhi thin 
ahd «che :Faithfol growing a 
Adis anger The: .differcnce.is I: 


\ Ct ix | 
Þ Wnata th in the Jollaying wohle os vis. 


Ag We at 


ph 554 not Ts their Grey, a | 
hall walkwit Cs in White, f: J 


py Oh Re ge Der hg, 
Mo of you Ertl co & of theſe : ine. 


ou may {re Doha a Bleſſed thing*ir is 
D ” be Fa; ; buron the contrary whar 
_ fat Nob brings: Okl 
orgevery on vac ſer theTruth. 
be precious in your you cangor, 
purrc)0 greata value upon it; wotk while 
ye hayetheday, walkin the big: Ad 
there is.no occaſion of ſtumbling: 
you that are careleſs and Pro-. 
feſſlorsof the Light , repent and turn to 
the Lord, from your Unkfaichfulneſs, 
there is Mercy and bone of ſins 
with him; therefq tine your precious 
rime, ſeck unto bind While rhe door of 
Mercy is open to receive you; ſcek him 
while he, may be found, call upon him, # 
while he isnear to day, if ye will Peat \ 
Be voice, .hatden nor your hearts, for 
hath faid” My. Spirit ſhall not always 
pigs: with Man. 


n Johxwriteth.to the Church at. 

Phi lophis thus,(viz Tek tothe AnZ el of 
| the Birch, in Philadelphia', write t 

beth ſaith he,that is Fg w thats T 2 

that hath the v9 ey of of David, he that 


 openeth 
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openethand mou Man bet and fruteth and. 
to mengench: pe thy work 3pepold I 
an. open ders < nd no 


marc ofinch h i IE FH 4 little Fr. 
kept my word, and haft net de 


wits aid Be bold, F; wil! make them g 
an ue of Satan, (which ya ; 3.w 
and arenot, 


Ak hem te come and Worſhip, before thy | 
Feet, and to know that I hque Tn thee ;.| 
becauſe thou beſthept the world of my Patience, | 


I alſo yy keep thee from the hour of Temp- 


ng which ſha/lcome upon all the world, | 


Kun them that dwell ugon the earth: Be. 
Way, Come mrickly 3, ho!1 that faf which 

haf., that no man take thy Crown: 
F; that overcometh, will make a: Pillar in 
che Teniple of my God, &c. He that hath 
an Ear to bear let Fin hear what the $pi- 
rit ſaith urto the Ehurches, 


Obſerve this Congregation above all | 


the reſt appears*0 be moſt clear, for he 
doth not Fare” them as he doth all thc 
reſt, in ſdmed 
gregation w ly in a; Gycer and 
tender peacca £ and quiet þ nes Sate, 


and-in a , growing. increaling ſtate. in 
Chriſtiai vettuc, 700 he, rvargely 
in their Commendation, and co 


and .exhorrs - tLem to bold. Ns 


wh hich they agg thax Homan, might take, 


thcir 


tut do lie.) Behold I will | 


TOE, manner, þ this Con- | 
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"| their Crown”; for their Crown was the 
Truth; andit any that knowthatCrowr 
looſe ir, they are -more, miſerable than. 
thole that never had irs For *ris true 
what the Apoſtle Peter hath writ, it had 
been berrer,, or leſs. miſcrable , never -to 
have known: the way of Righteouſneſs 
| and Truth, than attera man has known 
it, to turn from the Holy Command- 
ment , delivered unto him: Therefore, 
| O! all you Congre atigns, who are g2= 
thered into. the Knowlel and Pro+ 
feſlion of Chriſt , and his Light within, 
with his pure Divine Light , which 
makes all things manitcſt, as they are, 
try your own Spirits, your own Wills 
and AﬀcCtions, your oyn Thoughts, 
Words and ACtions, with the Light, ſee, 
what Fruit. you. bring torch, forthat will 
ſhew thingsplainly, if you come to re- 
tire cloſe to it, our. of all Self-Conceit, 
Selt-Will and Selt-Confidence; this is he 
who ſkewed the ieveral Stares and Con- 
ditions of' the atorelatd. Congregations, 
andof the ſcyeral Mcmbers of them, this 
ishe who diſtinguiſhed theClean from the 
and Unclean, the Faithtul fromthe Un- 
faithful, this 1s he who. will give unto 
every one according to his doings : It is 
certainty t5ue which .the Apoſtle Paul 
bath writ, (viz.) Suchasevery man ſors, 


ſuch 


1/ 


fach (bil! he rep; be that fakes to the 


Fleſh, (hall of "the Fleſh reap Corruption; 
tat he that wes to +. vir fhell of the 
Spirit reap'Pife Everlaſting ; (He-faid,) if 
ye'Liue afte# the fleſh, ye ſhall die , but if 
ye through whe Spirit, mortifie the Deeds of 
of the Body Fiſh , then Wall ye Live : 
Theſe are the Golpel Conditions, to 
which thePtofeffors of Chriſtianity triuft 
' eirher rand be found” in Confor- 


unt& For elle they . cannot 'be ar 
ace and Welt with God, let their Pro- | 
felon manher or form of ralking 'of | 


hirti be wharfocver it will. 

Again, Foln writ to the Congrega- 
tionat Laodiceathus;(viz.)Anduntothe An- 
gel of the Church of theLaodiceans, write 
theſe things ſrith the Amen, the Faithful 
and true Witneſs thebeginming of the Creati- 
o#t of God : T know thy works, that thou art nei- 
' ther Cold no Hot, T would thou 'wert either 
Evid or Hot: $0 then becauſe thou art Luke- 
wit me,and neither Cold nor Hot, I'will ſpew 
thee out of my Mouth : Becauſe thon ſayeft 1 


am Rich nd Increaſed with Goods, and have | 
feed of ridthing: And owe notthatthou art | 
e, and poor, and blind, | 


wretched and miſerab 
ind naked. I Conncel theeto buy of tte Gold 
trybd in the Fire, that thou mayeft be Rich ; 


arid white Raiment that thoumtyetbeCloth= | 


ed,avd that the ſhame of thy Nakgdnefs donot 
Þh at- 
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appear; ; wntl' Gin phe army 


Salve that thou mayeſ? ſet 
Love Irebukgand craſpemy bezealous 


fore and ;repent :, Behotd 1 fand ar he 


door 4nd knock. i _ 4 bear my voice, 
and open the door , I will come. into hm, 
and will Supwith him be with me: To: 
bim that opercometh wi Ige ant to fit with. 
me in my Throne, -even.as 1 alſoovercams,) 
and; am ſet" down, with my . Father. in, his 
Throne He that - bath, an. Ear, let hing 
Hear wht «the . Spirit. faith; unto. the 
Churebes, xead Rev. 3. -; / 

Oblerye'rhe miſerabls..Srare of, ghis 


Congregaign at Laodicee, Thave ſpoken 
1041 ——_—— another place of FthisBooks, 
yetam 1 willicky to obſerye ſomerhi 
their nutcrable ſtare here; ,! Furſt ob ave; 
that pm 1e-malt at miſerable le. of 
all-che as' Chrit., hews plainly(in 
the wotds, which he ga unto Fo ap 
write unto them, 2iz., T0 4. knoweb' ng 
that thou art: poor, and miſerable, andÞittd; 
«td naked: Obſerve they were blind, omi- 
ieenkle and- naked, and. knew ir Not, 
tt, obſctye hey!\ "who were thus mi- 
= at the ſameitime they were. {o; 
they judged-and: laid-,} that they -wygee 
Rich and Increaſed in ' Goods, and-had 
ned .of -nothing., whea- indeech t 
__—_— the , Poſlc tion and: true En: joy - 
ment 


C56] 
ment of all chings tharſhauld makethem 
Bleſſed. 
my Friends, confiled the folly 
of Seltconore © Oh! contider the mi 
ry and _ -fagare. it brings upon thole, 


who on up*to it, and overcome 

by Friends ler yourPrayers 
AF > God in' Sinceriry and «be; 

lity, that he prelerve you from un- 


der this miſerable Chain of Bondage, 
and great Darkneks: It is true-which is 


wakes, The humble God doth teach, he 
Chthes the meek with Salvation, he guides 


them in Fudgment, he di them that 
none of their feps ſtite, lorytohis Name 
pre nf = rift lays, rho (fir T am 

meek an 'and ye ſhall find reſt to 
Sails, Fa Helo of hiny in this 
day, and are 'entred into Peace and reſt 
inhim, who is theSabbath, - the true ref 
of their Souls, Praiſes, Prailes rothe Lord 
God for the lame. Oh! all Pro- 
{eſfors-of the' Light of Chriſt within, 
who atenat yet ſo humble as you oughc 
tobe, wair in the Light, thar cherein 
you may- feel the Powerfat working of 
Sod in your Inward man; that thereby 
== Humility you maybe broughr, 
therein kept, and therekn ſee your 
thy by 4s they are, (he: 
ettcr 02 k wolle 'And 


"OU 


you that upon a true Examination, find 
chat you have been Slothtul , Negli- 
gent and Carcleſs of Gods Glory and yout 
ty) Wn Good, that you have milpent pre- 

cious Time, Repent, -Repent, turn ro 
the Lord, while you have a little rime 
&. | prize it,; ſeck the righteous Judgments of 
| God, and Loyethem, for thatit is pro- 
16 | proper to your diſobedient State z and it 
xe 1you love his Judgments, and pariently 


7_ | wait on him in the way; thereof, he will 
\. | purgeaway your Filth, your Droſs, your 
» || Corruptiblemarter ; yea both Filrhinefs of 
is | Fleſh and Spirit and he will pardon your 
'» | 1 ranſgreiſions paſt, for his own Name, 
,c | and Sccd, Chriſt Jelns fake, and he will 
* | manifeſt his Scrength m' your weaknef, 
and gird you up to hurmſclt for ume to 
come; yea by the power of his Spirit 
manitel ur Aung will enable youto 
ceale from every thing that oftendshim, 
this he will do for you as you | pans 6.4 
wait upon him, bearing his Indignation 
ecu you have finned, you followi 
onto know him, inParience dayly, thele 
things he will accompliſh ro your Eter- 
nal ct, and his Eternal Glory, to 
whom be Glory , Dominion, Thanks- 
giving and Prailc, now and foreycr more, 
Amen. 


Some- 


— 
— 


Something ooncerning Marriage. 


MP wasthe Ordinance, of God 
*'in Paradice, ' before Tranſgrethonfi 
was ; God Married 4dam and Eve, or 
joyned them together in the Covenant 
of Marriage; and Chriſt faith,  #hs 
God” joynes together, let no man put aſun 
der | | 


Obſerve, That ''it is not contairied i 
the Scrigturesof Truth, that God gaveto 
any of his Proph&ts or Pricſts, or any 
other perſon whatſoeyer,poweror Com- 
miflion to Margp,or Joyn Man and Wo- 
man together m Marriage. '  T here is 
neither Command, Preſident norExam- 
ple forit, either-in Moſes writings, or any 
ot thewriting of therrue Prophets. 

2. Obſerve, That there is no Com-3 
mand,Prefidentor Example in the Com-} 
mands and Do@rines of Chriſt, 'or in# 


- 


the Commandsand Dodrinesof his Apo-| 
{Yes for Man and\Woman being Marrycd® 
bya Prieſt oratiy other perſon. T he queſti-z 
on fiow may be with lame, Fromsynence| 
had the Papiſts and others, their. "Com-# 
mands, Preſidentsand Examples for Mar-# 
IT] ryingl- 
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v7 n 6 I Biſhop. Anſwer,If the 
.Wapilts had a Command torir,it is calie to 
be underſtood whence they had ir, not 
rom God for his Prophets, Chriſt nor his 
\poitles, bur from the Pope in the Apo- 
acy from Chriſt. And it/it. be farther 
Queried, . Whence had the Pope his Pre- 
fident and Example for giving Com- 
mands to. Prieſts to Marry People, and 
BCommandin ROMs to be Marryed by 
hem. TothisI Anſwer, Ihavenor read 

pf better, or other Preſident or Example 
thathe had or hath for his ſo doing, than 
e Commands, Traditions, Preſidents 
and Examples of the old Heathen Idola- 
trous Romans, in the Heathen Roman An- 
tiquiries there is ſomething of Preſident 


-Band Example, which take as followeth 
out of their Antiquities ColleQted by Fohre 
Goodwin, viz. © In their'Contrafts cach 
« did. promiſe other to live as Man and 
*© Wite. Now the manner of contra- 

"K< Qing was commonly thus, 'They had 
m-y*< for the aar ſecuriry writ down the 


8 © form of che Contraft upon Tablesof 
* Record ; theſe Tables were alfo ſcaled 


oY © with the Signets of certain Witneſles 


'F © there preſent. Moreover, before chey 
2 © would begin theCercmoniesof their 
$3 © Contraft, the man procured a South- 


"& © ayer, and the woman another, with 


* whom 


<whom firſt they would conſult, the 
«Token' or Sign , which theſe South 
* ayers in time of obſerving, accounted 
© moſt fortunate was a Crow, the man 
«<1lfogave in token, or good will, aRing 
© unto the Woman, which ſhe wasto 
© weat upon the next Finger unto the lit 
© tle Finger of the left harid, . becauſe un- 
«to that Finger alone proceeded 4 cer- 
© rain Artery Noe the Heart. Again, 4 
© Woman became a Man's Wife, by cer- 
© rain Solemnitics uſcd before a Pontifex 
& or chief Biſhop,when the Woman was 
« -iven tO the Man, uſing aScrt Form of 
« words,ten Witneſles being preſent, and 
&* 2 ſolemn Sacrifice, being offered, &c, 
See Rom. Antiq. p06, 6g. 

Now whence rhe Papiſts and others had 
[there Preſident and Example for Marry- 
ing by a Prieſt, and haviriga Ring; and 
whoit was that taught chem upon which 
Finger to purtit,and tor what Reaſon, 1tis 
not hard toderermine. 

\Now for any who profeſicth to be go- 
verned by the Light of Chriſt within, ts 
to be Marryed by a Prieſt, this is not ac- 
cording to the Scripturcs of Truch, nor 
accotding to Chriſt's Do&rine therein 
contained:Neither is iraccordingtoChrilts 
Light within,bur contrary to it,and con- 
demned by ir, and denied and witnefled 


- againſt 


m—_ py 
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mIW 
againſt by the Children of ir, they who 
profeſs the light of Chriſt within to be 
their Teacher, and are Marryed by a 
Prieſt, donor therein Att and walk in the 
lightbur in darkneſs. 
lic pr ornctiung beielly concerning 
in. the Marriage of the Servants of God, as 
er.$ recorded inthe holy Scriprure, to wit,the 
\ aff Marriage of Boaz and Ruth, of whoſe 
er Line Chriſt came accqrding to the fleſh, 
Call viz. Boaz ſaid wto the Elters, and unto 
val 47! the People, Tou are witneſſes thi day, 
off that T have bought allthat was Ellnctecks N 
nd &c.—— Moreover, Ruth the Moabiteſs, 
> the Wifeof Mahlon, have T purchaſed to 
be my Wife, &Cc. And all the People 
ad that were in theGate, and the Elders ſaid, 
rv. Ie are witneſſes: the Lord make the'wo- 
nd 41 that is come into thine Houſe, like 
ch} Rachel, and /he Leah, which two did build 
tis the Hoyſe of Iſrael: and do thou worthily 
in Eplwatah, and be famous in Bethlehem, 
70-B &c. Ruth 4. 9, 19, 11. 
ra TI his wasnoclandeſtine,dark or hidden 
xc- 8 Marriage, it was publick and openin the ' 
or Gate of the City beforethe Elders,&c. in 
in Ythc tear and reverence of Ged,folemnized 
iſs J=ravely and ſoberly ; hereweread of no _ 
n- IPricft that Marrycd them, neither of a 
ed fRing or Crow, like theold Idolatrous 
nt Heathen Romans. Neither do we read, 
hear or belicye that there wasatthe Mar- 
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riage of theſe Godly perſons, exceſſive 
Drinking, or Riotous Eating, or Pipe 
or Fiddle, to ſtir up the vain Mindsin 
* People; bur fuch things have been and 
are praCtiſed atfi:ch times bymany ofthoſe 
called Chriſtians, which things are Evil, 
{candalous and reproachful to the hono- 
rable Nameof Chfiſtianity, which: ſuch 
looſe and ungodly Liversdo unworthily 
make profcfhon of. My defire is, that 
they may Repent, and amend their 
waics and doings, both in their Matri- 
ages and many orher things; that ſo they 
may:obtain favour at the hand of the 
Lord God, even the torgivenels of their 
{ns, that fo it may be well with thera, 
both in this World and that which 1s to 
come. The Marriages of the true Chri. 
ſtansinthis dayaze not by a Pricſt, with 
02 without a Ring. T heir Marriages 
arenot clandeftine, dark or hidden, but 
they are joyned together by tho [ord 
God, to Whog only belongs theright 
of joyning his People in Marriage, and 
the =_ God of £©20Err carrics on this 
work in acomely.Ordecr; Firſt,he opens, 
inclines, and joyns their hearts and Spi- 
rits together in that relation. Secondly, 
he diſpoſerh them to acnuainr Parents 
and Relatons, Tutors. Governobrsand 

Ccthers conceriicd ; fo the r2r-us going of 
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the Lord, itgocs on in Unity betwixtthe 
pcrionsmoſt immediarely concerned,and 
alto berwixt them and their Parents, 
Guardians, Tutors, and other perſons 
concerned ; who are come to know the 
Spiritof Truth, and therein abide, out 
of all fleſhly, corrupt, earthly Conſulta- 
tions, Or private, carthly corrupt deſigns; 
and things having thusprocecded in or- 
der, before the finiſhing, compleating ot 
ending of the {aid intention and prepara- 
tion. Notice isgiven in a publick man- 
ner among the People of God leveral 
times, to prevent wrong or hurt toany 
thereby «(as much as in us lics) thisin 
ſhortconcerning Marriage, as it is owned 
and praCticed amongſt therrue Chriſtians, 


' ho have been andyctare by many (re- 


proachtully ) called Quakers. 


Coneerning Pure Reljgjon. 


HE Apoſtle Fames writ thus ( viz.) 

i nip, a fled 
e ous, an not his 
Ton This mans Keltgton 
is vain, Jure jon anwunve- 
filed befoze God and the Father, ts 
F 2 this, 


= _ 


this, To. viſit the Fatherleſs and 

TUndows in thetr ny to 

keep himlelf unſpotted from the wozld, 

Jam. 1. 26,27. | 
Again, he faith, Wherefore lay apgrt 

( that is, put away) all filthineſs and fu- 

perfluity of naughtineſs, and receive with 

meekneſs the ingrafted Word, which is able 
to ſave your Souls. 5Uut be ye noers of 
the? (U0d and not hearers only, ge- 
ceiving your own ſelves. For if any man 
be a Eh of: the Word, and not a doer, 
he s the unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a Glaſs: For hebeholdeth himſelf, 
and goeth his way, andſtraight-wayfoget- 
teth what manner of man he was. But 
_ ſo nkeryins the beret L 7 a 
tberty, a ntinueth therein, he 
beiug not a foxgetful hearer, but a 
doer of the TUozk, this man ſhall be 
bleſſed in his Deed, Verſe 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25. 

; cy he ſaith, Wherefore my beloved 
Brethren, let every manbe (wift to hear, 
flow to ſpeak, flow to wath, for che 
wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs 
of Gor, verſe 19,29. 

All my 4car Friends, in all your temp- 
tations, trials and exerciſes, and at all 
tim-,, Kee» aut of that that 
woxl.e:h not fo2 God, The e Ape: 

| c 
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{tle (peaking of rhe Unregenerate, umn 
ſancified, whoſe Tongues were not 
batdlen, writ thus ( viz.) The Tongue i 
4 little member, and boafteth great things : 
Behold , how great a matter a lit- 
tle fire kindleth ! And the tongue is 
afire, aTould of iniquity : ſo ts the 
Ing our members, that it 
defileth the whole body, and ſetteth 
on firethe courſe of nature, any it 1s 
ſet on fireof Hell, Jam.3. 5. wrheend, 
rcad the Chapter through. 
All my dear Friends, wait diligent] 


; upon the Lord God in the light of his 


Son, that by the vertue of his power 
you may be preleryed,that Hell Firemay 
ave no place in your hearts or minds, 
nor in your Tongues, but that your 
Hearts, Minds and Tongues may be go- 
verned, and kept in a right courſe ann 
over by the mighty power af God, 
working in you to will, (peak, aft and 
do that which is well pleaſing in his 
ſight, that you all may appear tobethe 
Children begotton of God, and govern- 
ed by. his pure wiſdom which is from 
above, for as the Apoſtle faith, Tt i, firf 
pre thenpeaceable, gentle and eaſie to be 
lroctes full of oo uf ow .F rades 
without parttality, land withaut Hy- 
pocricy, and the _ Bightenuy 
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neſs is ſawn th peace of them that 
make peace, verl. 17, 18. Chriſt faith, 
Bleſſed are the peate-makers : for they (hall 
be called the Children of God, Mat. 5.9. 
Andthe Apoſtle Pay! cxhorteth the Be- 
lievers to follow thoſe things which make 
for peace , and to have their feet (bod 
with the preparation of the Goſpel of 
peace. Again, he faitn, Finally, Bre- 
thren, farewel: BE periect, he of good 
comfort, 92.07 0Nemind, live tit peace : 
and the God of Love and peace (hal; be with 
yo, 2 Cor. 13.11. Again, the Apoſile 
Peter writ thus tothe Believers in Chritt, 
( viz.) Be diligent that ye may be found of 
hin tt Peace without ſpot and Hameleſs, 
2 Pet, 3; 14- 

Aeain, he ſaith, Peace be with you 
ail that are it Chit Jeſus, Amen, 
1 Perer 5. 14. Again, the Apoltle {a1d, 
Tobe' Garnatly minited 1s dedth, but to be 
Spuritually, minded, ks Life and-Jocace, 
Rom. $6. Chriſt commanded his D1i:- 
ciples, ſaying, Dave JIcace ite with 
attot3er, Mark g. 50. 

Again, the Apoſtle exhorted the Br- 'F 
tevers ſaying, Let the JPrace of God | 
Bule it your Dearts; To which | 
2ifo, Te are called tt One Body, Col. 3. 
and 15... Agairs, Chr.ft ſaid unto his Dit- 
ctplcs,” Late 1 ignve with you, my 
"RIPPER a. .. » Peace 
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Zeace I give unto you, John the 14. 27. 
Ons God - cannot Lyec kat 
ſaid, There ts no Peace to the 
wicked, Iaiah 48. 22. But the wicked are 
lthe the troubled Sea when it cannot reſt, 
whoſe waters caſteth up mire and dirt, 
There is 110 Peace ſaith my God to 
the wicked, liaiah, 58.20, 21. 

All my Dcar Friends, fee that y 
Live in Peace, and Faichfully fo. 
low the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , rhat you 
may Recerve and Live in the {weer 
Peace which he gives : And it you Live 
thereiri, in it you will be ar Peace one 
with another; And keeping itt thts 
Jrace one with another, you wift 
not be like the raging 02 reffleſs Sea, 
which caſfs up mire amd dirt $3 Then 
Hell Fire will have no Power in or over 
your Hearts, Minds or Tongues, then 
Satan Cannot blow you up intowath, 
malice and ſfrife one agatnſf another: 
Then you will be ſwitt tro hcar Gods 
Councel and Inſtruftion, given by his 
word in your own Hearts, andalſ> given 
to you by his word in the Hearts and 
Mouths of his Servants,who Preach unto 
vou the Goſpel of Peace, in che Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Hea- 
ven; your minds being ſtayed upon 
Godin the Light of his Son, in it you 
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will receive, poſieand enjoy, power to 
govern your Hearts, Minds and I ongues: 
And herein waiting ſtedtaſtly , your 
TWowds and Actions God will Juſtt: 
v4 and your wa Religton he will 
{tify ; and herein you will neither 
occaſion of Oftence, particular: 
y oneto anather, no2to the Church of 
©0d ingeneral : Neither will you here- 
in give /ju{t occaſion of Offence ro thoſe 
who are Without, in the Unbclict; bur 
herein you will cut oft occaſton from 
them who ſ{eck occaſion againſt Truth 
and you, herein.you wi// be 4 ſmeet Sa- 
pour of Chriff ( your Prince of Peace, ) 
both in them that are Saved, and in them 
that Periſh, | 
Bur where any proteſſhag the Truth, 
and to be led and guided by the Light of 
Chriſt within, runs into-corrupt, bitrcr, 
falſe, treacherous, {cornful and deceitful 
words , ' in wrath,- malice, ſtrife , Ser- 
pentine craft and ſubtlety, © c. Such 
rhercby P2Oveg their Religion ts be 
Batt in the 
ſuch words arecontraty tothe ſoundGra- 
cious words of the. Holy Prophcts and 
poſtles ;, and contrary to the words and 


ſzght of the Holy pure God ; | 


# a * _ - 


1imony. of, the Faithful in this dav ; @ 


and this we know that thcy who do 
not put away, Filthy and Naughty 
Y Words 


L., de Gates 
La vEN- : 


Words and Aftions, they do not receive 
and live in Subjcetion to the Ingrafted 
word, Which is ablc ro ſaye their So 
The Holy Apoſtle {aid , Evil” Com- 
munication corrupts good Manners, 1 Cor. 
15. 33. Again he-laid , Let no corrupt 
Communication proceed out of. your Mouthes, 
but that which i to the uſe of Edifying, 
that it may adminiſter Grace unto the Hea- 
rers, 'Ephel, 4. 29. {ee Colofl. 3. 8, Read 
the Chapter. 1hey who have lteard 
the word, and do nor live in Subje&i- 
on to it, bur” in Rebellion againſt i 


L under the Profeliion of it; all ſuch de- 


ccive themſelves , as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
and all who has had their Hearrs open- 
ed by the word of God, and thereby 
have {cen rheir dury ro God and man, 
but have nor done it ; the minds of ſuch 
are gone from the word that opened 
them, in and through which Only 
man can receive Power toforſake fin an 

theDevil, who is the Original Author 
of. it: In and by the Power of which 
Word, both Male and Female are en- 


| ablcd to do their duty ro God, and ane 
$ to another, and to all people; and fo 
# are enabled ro ſerve God with their 


8 Sonls and Bodics which arc his. 


They who have been opened by 
the Word as aforciaid, and haye looked 
Inro 
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Into the perfet Law of Liberty, (which 
is the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt) 
bur. have nor continued therein, but are 
forgertul Hearcrs; "They are like unto a 
man beholding his Natural Face in a 
Glaſs, and ſtraight way forgetteth what 
maancr of man he was: T heſe forget: 
ful Hcarers, who arc not Oorcrs , ot 
Obeyers of the Word of God, they are 
not, Blefled in their Decds; but they 
whoarc Hearersand Doers of the work, 
they are Bleflcd in their Deeds, as faith 
the Apoſtle. | 
© The Apoſtle James: faith, Who is 4 
wiſe man and ended with knowledge a- 
mungſt you, let him ſhew out of a good Con- 
verſation his works with meekneſs of wif. 
dom; but if ye have bitter Envyings and 
Strife in your Hearts, Glory not, and Lye 
not againſt the . Truth. This Wiſdom de- 

ſeendeth not from above but is Earthly Sen- 

fual and Deviliſh. 

; But as I ſhewed before, the Wiſdom 
that is from Above, is firſt Purc, then 
Peaceable, gentle, and cafie ro be cntrea- 
ted, full of Mercy andoood Fruits, with- 
our Partiality and withour Hypocriſy; 
and rhe Fruits of Rightcouſnels arc ſown 
in Peace, of themthat make Peace. O! 
my. Dear Friends, and all you who pro- 
feſs to be taught and ted' by che Lig! i of 
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Chriſt within, who clteem %your ſelves 
Children of God, by Faith in Chriſt Je- 
ro als who count your {clyes Children of 
n alc Light, -and Children of the Day: 
hy Cry and examine your (elves with 
"cr. te Light and Spirit of Sod any 
” of Chiſt Jeſus, try your Thaughts, 
are Oclires, Purpoles and Jateutions, 
cy 0s and: <ctions ; lee whether 
1 (your Fruits be the Fruits of 
| Spirit and L1ght of Hod and Chu 
"10! no, fo2 Chuft and his Apoftle 
- | ave left their Teſtimony upon Re- 
"cod, concernium Goon. and. Evil 
"I Fruits 3 They diltguiſh chem theane 
"| tromche other, and iſhew that they pro- 
i cccd trom conttary Cauſes, rhe one from 
"TI ric Spidit of Truth, iu thole who obeyir, 
'S the other from the Spirit of Error, Satay 
"I the Prince, of Darknels, in thote who 
"I obey him.  Ckriit forcrold his Diſciples 
ot Falie Prophets, Deccivers, who ſhould 
NY come to them in Sheeps Clorhing, (thar is 
J in a Formal Profciſion of God and Chriſt 
I and the true. Prophets and: Apoſtles and 
I their wordg)Burhe ſaid inwardlythey are 
* | Ravening Wolves, by their Fruits ye ſhall, 
"I know them.” The Apoſtle writ-to the 
Believers at Epheſus , {aying,, Te were, 
p ſometimes Darkngg, but now areyou Light 
l 


Uch 
ril 


are 


in the Lord ; waik as Children of Light, 


for 


LY 
+218 


[92] — 
for the Fruft of the Spirit is in all goodne 
and righteouſneſs and Truth , provinfOf 
what is acceptable unto the Lord ; and he 
exhorrs them ſaying, And have no FelSant 
lowhip with the Unfruitful works of Dark das 
neſs, but rather reprove them, Ephel. 5ha 
8,9, 10. Again the Apoſtle faich, The 
Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace No 
tong Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance, againſt ſuch there 
ts no Law ; and they thar are Chrifts have 
Crucified the. F 3% their Aﬀe#tions and WW 


Lufts : If welive In the Spirit, let us alſo any 
wah in the Spirit{ let us not be defirons of | ar 
vain Glory, provoking one another, #nvy- || be 
ing one another: Brethren,if a man be over-l pa 
taken in a Fault, ye which are Spiritual, Þ ni 
reftore ſuch an one in the *pirit of Meek- || ce 


neſs —— Bear one anothers burdens, || a 
and fofulfl! the Law of Chrift, Gal. 5. 22. | þ 
to theend, agd the. 1,2. ri 


Again the Apoſtle faith, This T ſay | $ 
then, wah in the Spirit, and ye (ball not | 1 
alk! the Luſt of the Fleſh, for the Fleſh || i 
Lufteth againf the Spirit, and the Spirit || f 
againft the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary |} t 
the one to the other But if yebe led 
by the ſhirit,ye are not under the Law Note 
theſe Galatians who made a Profeſſion | ; 
of Chrift and of his Spirit, Light and 
Goſpel, . were turning back again aker 
* 0 o—_ Out- 
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zurward Circumciſion, and other Shad- 
ow works of the Ray, which came 
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oſes , which Chriſt 'by his One 


FOffering had ended, and therefore he 
Falled them Beggerly Elements, where- 


to they delired again to be in Bon- 


dage: This perſwaſion cometh not of him 
that calleth you. He laid unto them, 0 


voliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you. 


Now the works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, 
which are theſe , Adultery, Fornication, 
Uncleanneſs, La ſeivieuſheſ » | Jdolatry, 


Witchcraft , Hatred, Variance, 
Wrath, Strife, Sedition, Herefies, Envy- 
ings, Murthers , Drunkenneſs, Revidings, 
and ſuch like: of the which I have told you 
before, as I have alſo told you in time 
paſt, that they which do ſuch things ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdomof God. Be not de- 
ceived, God i not mocked: for whatſoever 
a man ſoweth, that ſhall healſo reap. For 
he that fowed to bs Fleſh, tall of the fie 

reap corruption : but he tht ſoweth to the 
Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life ever- 
lafting. And let us not be weary Ir well do- 
ing : for in due ſeaſon we (hall reap, if we 
faint not. As we have therefore opportuni- 
ty," let us do good unto all men, eſpecial 

unto them who are of the houſhold of Faith. 
ws manyas deſire to make a fair ſkew 
in the fleſh, they conſtrain you to be circum- 


ciſed, 


wy 3s _ - ? : 
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cifed : Only lexff they ſhould ſuffer perf "F 
eution for the Croſs of Chri/t Vi... 
God fo2bfd thac 4 ſhould gio2y, (ak, | 
- inthe Croſs of our Low Jeius Chrilfl;,,, 
by whomthe UWo2ldis Crucificd wk}, 
to me, and J| unto the UWioud. Forg,,, 3 
Chriſt Teſus neither Cireumcifion avail an 
any thing, nor uncircumeciſion, but a n 


| | }5Sp1 
Creature. And as many as walk arcord! - 
tothis Rule, peace be on them, and mer, 


and upon the Iſrael of God, Gal. 5. 16. gy 
the end, and Chapter 6. verl. 7. to tifeq 
end. $0 all my dear Friends, and 4}, 
you who profe!s ro be led by the Lic an 
and Sprrirot TT ruth, {ce that you walkje 
the ſame, then will you not be found i 
the before' mentioned Fruits.of the Fleſlff a 
nor any other Fruits which Satan wor 
eth in the Fleſhan. Spirits of thoſe wh fu 
are under his power and rule. y 
Obſerve here, how Satan wrought i ;;, 
thoſe falſe Apoſtles and deccirful worker ,, 
who laboured to draw the believing GY-;; 
latians fromthe Life of Chriſtianity, in{ x, 
to outward Circumciſion. Obſerve, that] ,, 
their end was only to ſecure themſelvell x- 
from Suffering Perſecution for the Croſs d lr 
Chriſt;this wasan'cyil work,the Hand off 
theLord wasagainſt ir,znd the Teſtimony | 
and labour of the Faithful Apoſtle wad} ., 
againſt it, as his words bctore cited} ,, 


C95 1 - 
do plainly prove. Again obſerye, thar - 
Watan the Pri nce of Darknels is at work 
ſome in/ our day , under the Profef- 
jon of the Light and Spirit of God and 
FChriſt.(and the Teachings thereof wighin) 
odraw fnto ſeycral things, which were 
Hand are evil; which the Light and 
Spirit of the Lord hath ſhewn to be fo, 
and hath led our of them; and this ſome 
Jhave done, andare doing, fo2 the fame 
 Yevil end; for which thebcetore mention- 
Fed cvil workers endeayoured to lead from 
Yobedience to Chriſt, and out of Chriſti- F 
Yan Liberry into Jewiſh bondage; namely | 
T icſt they ſhould fuffer ]2ertecution fu2 
the Croſs of Chat. Well, ſaid che 
Apoſtleunto the true Chriſtians concern- 
ing {uftering with Chrift, Lad. If we 
ſuffer we ſhall alſo reign with him : If we 
.f deny him, he alſo will deny us; if we be- 
ff Zevenot, yet he abideth faithful, he can- 
not deny himſelf. Of theſe things put them 
in remembrance, charging them before the 
ny Lord, that they ſtrive not about words, to 
JT 70 profit , but to the ſubverting of the 
OF Hearers, ſtudy (or endeayour) to ſhew thy 
"FJ ſelf approved unto God, a Work-man that 
"4 needethnot tobe aſhamed ; rightly dividing 
JF the word of Truth, but ſhun prophane and 
J vain bablings, * for they will encreaſe unto 
more ungodlineſs, and their word will eat 
as 
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as doth a canker, of whom is Hymeneus 
and Philcrus: who concerning the Truth have 
erred, ſaying, That the Reſurrettion is paj 
atready, and overt hrowthe Faith of ſome, 
Nevertheleſs,th foundatidn of God ſtandeth 
ſure, having this ſealed; the Lort! knoweth 
them that are his. And, let every one that 
nameth the name of Chri/t, depart from ini- 
quity— Fooliſh and unlearned Que. 
flions avvid, chnowing that they do gender 
frifes. And the Servant of the Lord muf 
not ſtrive: but be gentle unto all men, Apt 
to teach, patient i meekne/s : infiruting 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God perad- 
venture w1l/-give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of theTruth- and that they may 
recover themſelves, out of the ſnare of the 
Devil, who are, taken Captive by him at hi 
wil/ | 2 Tim. 2. 11. to the 19. and 
I Tim. 47. and 23. tothe end. 

_ Alkgmy dear Friends, lay up theſe 
faichful Sayings in your hearts, itis not 
only given unto 'vs on the behalf of 
Chriſtrobelieve in him, bur al:o to {ut- 


fer ſor his{ake, asthe holy Apoſtle cxpe- I 


rienced and Writ. All dear Friends in 
all your ſuftetings, look to the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt,” {ho hath fuffercd tor you, he 
is able to ſuccouryou in and throughall 
our-Temprarions, Trials: and Exerciſes 
both within and without; for true it 1s 
which 


| $-& th 
whictr the le Whit; and whicly hs 
and rhe reft of the Fdithiful i in Chet 


© fus, did injoy, (2zz.) Greater is H& 


is in us, therr he chat & in the Wotld + 
b what we overcome the World; af 

he faid {6 it is, with every Faithful 
Chriſtian, ( (vrz.) of my {&fT can; do tho 
rning He alſo >, Yeah do all- thitig 
ti Chriſt thar Rrenprhens me. 

All Dear Friends, and-whoſoeyerptos 
feſles the Light and Spirir of ous _ 
Chriſt hi to be x yolr | id 
roo0d 4nd wholefome w# 
cited, giyen by als ON pp as he Was 
moved by the Spirit and 
Light of God a Lien Strive: nov 
abotit WHoWs, which: doth nocprot $ 
ler none Fg: you Chafe,/Frer __ 
Canker their in md fot, 
words, Or ad rey ov Worksor Beets 
arid every one of you that Name th 
Name' of Chriſt . ſee that you depart 
from Iniquiry, and ſuch amorigſt you 
who donot epare therefrom, God will . 


the! 


I find chem out, and will give "them a re- 


ward atcording to theiyDedds; all thin 
are naked and bare before him, ler a 
vour ſtriving it' Words, and 
i. the 16ve foe: ated uokekened —_ 
one'to Hhothes: Seo Brotherly Love 
connec. dow ar {& rhat rru* 
G bowels 


bowels of Charity remain,and increaſe a- 
mongſt you toward the poor and needy 
Widows, and- Fatherlcls Children, &c. 
and he what you walk ſtedfaſtly in the | 
Spirit ofthe Lord, that in thepower and 
Strength thereof, you may grow, and 
by yurue thereof , be kepr unſpored 
fromthe World, that a&ordingto Chriſt 
command, your Light may ſo ſhine be- | 
fore men, that they may ſee your good | 
, works in Chriſt Jelus, and glorihe your 
Father which is in Heaven : And all 
Dear Friends keepin Remembrance the 
ous words of our Lord Jclus Chriſt, 
and. learn of him, who faid, Learn of 
we, 1 am meek and howly in hear!, and ye Þ 
| fhallfind reſt to your Souls, and he fad, 
Blefſed- are- the meek ; and the Apoſtle} 
Peter ſaid , The Ornament of a meek and | 
amet Spirit is of, a great price with the 
Lordi: And the Apoſtle Paul faid , The® 
—®. . Fruitof the Spirit is meekneſs, &c.. He cx-| 
k honed «the Fairhial to endeavour to|Þ 
Reſtore thoſe that.were\gone aſtray with? 
the Spirit of meekneſs, and to put on meek 
neſs, and to follow at, and in meekneſs to| 
infrutt the Ignorant; and Peter exhortcd} 
rhe Faints, to give a reaſon of the hope that © 
was in them with meekneſs and godly fear : 
And 7amegexkoned the Bchievers to re-} 
ceive with meekneſs te Jngrafied nr 
which! 


by the po 
Spirit, man cannot trul 


dow that is earthl 


wer and wiſdom of his own 


irit, no2 by anyu 
NY's ala devilliſh; 
bur that Holy Ghoft and Spirit, by -which che 
holy men ot God , gave forth the Scriptures: 
25y the ſame only man receives the true 
knowledge of them : and Comes to havetrue 
roht, and comfort in them ; that _—_— 
ruth that /eads the Saints into al{ truth.; and 
convinceth the World of fin, doth in every per- 
ſon whoReads them (who arcnot grown paſt 
fecling ) at ſome time bear witnels unto the 
Fpirit x the Creator, the Truth and {pundneſs 
of Ged's Words Recorded in the Scriprures of 
Truth ; Bur chisSptritit (cif alwaics hath uni- 
ty with God's Words recorded in the Scrip- 
cures of Truth. This ] MaYOCUREPIREe from 
a Child, that the Spirit of Truth ( which cn- 
lIivensand cnlightensthe Soul of man, to dif- 
cern from &vil, and which leads theSout 
which Believes harkens and obeys, rochooſe 
thegood andrefuſcthe cvil.) when perſons (c- 
rioully reads the Scriprure, ſecretly 
inthe heart, and gives them a degree of 1n- 
ward ſcnceand favour of wharthey read; and 
often cauſeth tendernels in reading as afore- 
laid, which inward ſenceand tenderneſs jo be- 
gotten, has cauſed mean ny o;yers, ro 


OoVe 


Cf Kerewution, 


love Enron ight to read the Scri turesof Truth, | 


r-Child-hood to this preſenc day: 
fore many a ume hath mine heart been opened 
andrendred inthereading of them ; and tears 
has flowed figm mine eycs. Bur his render- 
nels and,apenneſs, Was tot frſt or principally 
begartenyinme, by the wards of God which T 
xcad in e Scripture; but this opennels-and ten- 
We: as fir(t andy incipally begottoir tn 


{he Spirit of oh It in my. own heart 


ey hate wasa time when. T did not ſee that it 


was. the Spirifof truth urmy heart tharwrought 
this tendernels rowatds God, and love to man- 
kind in-me.: My underflanding ci 1g clouded, 
[was tc Le PAmanY yet.co;. (ws,) Ta 
Aruibutand aſcribe d work wioupht 
1n-mac'to t PEN ich were originally 
and pringipa ify wrought ime bythe Sptrit of 
God-;; burlTay the Scrimureg which I read was 
1N{irurnenga all lublcryicnero theSpiric of God, 
ton my profit. and. comfort, which.. Fpirir 
neg the cveot. my mind, which the Adver- 
fary, of i ph r Joul had. darkrhed, and itopcacd in 


car;which when oprned I could hear 
wire ts EY. cement and onv_ berwixt 
itic,of God; my, Heart and Soul,. and 


the. war bet God. given.by the ſame eSpirirzand 


recorde he FEPorre at Truth-:, and. thus 
bemg come: by dCgrees.ro! the knowledec of, 
and more and morecleax;unity With ,the holy 


Scripmres,God having given mc a Gift to ſy-ak 
and 


The Jytrovuction. 


old time by the will of man, but holy. men of God 
ſpake 45 they were moved by the Holy'Choff, 

The Apoſtle Pau! faich, What man knoweth 
the things of 4 man, ſave the Spirit of 4" man 
that «itt him, even ſg the things of Godkiiouvy 
cth no man butthe SÞ!ritof Godg ardthar 
Spirit ſeartheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. T hat Spirit of Truch which God . 
hath promiſed, is his free Gift tend2ed to all 
People, through which Divine Light in jome 
degree, he reachech unto all men and women, 
by which in ſome meaſure they diſcern berwixt 
good and evil ; they who believe therein at- 
rending thereupon, and yielding obedience 
thereto, they come by degreesthereby tobeled - 
into all Truth as Chriſt hath promiſed, 'and fo 
tc) receive and enjoy the Father andthe Son, 
according to Chri(l's promiles, who-taid, Tand 
my Father will come and make our abode with you: 
he that is with you, (hall be in you; incthem 
God harh fulfilled his precious pronnſe, - who 
laid, I wil/wakk in them and dwe#inthem;- (uch 
Who are come into obedience to this Spirit, by 
ir they have a true knowledge of the Scriptures 
and comfort of them, having received Chriſt 
the Promiſed Seed, in and through whomthey 
| ſee and experience rhe fulfilling of them, ro 

their abundant profit, joy and comfort, crer= 
nal praiſestothe Lord God for the ſame. They 
who arecome to this digine cnlighrning Spirit, 
who continue walking.1n the (ame; they are 
| (a 2) come 


come tothe Rep of David, which opensthe 
myſteries written of in the Scriptures 
Truth ; for that Holy Spiritot Holy Ghoſt 
dy rinhe od the Father _ Son, J's 
peter a nder 
of tt own S, { e in and by the bo 
_—_— us and his es, and | 
foch who arc come to this holy Sointand walk 
in it, do make right profitable and comforta- 
ble uſe of the holy Scriprures in their writing | 
and ſpcaking on the behalf of God and his | 
Chriſt, and for theInſtruRion,beneſit and com- 
fortof ſuch whoſe delires. arc upright rowards | 
God, and for the rebuking and reproving of | 
fuch who wreſt and pzrvert the Seriprures, ro 
plead for an unchriſtian Liberry, and to rebuke | 
and reprove them, who threugh wreſting the | 
holy Scriptures," NDeavour to cover and {peak | 
to themſelves in their fins. Faithful arc 
the {ayingsof the Lord by his Prophet, (viz?) 
Wo to the Rele/lious Children, who take counce!, | 
But not at me 4 who cover with 4 covering, but 

not of my Spirit, that they may add ſin u1.to ſn. | 
ObJerrce, It 1s true Waich rhe Apoftle Peter | 
writ, (viz. ) The Scripture came nat in old time | 
by the will of man, but Juy men of God ſpake | 
and writ thoſe things which the Holy Ghoſt | 
gave them to ſpeak and write, and thoſe things | 
ſo written are of no private Interpretati- | 
cr, as theſame Apeſle faith. Obſerve, as | 
thole wryungs Came not in mans wil, = 
y 
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THE 


Jntroduction, 


He holy glorious Lord God (who is the 
; God of Order in Heaven and Earth, 


andin all the Churches of his Saints, 
" the God 0 all _—_ Ta Fan 
and peace unto his peopie) om 
upon me, to write unto his people tor their Edi- 
ficarion and comfort, for the preſcryation and 
encreale of Chriſtian Love, Peace and Unity 
amongſt them, which I have done in obedt- 
enceunto him, and in tender love unto them, 
in the openings and leadingsdt his drvineSpirit 
according to the wildomand experience Whi 
he hath given me, by the working of his glo- 
rious Power in my inward man. - In which 
{ervice, in theopenings of his living pure Spirit 
h* hath brought ro my remembrance many of 
| is {weert and precious words, ſpoken in and 
through his Son, and his Prophets and Apo- 
{tles, recorded in the Scriptures of 'I ruth, 
and hath led me to make uleot them in this 
following Teftimony which he hath given me 


:0 bear. - And after this manner did the Lord 


(a) 


—_— 


The Jntroduction. 
God operrtnsholy Prophets, one after another, || 
and 7o their remembrance his words, il 
which he had ſpoken by the mourhes of his for- 
mer Prophets.and led them ro make uſcot them, 
inconfirmation ofand unity and harmony wirh 
choſe Teſtimonies which he immediately open- 
cd in them, bv his raligheening ſearching Spi- 
rir, which ſearcherh all things ; yea, the deep 
things of God, as the Apoſtle witnetled ; and 
without this Spiritnoman can know the thin 
of God. ashe allo faith. Chriſt Jeſus our hed 
in his Teſtimony tothe Sons and Daughters 
of men, made uſe ofthe words which God had | 
{poten by Moſes and David, &c. to convince Þ 
hem of rhecrurh of his Sayings; For proof of 
What I fay herein, take his own words colle- | 
Qed by his Servant Ewke, ( viz.) Then he fuid | 
wato them, O yup and flow of heart to believe all | 
that the Prophets have ſpoken And begin- 
ning at Moſes and all the1020 S, heer- * 
poundeduntotiem, inail the Scriptures, 6 
the things coucerning hinſelf—— 4:9 they 
ſaid one to another, Did not our hearts burn with- © 
in us, while he taked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the Scriptures ; © 
{ee Lake 26. and 25. and he | 
Obferve, Theſe things he ſpoke after he was 
riſen fxom the Dead. Again, Obſerve what | 
the'Apoltle Peter harh writ ( viz.) Ag JW 2 
phery of the Dertpyure is of any pavate 
terpretation, fo2 theP2oplecy came not ” | 
old | 


# 


* Surname is Peter, he Lodgeth with one Simon 
* 4 Tanner, whoſe Houſe is by the Sea fide, Ee 


written for our Learning, 8c. Peter and Jude 


the Apoſtles of Chriit, writ concerning the 
Apoſtatized Fallen Argets, and concerning the 
Vengeance of God, which juſtly came upon 
them, and concerning the wicked 01d Worlq, 
and concerning their dz{truftion becauſe of their 
ungodly Lives, and concerning the ungodly 
Sodamites, and concerning the Apoftartized Re- 
bellious ones of their own day or time, and 
of the Righteous Judgments of God that came 
upon them ; Theic Holy Apoſtles faid, Theſe 
things were written for our example and adma- 
wition, leaſt we ſhould provokg, God , and fall 


3 through the ſame a of Rebellion and unbe- 


lief.and lo (uftcr the 


engeanceof cternal Fier, 


as they do, {ce 1 Cor. 10. 11. Rome. 15.4. Fud.7. 
* 2 Per. 2. Read the Chapter through. Again 


here what Cornelizs ſaid, to whom an An 
of God appeared, (viz.) the Angel aid tohim 
Send men to Joppa, and call gne Dimon. who/e 


ll tell thee what thou' oughteſt to do, 
Atts the 10. 3, 5. 6. 

Again , hear what Peter ſaid concerning 
this matter, (viz.) And the Spirit bid: me go 
with them, nothing doubting , Cornelius ſhewed 
unto Peter and thoſe thar were with him, How 
he had ſeen an Angel in his Houſe, which ftosd 
and [aid unto him, ſend men to Joppa, and call 
for Simon whoſe Surname is Peter, who ſhall tell 

"OY thee 


The Jntrovuction. 
thee words whereby thou and all thy Houſe ſhall bell 
Javed. And Peter ſaid, 4nd as T began ti 
ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt 1! 3n them, 4s on us a 
the beginning, then remembred T the word of th 
Lord, hgw that he ſaid, John indeed Baptizel 
with water, but ye ſhall be Baptized with t 
= Ghoſt, AQ the 11.12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Obſerve, by what. is before written, ir dorh 
plainly appear: that Gods wor''s [poke and 

c movingsand leadings of his good 


- 


_ 


Written 1nt 
Spirir, are Sublerviant ro the ſame, and pro- 
fitable ro thoſe who rightly receive and make 
ule of them : Bur thoſe who Read ard Hear 
Gods word, but dc not believe, nor rightly 
regard arid eſteem them : Thoſe Words they 
Read and Hear , do witneſs for God agpain(! 
them ; whoever thou art, into Whoſe Hand; 
this following Teſtimony comes: I advile ther 
tobe Serious and Imparnal in Reading ir, keey 
thy mind inyard' (out of all evil I houghts 
to the Light of Chriſt Jeſus , that in ir thou| 
mayelt havea true Senſe and Savour of what 
thou Reads, and a right Diſcerning and Jude- 
ment, of, and concerning What thou Reade, * 
fo unto that Enlightning and Enlivening Spirit} 
'e Truth, ka na re | 
it, into commen cliring 
chy Eſtablichmcar thercin. 


Con- 


The Jntroduction, 
1! bf God, which knoweth and ſearcheth all things, 


2 hey haverun themſelves and others (who 
5 have belicyed their corrupt Interprerarions, 
* theffalſe Gloſles, and deceittul Dofrines ) into 


{Frcat Contuſton: The Lord in Mercy unto 
 thſſoankind ſtopall ſuch Writting and Speaking 
; {hich is not only without the openings and 
ockMcadings of his Spirit, but alſo in dirc& 
and{ſfirion roir, procceding from that Spirit of dark - 
oodfFnels, delution and talſhood, with which Spirit 
or irs works the Spirit of God hath no __ 
neither hath his Children Unity therewith: 
Again ſome perſons there have been and are, 
who» have made a great ſhew and -pro- 
heyſ8 teſſhon of the Spirit of ,» as though hey 
ini] owned it and were led by it , and fuch haye 
nd ſpoken @ntempruoully and {cornfully of 
hee concerning the Holy Scriptures ; by which 
cc þ frairot-wickednels, they who are governed by 
hes & the-Spirit of God, know theſe perſons, ro be 
10ul8 out of , and enemies to, the Spirit of God: 
hat} For it they were governed by the Spirit of 
do- Sod, then could t oY not ſpcak contemprtu- 
eſt, F oully or ſcorntully of the Scriptures of Truth, 
iritY which procceded from it. Again, there hath 
er; been and are ſome in our day, who profels ro 
ing belicve in, and be governed by the Spirit of 
God, and alſo to believe the Scriptures of 
Truth, and to have a due eſteem and value 
tor them, who by their -Fruits, do mnifeſt 
themielyer, that they are ncither. true to the 
| Spirit 


0n- 


The Introduction. 
thee words whereby thou and all thy Honſeſhallk 
Javed. And \Peter ſaid, And as T began 
ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt Se! on them, as on us af 
the beginning, then remembred I the word of thif 
Lord, hge that he ſaid, John indeed Baptized 
with water, but ye ſhall be Baptized with t 
Holy Ghof, Ads the 11.12, 13,14, 15, 16. 
Obſerve by what is before written, ir doth 
plainly _— that Gods wor''s [poken and 
written inthe movings and leadings of his good 
Spirit, are Sttblerviant ro the ſame, and pro- 
fitable ro thoſe who rightly receive and make 
ule of them: Bur thoſe who Read and Heaſy/ 
Gods word, but dc not believe, nor right} 
regard and eſteem them : Thole Words theyſſt 
Read and Hear , do witneſs tor God agpaig(| 
| 

{ 

| 


them ; whoever thou art, into whoſe Hand} 
this following Teſtimony comes: I advile theryt« 
.tobe Serious and Impartial in Reading ir, keey 
ahy mind injyard' Court of all evil Thought) | 
to the Light of Chriſt Jefits , that in it thou 
mayelt have a true Senſe and Savour of what 
thou Reads, and a right Diſcerning and Jugde- 
ment, of, and concerning What thou Readeft, þ 
fo unto that Enlightning and Enlivenins Spirit} 
Truth, . which leads the. Faichtul Follower | 
of it, into all Truch, I commend theedeliring| 
thy Eftabliſhmene therein. 


1 
| Con- 


The Jntrovuction, 


/! kelpf GOD, which knoweth and ſearcheth all things, 


1 they have run then and others (who 
45 ahave belicyed their corrupt Interpretations, 
f thifalſe Gloſles, and deceittul Do@rines ) into 


:zeſprear Contuſton: The Lord in Mercy unto 
 thefankind ſtopall ſuch Writting and Speaking 
5, hich is not only without the openings and 
lockMcadings of his Spirit, but alſo in dire& oppo- 
andfſfrion roir, procceding from that Spirit of, dark- 
oogfIncls, delution and falthood, with which Spirit 
pro-for irs works the Spirit of God hath no Ly, 
akefneither hath his Children Unity therewith: 
[ex Again ſome perlons there have been and are, 
wy who- have made a great ſhew and =. 
heyſ8 telſon of the Spirit of » as though they 
inſ{]8 owned it and were led by it , and ſuch have 
n&R ſpoken @ntempruoully and {cornfully of 
he concerning the Holy Scriptures ; by which 
cey y fraitof-wickednels, they who are governed by 
hey & the Spirit of God, know thele perſons, ro be 
10uſ8 out of , and enemies to, the Spirit of God: 
ha For it they were prom by the Spirit of 
lo-Y Sod, then could they not ſprak contempru- 
eſt, } ouſly or ſcorntully of tlie Scriptures of Truth, 
rt which proceeded from it. Again, there hath 
er} been and are fome in our day, who profels ro 
ng| bclicve 1n and be govern by the Spirit of 
God, and alſo to believe the Scriptures of 
Truth, and to have a due eſteem and value 
tor them, who by their -Fruits, do mMitfeſt 
them(clycr, that they are neither. true to the 
| | Spirit 


ON'- 


- The Introduction. 
a wi of God within them, nor have a tig 
gem for the Scriptures oft 1nth withe 
them, for they donor make right ule of they 
but pervert them for their own baſc, ſelf 
me? 1 and corrupt flcſhly ends; our of the 
aforeſaid {evera] great Errors ; the Lord hat 
redcemed a remnant, ' and preſerves thenlf 
through Faithin his Erernal Power; chelegricy 
not his Holy Spirit of Lite, Light and Gr 
bur hr who are thereby taught ro deny 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts,, and to live 
ly and Rightgoutly, Peaccably , Harm 
leſly and Inoffenfively, both roward God and, 
man, theſe make right uic of the Scriptures d& 
Truth, theſe (ce that chcy are fublcrvient to 
the Spirit of God that gave them torrh, theleſſ 
taye,and do,rcap ſome Proht and Gg@rmtorc by; 


them; they arecome experinacnrally ro wirnetſh 
the Holy Apoſtles Teſtimony conc2rning, 
them, who ſaid, They gre profitable for Dotrine 


| ; 1 
for Reproof, 8c. Thelegive Praiſe, Glory andſfe 
Honour to God for his goo Spirit, and for thelC' 
Scripturesof Truth, and tor all che reſt of thelf 
Fruits and cftefts of if; w him be all Glory,l& 
Honour and Praiſc , now and tor cycrmore,ſyc 
Amen. | 

The Apoſtle Pay! wiitsin his Epiſtle con- 
ccrning the Juſt Judgments of God: upon thel 
 Apoſtatized Rebellious Fews, and ho'v he over 
' threw them in the Willern?ſs, becaule of their 
- Rebellion 5 and he iaith WP heſe things were 


C 
v 
| 


' 
i 


written 


The Jiifrdbiletion, 
ad writero his people; many of God's preef» 
us words contained in the Scriptures of T mith, 
ave been by hisSpirit brought tro my remem- 
raace proper to the matter which he hathrlaid: 
pon me to'write , 'Which words I have made. 
Bic of tor that good cndfor which they were 
$:vcn by the Lord, which I deſtre may be fe») 
xnEou(ly read with the Obſervations madethere-1 
Kpon;tor thoughonwai d written words @nnot 
ve lite, but the Spirit of cheLordof it lef only 
Kan giver. Yer words [pokenand written,given 
y that Spirit ate ſublervient $0 1r, and dorh in 
propcr. (ence laftrumentatlyco-work orgoyne- 
work wich,.it, tor th6 good of the careatnre, 
nd' glory. of rhe Creator; who is worthy ot-: 
UOBlory {or eyergore. \BurQblerve, the Spirit 
ncleB: God withgur the uſe (of outward written 
by Rrords,” can 1-govern, yea,” reſtore and ſave 
Ban from bis fin; thoughaccording.to tha” 
103 Founcel of his pwn will, God makes uſe of writ- | 
- kn words forJaivown gloryy in condeſcentions | 
nfo the weaknes. of, dnd-for the good 6h his 
met reaturcs Menard Women: Again-Obſerve, 
tchar all che, quilvard good words thatare te- 
rY,orded in the Seriprures of Truth; cannat fave," 
re, gcdecm,, Rule er. rightly govern anymanor 
vomay upary te Earth, | without the work and! 
N-Þclp of God's: Word and Spirir of Truth: if 
theFheir own hearts, Which he hath ſent into the, 
r$\orid, by whicheycry. man that comes into 
be World isctlightened according to Fob.r. 9. 
| 'There- 


- _— — 
mn 


ne eatranmintn 
Therefore the Word and Spirit' of Tny 
which is to be known nigh in the. Heart , 
Moſes the man of ou , and the Apoſtle Px 
hath writ; which the Apoſtle James faith 
able ro fave the Soul by which man and we 
man” was made Holy, and rightly Taughff at 
and governed , before the - Scriptures wenſl 1. 
wrimnen; by the mation and leadingof which 
the Holy men gave forth the Holy Scripture n 
this Word and Spirit is far above, and greateff w 
then che Holy Scriptures, even as God th t! 
Former of all things, is 'greater in Power , ai 
more _—_— then all things that are Forme 
and Creatc by him z for ſaith the Apoſth 
Every Houſe 'is builded by ſome man, but he tha 
built all things,is God : And he ſaith, That Chri 
Feſus is worthy of more Glory then Moſes, in ff / 
much as he who hath builded the houſe, half i 
yore. honour then the, houſe, (ce, Heb. '3. }, 
They-who endeavour to fet the words < 
Godwrinenm rhe'Scriptures of Truth, ab « 
02 equal wichthe Word and Spirit of God inf} * 
che Hearts of his People ; they therein thevff } 
( 
| 


their Iqaorance of God, and Spiritual dark 
neſs and blindneſs, and their Ignorance of th 
Holy Scriprures which they profets ſo mud 
honourto; and they who have uridertaken t 
Interpret and Expound,. or give the meanin 
of: che Holy Spirit! of God fignified by h 
wotds' mm rc Scriptures of Trach , Tfthau 
betaz firſt '927n2IanI lev by the Spt 


- 


C 99 
ll which © able to ſave their $oth; and to ſhew 


out of a good Converſation their words with 


ul meekneſs of wiſdom, (ce Matr. 11. 29.and 


21.and 5. 1 Peter 3.4.Gal. 5.23. and G. 1. 
Colol. 3. 12. 1 Tim 6. I1. Tims J. 2. 


and 2. Tim. 25. 1 Peter 3.15. James 
1.21. and J. 13. 


Andthe Apoſtle Pax! commended the 


xl meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chrift to thoſe 


who profeſſed his Name, rotheend that 


J chcy might follow his example therein, 


ſee 2 Cor. 19. 1. and the Apoſtle Peter 


f commends his meekneſs unto-the Sainrs, 


aving, When he was reviled, he reviled 
not again, &c. and faid, De hath left 
us att example that we ſhould follow his 
eps who did no fin, neither was guile found 


# in his mouth. 


My dear Friendsevery where, ſee that 
youlye in ſtedtaſt ſubjeftion ro the meek 
quict, gentle, peaccable Spitit of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt ; all who {o do, will tollow 
his fteps to God's Glory, andtheirown 
evcrlaſting peaceand comforr. The grace 
mercy and peace of God our Father 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Prince of Life, 
Love and Pcace, be with you all, Amen. 

| am your Friend and Brother in the 
I abour and Fellowſhip of the glorious 


Cope of Peace, 
| Cailliam Gibſon, 
THE END. 


